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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON, October 26, 1971

To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill No.
6224 entitled “AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE FLUORIDATION OF
THE WATER SUPPLY OF CITIES, TOWNS AND WATER DIS-
TRICTS.”

This bill makes two changes with respect to the procedure for
challenging an order to fluoridate a water supply. Present law
provides that upon the filing of sufficient signatures within ninety
days of such an order, the question would be placed upon the ballot
in the next city or town election. The first change this bill makes is
to insure that the vote is taken before the fluoridation may occur.
The second change is to permit the vote to be taken at a biennial
state election, if that election is the one occurring first after the filing
of the petition.

Under the bill, it would be possible to require the state secretary
to place upon the official election ballot a question concerning
fluoridation as late as two or three weeks prior to the election. The
election division of the secretary of state’s office is concerned that
this situation could seriously compromise the issuance of absentee
ballots for the election. I agree with their contention that in cases
where a question may be placed upon the state ballot, a deadline for
the placing of such a question should be inserted into the law.

In accordance with the recommendation of the state secretary, I
suggest that a sixty day notice requirement be given.

I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows
By inserting after the word “first” in line 8 of section 8C of

chapter 111 of the General Laws, inserted by section 2of this act,
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the following: , but not earlier than sixty days following the date
of filing the petition with the city or town clerk.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


