
No. 64 53HOUSE
Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Flaherty of

Cambridge and as amended by Mr. Bowes of Barnstable, for a Bill to
create a statewide building code and state building code commission
(House, No. 6351). November 3.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

An Act creating a statewide building code and state
BUILDING CODE COMMISSION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 22 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 14 the following sections:
3 Section 15. There shall be in the department, a commission to
4 be known as the state building code commission, which shali
5 consist of the commissioner of community affairs or his designee,
6 the state fire marshal or his designee, the chief of inspections of
7 the department of public safety or his designee, and eight persons
8 to be appointed by the governor for a term of six years of whom
9 one shall be a registered architect, one a registered engineer, one

10 a registered engineer who is a structural engineer, one a registered
11 engineer who is a mechanical engineer, one a building owner, one
12 a representative of building trades, one a building contractor, and
13 one a local building official.
14 Any member of the commission may be removed by the
15 governor for cause, after being given a written statement of the
16 charges and an opportunity to be heard thereon. Vacancies shall
17 be filled for an unexpired term in the same manner as
18 appointments are made.
19 No member shall act as a member of the commission or vote as

20 such, in connection with any matter as to which his private right,
21 distinct from the public interest, is concerned.
22 A majority of the members of the commission shall constitute
23 a quorum for the purpose of conducting business, but a lesser
24 number may adjourn from time to time.
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25 A chairman and vice chairman shall be chosen by the members
26 of the commission to serve in such a capacity for not more than
27 two consecutive years.
28 Each appointive member of said commission shall be paid fifty
29 dollars for each day while in the actual performance of his duties
30 as such, but not exceeding three thousand dollars in any fiscal
31 year, and shall also receive from the commonwealth all expenses
32 necessarily incurred by him in connection with his official duties.
33 Subject to the approval of the commissioner, the commission
34 shall employ an executive secretary who shall not be subject to
35 the provisions of chapter thirty-one. The department shall
36 employ such other personnel to assist the executive secretary as
37 it shall deem necessary.
38 Section 16. The commission is authorized and empowered; -

39 (a) To formulate, propose, adopt, and amend rules and
40 regulations relating to the construction, reconstruction, altera-
-41 tion, repair, demolition, removal, inspection, issuance of permits
42 or licenses, installation of equipment and use or occupancy of all
43 buildings and structures and parts thereof or classes of buildings
44 and structures and parts thereof, and to prescribe standards or
45 requirements for materials to be used in connection therewith,
46 including but not limited to, provisions for safety, ingress and
47 egress, and sanitary conditions and may provide reasonable fees
48 for the issuance of licenses and permits in connection therewith,
49 and may provide for penalties for violations of the state building
50 code or any rules or regulations issued by the commission in
51 connection with the state building code not exceeding one
52 thousand dollars for any one violation and may provide that each
53 day during which any portion of which a violation is permitted
54 to exist shall be a separate offense. Such rules and regulations
55 and penalties for violations thereof shall comprise and be
56 collectively known as the state building code.
57 (b) To subpoena witnesses, take testimony, compel pro-
-58 duction of books and records and to hold public hearings. The
59 commission may designate one or more of its members to hold
60 special public hearings and report on such hearings to the
61 commission.
62 (c) To make a continual study of the operation of the state
63 building code, and other laws relating to the construction of
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64 buildings to ascertain their effects upon the cost of building
65 construction and effectiveness of their provisions for health,
66 safety, and security.
67 (d) To recommend tests and approvals or require the testing
68 and approval, including the specification of test criteria and
69 conditions, of materials, devices, and methods of construction,
70 either upon the commission’s own initiative or at the request of
71 any interested person including but not limited to a manu-
-72 facturer, builder, architect, engineer, local or state inspector of
73 city or town to ascertain their acceptability under the require-
-74 ments of the state building code and issue certification of such
75 acceptability, which shall be binding on all cities and towns.
76 (e) To review, on its own initiative or on the application of
77 any inspector of buildings or building commissioner or of any
78 state or local inspector, any determination, interpretation,
79 decision, order, action, requirement, direction, or refusal or
80 failure to act under the state building code by any local
81 inspector, inspector of buildings or building commissioners or
82 interpretations under the state building code by any state
83 inspector and to reverse, modify, or annul, in whole or any part,
84 such determinations, decision, order, action, interpretation,
85 requirement, direction, or refusal or failure to act by any local
86 inspector, inspector of buildings or building commissioners or
87 any interpretations by any state inspector except with respect to
88 the specialized codes as defined in section thirty-one.
89 (f) To establish an advisory board to be known as the
90 technical code council, for assistance and recommendations
91 relative to the formulation, promulgation and administration of
92 the state building code. Said council shall be convened regularly
93 by the executive secretary of the commission and shall establish
94 its own rules and regulations for the conduct of its business. This
95 council shall include a representative from each state department,
96 commission, agency, board, or division concerned with the state
97 building code, including specialized codes referred to in section
98 thirty-one and such other members as the commission may
99 designate.

