
HOUSE No. 5840

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON, June 22, 1971

To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill No.
5656 entitled “AN ACT INCREASING THE SALARIES OF THE
CLERKS OF THE DISTRICT COURTS.”

This bill completely reclassifies the seventy-two district courts,
with respect to the salaries of the clerks and assistant clerks. It would
abolish the present step-rate salary schedule and substitute a method
of setting clerks salaries based on a percentage of the salary of a full
time justice of a district court.

A number of clerks are placed for the first time in the position of
being required to devote full time to their duties and are prohibited
from engaging in the practice of law. They are given a year from the
effective date of the act to comply with this provision. However,
under the bill as written, they would be paid during that year the
same salary as other clerks in their class who do not now practice
law. It hardly appears equitable to allow full time compensation until
the individual performs full time service.

I have made no decision on whether to approve or disapprove this
legislation. I believe that before I do so, at least this particular
inequity should be corrected.

I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows;
By adding at the end of Section 3 the following: , but no

increase in compensation authorized by said section seventy-nine of
chapter two hundred and eighteen of the General Laws shall be paid
o any such clerk until he files with the chief justice of the district

'courts a sworn statement that he no longer engages, directly or
indirectly, in the practice of law.

Respectfully submitted

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Governor of the Commonwealth
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