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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON, October 12, 1971

To the HonorableSenate and House of Representatives.

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith. House Bill No.
6146 entitled “AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE RETIRE-
MENT RIGHTS OF ELEVATOR MAINTENANCE MEN EM-
PLOYED BY COUNTIES.”

This bill provides that the retirement law be changed to permit
elevator maintenance men employed by counties to be classified in
Group 2. This classification requires that they must retire at age 65,
and provides for higher retirement allowances for those who
voluntarily retire by the age of 55 and age 65. The Group 2
classification is intended to cover employees engaged in hazardous
positions and implies that such persons should not remain in service
beyond age 65.

The bill also provides that it is retroactive without limit. Any
elevator maintenance man who had been employed by a county, and
retired at any time prior to the effective date of the act, would have
his retirement allowance recomputed as if he had been in Group 2.

I do not at this time have enough information to determine
whether elevator maintenance men in the employ of counties have
duties which are sufficiently hazardous to merit their inclusion in
Group 2. Before I do consider that aspect of the bill, however, I
recommend that the retroactive provisions be stricken. I believe that
it is establishing a precedent which would, if extended into other
areas, be extremely disruptive to orderly administration of the
retirement system.

I noted that the House of Representatives recently rejected a bill,
H. 6243, which would have the effect of providing a retroactive
recomputation of benefits to increase pensions payable to a retired
employee when a spouse predeceases such employee. I believe
Section 2 of this bill falls into the same undesirable category, and I
urge that it be stricken.
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I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows;
By striking out section 2.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