100 (g) To formulate the administrative procedures and promul-
-101 gate rules and regulations necessary to administer and enforce the
102 state building code.



HOUSE - No. 6453 [November4

(h) To revise and amend the state building code exclusive of
the specialized codes referred to in section thirty-one at least
once every five years, and to send a copy of such revisions to
each inspector of buildings or building commissioner and each
local and state inspector and to all boards of selectmen in towns
and mayors in cities.

103
104
105
106
107
108

Section 1 7. The state building code shall be designed to
effectuate the general purposes set forth in section sixteen and
the specific objectives and standards hereinafter set forth;

109
110
11l

(a) To provide uniform standards and requirements for
construction and construction materials, consonant with ac-
cepted standards of engineering and fire-prevention practices. To
effectuate this objective the commission shall examine the
national model codes or any other codes used by other cities or
states for possible adoption of all or part of those codes most
suited to the needs of the commonwealth.

112
113
1 14
115
116
117
118

(b) To formulate such standards and requirements, so far as
may be practicable, in terms of performance objectives, so as to
make adequate performance for the use intended the test of
acceptability.

119
120
121
122

(c) To permit to the fullest extent feasible, use of modern
technical methods, devices and improvements which tend to
reduce the cost of construction without affecting reasonable
requirements for the health, safety and security of the occupants
or users of buildings.

123
124
125
126
127

(d) To eliminate restrictive, obsolete, conflicting and un-
necessary building regulations and requirements which tend to
reduce the cost of construction without affecting reasonable
requirements for the health, safety, and security of the occupants
or users of buildings.

128
129
130
131
132

(e) To incorporate any special regulations for the rehabili-
tation and maintenance of existing buildings.

133
134

Section 18. The state building code commission shall hold
public hearings for the purpose of adopting or promulgating a
state building code. There shall be at least one such hearing in
each of the cities of Boston, Worcester and Springfield. The
commission shall give notice of such public hearings to the
commissioner of community affairs, each inspector of buildings
or building commissioner and other such individuals or organiza-

135
136
137
138
139
140
141
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142 tions, both within and without the commonwealth, as have, in
143 the opinion of the commission, concern with the promulgation
144 of such code. Notice of each such public hearing shall be
145 published in at least one newspaper of general circulation in each
146 of the cities of Boston, Worcester, Springfield, Fall River, Lowell,
147 Lynn and Pittsfield at least twenty-one days before the dates set
148 for each such hearing.
149 After the conclusion of all such public hearings, but not later
150 than January first, nineteen hundred and seventy-four, the
151 commission shall adopt and promulgate the state building code
152 by filing a certified original of said code, signed by at least
153 two-thirds of the members of the commission, with the secretary
154 of the commonwealth; and by filing certified copies of said code
155 with the clerks of the senate and the house of representatives. A
156 copy of the code so adopted and promulgated shall be sent by
157 the commission to each inspector of buildings or building
158 commissioner as defined by section thirty-three and the commis-
-159 sioner of the department of public safety, and to boards of
160 selectmen in towns and to mayors in cities, and shall take effect
161 in those cities and towns which accept the provisions of the code
162 promulgated under this section.
163 The commission, or any city or town may propose amend-
-164 ments to the code. Public hearings shall be held in the city of
165 Boston in May and October of each year, and at such other times
166 and places as the commission may determine, to consider
167 petitions for such amendments. Notice of these public hearings
168 shall be given in accordance with the procedures set forth in the
169 first paragraph of this section. The subject matter of the petitions
170 to be considered shall be indicated in all such notices. Any
171 amendment to the state building code shall require an affirmative
172 vote by a majority of the members of the commission at a
173 regularly convened meeting within three months of the final
174 public hearing on the given amendment. Upon filing with the
175 state secretary, such an amendment shall be binding and have the
176 full force and effect of law in all cities and towns unless the
177 commission shall specify a different time. The commission shall
178 send a copy of any amendments to each inspector of buildings or
179 building commissioner, and to the commissioner of the depart-
-180 ment of public safety, the boards of selectmen in' towns and to
181 mayors in cities, within thirty days after their adoption.
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182 Section 19. The state building code shall include all those
specialized construction codes, rules or regulations pertaining to
building construction, reconstruction, alteration, repair or demo-
lition promulgated by and under the authority of the various
boards which have been authorized from time to time by the
general court. The specialized codes referred to in this section
shall include, but not be limited to, the state plumbing code,
state electrical code, state fire safety code and state elevator
code.

