
HOUSE No. 6 178

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON, September 1, 1971.

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the
Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House
■Bill No. 5887 entitled “AN ACT INCREASING THE NUMBER OF
COURT OFFICERS AND PROVIDING FOR A CHIEF AND TWO
ASSISTANT CHIEF COURT OFFICERS IN THE BOSTON
JUVENILE COURT.”

This bill authorizes the appointment of two additional court
officers in the Boston juvenile court, bringing the number from six to
eight. It also provides that the justice of the court designate one of
the court officers as chief court officer and two as assistant court
officers. The salaries of these persons are paid by Suffolk County,
and the total cost of Suffolk County is borne by the city of Boston
and its taxpayers.

I, therefore, think it appropriate that the city make the ultimate
decision as to the desirability and necessity of this legislation. The
city of Boston is opposed to the bill in its present form, without any
provision for local acceptance.

You have agreed to similar provisions for Suffolk County bills
whose cost is borne entirely by the city of Boston. The most recent
examples are chapters 142 and 707 of the acts of the current year.

The inclusion of a provision making this act subject to local
acceptance, as in past cases, would serve the interests of fairness. I
believe the acceptance provision should be limited, however, to
require action in the current year. While local approval is desirable,
the acceptance of amendments to general laws should not be left
open indefinitely.

I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by the
city of Boston in the current year, but not otherwise.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Governor of the Commonwealth.

®fjc Commontocaltf) of

To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives:

inserting at the end thereof a new section:



7


