
HOUSE No. 5 6 0 1

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the
Amendments of the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House
'Bill No. 5142 entitled, “AN ACT ESTABLISHING A BOARD TO

BE KNOWN AS THE MANAGEMENT ENGINEERING TASK
FORCE.”

This bill would create a new board known as the Management
Engineering Task Force of up to forty-five members. This board
would make reports and recommendations on the operations of the
several state departments, and make reports to the Governor.

Chapter 704 of the acts of 1969, establishing the Governor’s
Cabinet, empowers the secretary of each executive office to conduct
comprehensive planning, coordinate the activities and programs of
the state agencies within his office with a view to effecting
improvements in administrative organization, procedures and prac-
tices, and to promoting economy, efficiency, and avoiding useless
labor and expense in said agencies. The secretary is further directed
to report from time to time to the governor such changes as he shall
deem desirable in the laws relating to the organization, structure,
efficiency of administrative functions and services of any such
agency or agencies.

The duties for the unstaffed, unfunded Management Engineering
Task Force as set out in this bill enter into areas which are by law the
responsibility of the secretaries of the executive offices.

If your honorable bodies deem it useful to establish this board, I
believe that their recommendations should be made to the secretaries

the executive offices being studied. One of the major goals of
reorganization is to reduce the number of boards and agencies
reporting directly to the governor. The governor should receive
recommendations from his secretaries. The secretaries should be able
to use the information from the Management Engineering Task Force
as a basis for making their own recommendations to the governor,
rather than having the governor receive recommendations on the
same subject from two sources. The most useful way to utilize this
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Task Force would be to have it report to the secretary, and have the
secretary report to the governor by the date of submission of the
annual budget recommendations.

1 therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows;

By striking out the second and third paragraphs of Section 163 of
chapter 6 of the General Laws, inserted by this act, and inserting in
place thereof the following:

Said board shall make its reports and recommendations to the
secretary of the executive office which includes the departments,
divisions and agencies of the commonwealth surveyed by such board
on or before October the thirtieth of each year. The secretary shall
report to the governor on the findings of said task force, together
with his recommendations on those findings, by the fourth Wednes-
day in December, and shall file copies thereof with the clerk of the
house of representatives and the clerk of the senate.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


