
HOUSE 6419

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON, October 26, 1971.

To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning herewith, House Bill No.
6225 entitled “AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE AWARD
OF CONTRACTS FOR BUILDING CONSTRUCTION BY COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS AND PROVIDING FOR THE SUPERVISION
OF SUCH CONSTRUCTION BY THE DIRECTOR OF BUILDING
CONSTRUCTION.”

This bill provides that all architectural plans and contracts for the
construction, reconstruction, alteration or repair of county buildings
shall be under the supervision of the director of building con-
struction.

I approve of the concept of state supervision of county construc-
tion projects. Projects such as the Middlesex County Courthouse
demonstrate more eloquently than any words how important outside
supervision can be.

In order to accomplish the purposes of this legislation, I believe
that county construction projects should be subject to substantially
the same control by the Bureau of Building Construction as state
projects under the Bureau’s supervision, and that this control should
apply only to those types of projects which, at the state level, would
be so treated. For example, the Bureau of Building Construction now
deals only with state projects the estimated cost of which exceeds
$lO,OOO, and has no jurisdiction over state projects involving
alterations, repairs or additions except those involving alterations in
structural or mechanical design of a building, structure or utility.

I am advised by the Bureau of Building Construction, however,
that its present staff cannot meet these additional responsibilities and
continue to perform its current authorized tasks. Accordingly, I
recommend that at this time a minimum of $lOO,OOO be authorized
to meet the cost of these additional responsibilities. No additional
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permanent positions are being requested at this time.
I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows:
By striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in place

thereof the following;
SECTION 1. The first sentence of section 22 of chapter 6A of the

General Laws, as appearing in section 3 of chapter 704 of the acts of
1969, is hereby amended by adding the following words: or by
any county.

SECTION 2. The second paragraph of said section 22, as so
appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the word “agency”,
in line 2, the following words: or county.

SECTION 3. The first paragraph of section 24 of said chapter 6A,
as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the word
“and”, in line 3, the following words: in the case of a project
undertaken on behalf of the commonwealth.

SECTION 4. The third paragraph of said section 24, as so
appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after the word “contract”,
in line 11, the following words; on behalf of the commonwealth.

SECTION 5. To provide for the expenses of the bureau of building
construction in carrying out the provisions of this act, the following
sum is hereby appropriated from the General Fund, subject to the
provisions of law regulating the disbursement of public funds and the
conditions pertaining to appropriations in chapter seven hundred and
nineteen of the acts of the current year, for the fiscal year ending
June the thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventy-two, said sum to be
in addition to any amounts at present available for said purpose:
Item 0450—1950 For the administration of the bureau of building

construction, including not more than ninety-nine permanent
positions $lOO,OOO.

Respectfully submitted

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