183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191 Section 20. Any city or town may recommend to the

commission the adoption of rules and regulations imposing a
more restrictive standard for construction, reconstruction, altera-
tion, repair, demolition, and removal in such city or town than
those established by the state building code.

192
193
194
195
196 If the commission finds that more restrictive standards are

reasonably necessary because of special hardship conditions
prevailing within such city or town and that such standards
conform with accepted engineering and fire prevention practices
and with the general purposes of a statewide building code, the
commission may adopt rules and regulations, impose conditions
in connection with the adoption thereof, and may terminate such
rules and regulations at such time, and in such manner as the
commission may deem necessary, desirable or proper.

197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204

Section 21. The mayor of each city or board of selectmen in
each town shall, within one month after the promulgation of the
state building code, employ and designate an inspector of
buildings or building commissioner, as well as such other local
inspectors as are reasonably necessary to assist the inspector of
buildings or building commissioner, to administer and enforce
the state building code. The administrative chief of the inspec-
tions of buildings in any city or town shall be called the inspector
of buildings or building commissioner and any additional local
inspectors employed by any city or town to assist the inspector
of buildings or building commissioner shall be called local
inspectors. Two or more cities and towns may combine and share
expenses in the appointment of any inspector of buildings or
building commissioner and local inspectors. Each inspector of
buildings or building commissioner and local inspector shall have

205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
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at least five years of experience in the supervision of building
construction or design. They shall also have a general knowledge
of the quality and strength of building materials, the accepted
requirements of building construction, good practice in fire
prevention, accepted requirements regarding light and ventila-
tion, and the accepted requirements for safe exit facilities and
other equipment essential for safety, comfort, and convenience
of the occupants of a building.

220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227

All local inspectors, excepting any inspector of buildings or
building commissioner, appointed after April first, nineteen
hundred and seventy-five shall be subject to the provisions of
chapter thirty-one, provided that as to all such local inspectors,
eligibility for qualification as local inspector shall include but not
be limited to the certification by the department for completion
of a course of instruction.

228
229
230
231
232
233
234

The department shall prepare a course of instruction or shall
qualify a course of instruction offered by others for training
persons intending to qualify as local inspectors to be adminis-
tered at such times and places as will insure its availability to
such interested citizens of the commonwealth.

235
236
237
238
239

The department shall also prepare and administer a continuing
educational program designed to assist all local and state
inspectors of buildings in executing their responsibilities under
this chapter. Regular attendance at these meetings shall be
required of all state and local inspectors and the program shall be
administered at such times and places as will insure its availability
to state and local inspectors. Any state or local inspector who
shall attend such course of instruction shall not lose any rights to
compensation or vacation time.

240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247
248

Section 22. There shall be in the department a state building
code appeals board composed of the state building code
commission as established by section twenty-seven.

249
250
251

Whoever is aggrieved by any determination, interpretation,
order, requirement, action, refusal, direction or failure to act by
any state or local agency or any person charged with the
administration or enforcement of the state building code or any
of its rules and regulations, excepting any specialized construc-
tion codes, which heretofore have established separate appeals
procedures, may within forty-five days after the service of notice

252
253
254
255
256
257
258
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259 thereof appeal from such interpretation, order, requirement,
direction, or failure to act to the state building code commission
appeals board.

