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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON, June 21, 1971

the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, House Bill No.
5534 entitled “AN ACT SUSPENDING THE OPERATION OF A
PORTION OF THE RACIAL IMBALANCE LAW IN THE CITY OF
SPRINGFIELD PENDING THE DISPOSITION OF ITS PETITION
FOR JUDICIAL REVIEW.”

It purports to exempt Springfield from the racial imbalance law. It
does much more, much worse than that, it withdraws this state’s
commitment to equal educational opportunity.

I will not betray the trust of those who believe in the good faith of
that commitment.

This Commonwealth’s goal is equal education for all. We will not
reach that goal by undermining our laws, suspending our enforce-
ment, breaking our promises to ourselves.

Those who claim the racial imbalance law is a failure have the
obligation to propose a plan that is a success. To attempt destruction
of what they oppose, with no alternative offered, is reckless
irresponsibility.

I am aware Springfield faces difficulty; so does all America,
because to keep the promise of equality in the heart of our
Constitution is no easy task.

But difficulty is overcome by courage and not cowardice, by
upholding our law, not subverting it.

# I have offered Springfield help, in money and in mediation.
Springfield can solve its problems, if it will. But evading the law is
not the way.
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I veto this bill with a moral conviction that I hope will jolt those
who assume the law applies to everyone but themselves, that they
shall be the exceptions to the rule others are compelled to follow,
that their opinion shall transcend the Commonwealth’s law.

It shall not be so
For the above reasons, 1 cannot in good conscience approve the

measure and I return the bill without my approval.

Respectfully submitted.

FRANCIS W. SARGENT
Governor of the Commonwealth.