260
261
262 An appeal shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the

action or failure to act appealed from unless there is a showing
by the state or local agency or any person charged with the
administration or enforcement of the state building code or any
of its rules and regulations that a stay would involve imminent
peril of life or property.

263
264
265
266
267
268 The chairman of the board may designate any three members

of the board to hold any public hearing under this section, and to
hear testimony and take evidence and render a decision. For the
purpose of any specific appeal under this section, three members
shall constitute the state building code appeals board.

269
270
271
272
273 The chairman shall fix a time and place for a public hearing

before said three members at an early and convenient time and
place but not later than thirty days after the entry of such appeal
unless such time is extended by agreement with the appellant.
The chairman shall require that due notice of the time and place
of said hearing be given to all interested parties. Any such party
may appear in person or by agent or attorney at such hearing.
The board shall within thirty days after such hearing, unless such
time is extended by like agreement, issue an appropriate decision
or order reversing, affirming ormodifying; in whole or in part said
interpretation, order, requirement or direction or postponing the
application thereof. In exercising its powers under this paragraph,
the board may impose limitations both of time and of use, and a
continuation of the use permitted may be conditioned upon
compliance with regulations made and amended from time to
time thereafter. A copy of such order or decision of the board
shall be sent forthwith by registered mail to all interested parties.

274
275
276
277
278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288
289

Appeals hereunder shall be on forms provided by the board
and shall be accompanied by such fee as may be established by
the board, and the state, city or town officer in charge of the
record shall thereupon transmit to the board said record together
with all of the papers and documents submitted as evidence.

290
291
292
293
294

The board in hearings conducted under this section, shall not
be bound by strict rules of evidence prevailing in courts of law or
equity.

295
296
297
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298 Decisions on appeals shall be made by the three members of
299 the board conducting the public hearing. Every decision shall
300 require the concurrence of at least two of the three members
301 holding the public hearing and shall state in writing its findings of
302 fact, its conclusions, reasons for its decision and indicate the vote
303 of each member upon the decision. A record of all decisions on
304 appeals of the board and of votes thereunder, properly indexed,
305 shall be maintained in the office of the board and shall be open
306 to public inspection at all times during business hours.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 143 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 1, as most recently amended by
3 chapter 199 of the acts of 1970, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section: -

5 Section 1. In this chapter the following terms, unless a
6 contrary meaning is required by the context or is specifically
7 prescribed shall have the following meanings:
8 “Alteration”, change in or addition to a building which
9 reduces the means of exit or fire resistance or changes its

10 structural support, use or occupancy.
11 “Building”, a combination of any materials, whether portable
12 or fixed, having a roof, to form a structure for the shelter of
13 persons, animals or property. For the purpose of this definition
14 “roof” shall include an awning or any similar covering, whether
15 or not permanent in nature. The word “building” shall be
16 construed where the context requires as though followed by the
17 words “or part or parts thereof”.
18 “Commission”, the state building code commission as estab-
-19 lished by section twenty-seven of chapter twenty-three B.
20 “Commissioner”, the commissioner of public safety.
21 “Department”, department of public safety.
22 “Inspector”, an inspector in the division of inspection of the
23 department, except when qualified by the word “local”, where-
-24 upon it shall mean the inspector of buildings, building commis-
-25 sioner or local inspector of a city, town or district established
26 and appointed pursuant to section thirty-three of chapter
27 twenty-three B.
28 “Repair”, the reconstruction or renewal of a building or
29 structure or part thereof damaged by fire or other cause.
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30 “Specialized code”, all building codes, rules or regulations
31 pertaining to building construction, reconstruction, alteration,
32 repair or demolition promulgated by and under the authority of
33 the various boards which have been authorized from time to time
34 by the great and general court.
35 “State Building Code”, the state building code and amend-
-36 ments and rules and regulations thereto as promulgated by the
37 state building code commission under sections twenty-eight,
38 twenty-nine, thirty, and thirty-one of chapter twenty-three B.
39 “Structure”, a combination of materials assembled at a fixed
40 location to give support or shelter, such a building, framework,
41 retaining wall, tent, reviewing stand, platform, bin, fence, sign,
42 flagpole, recreational tramway, mast for radio antenna or the
43 like. The word “structure” shall be construed, where the context
44 allows, as though followed by the words “or part or parts
45 thereof”.
46 “Theatre”, a building or part thereof in which it is intended to
47 make a business of the presentation of performances for the
48 entertainment of spectators, which has a seating capacity of more
49 than four hundred, with a stage which can be used for scenery
.50 and other appliances.

1 SECTION 3. The last sentence of section 2A of said chapter
2 143, added by chapter 430 of the acts of 1951, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in line 3, the words “and Ford
4 building”.

1 SECTION 4. Section 2B of said chapter 143, inserted by
2 chapter 547 of the acts of 1949, is hereby amended by striking
3 out, in lines 2 and 3, the words “commission on administration
4 and finance” and inserting in place thereof the words: -

5 commissioner of.

1 SECTION 5. Section three of said chapter one hundred and
2 forty-three is hereby repealed.

1 SECTION 6. Said chapter 143 is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 3A, as amended by section I of chapter 482 of the
3 acts of 1945, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section; -
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5 Section 3A. In every city or town the state building code shall,
6 unless otherwise provided by the state building code, be enforced
7 by the local inspector, as defined by section one of this chapter,
8 of such city or town appointed pursuant to section thirty-three
9 of chapter twenty-three B as to any structure or building, or

10 parts thereof, and as to construction, alteration, or repair of any
11 structure or building or part thereof within the jurisdiction of
12 that city or town, including any structures or buildings or parts
13 thereof owned or occupied by the commonwealth or owned by
14 the federal government where such federal structures or parts
15 thereof are not exempted from state regulation by federal law.
16 The inspector may review any order or decision of a local
17 inspector.
18 It shall be the duty of the state division of inspection and its
19 inspectors, appointed pursuant to sections four A and six of
20 chapter twenty-two, to make periodic reviews of all local
21 building inspection practices, and to make recommendations for
22 improvement of such practices. Reports of such reviews shall be
23 filed with the state building code commission. In the event that a
24 city or town shall be without a local inspector, the building code
25 commission may with the approval of the commissioner of the
26 department of public safety direct an inspector to temporarily
27 fulfill the duties of the local inspector, as authorized under
28 section four A of chapter twenty-two, for a period not to exceed
29 thirty days. In such an event, the inspector shall have all the
30 powers of a local inspector. Each city or town shall reimburse the
31 commonwealth for the actual cost of such services provided.

1 SECTION 7. Sections three B, three D, three G, three H,
2 three I, and three J of said chapter one hundred and forty-three
3 are hereby repealed.

1 SECTION 8. The first paragraph of section 3L of said chapter
2 143, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 617 of the acts of 1950,
3 is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 6 and 7, the words
4 “sections three to sixty, inclusive” and inserting in place thereof
5 the words; the state building code.

1 SECTION 9. Section 3N of said chapter 143, as appearing in
2 section 2 of chapter 737 of the acts of 1960, is hereby amended
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3 by striking out, in line 4, the words “Boston Building Code” and
4 inserting in place thereof the words: state building code.

1 SECTION 10. Section three Qof said chapter one hundred
2 and forty-three is hereby repealed.

1 SECTION 11. Said chapter 143 is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 3R, as most recently amended by chapter 303 of the
3 acts of 1969, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 3R. At least one of the doors of the main common
6 entry way into every apartment house having more than three
7 apartments shall be so designed or equipped as to close and lock
8 automatically with a lock including a lock with an electrically-
-9 operated striker mechanism, a self-closing door and associated

10 equipment, and such lock, door or equipment shall be of a type
11 approved by the state building code commission. Every door of
12 the main common entry way and every exterior door into such
13 apartment house, other than the door of such main common
14 entry way which is equipped as provided in the preceding
15 sentence, shall be equipped with a lock of a type approved by
16 said state building code commission; provided, however, that the
17 state building code commission may, in writing, waive any of the
18 requirements of this section in appropriate cases in which, in
19 their opinion, other security measures are in force which
20 adequately protect the residents of such apartment house.
21 Whoever, being in control of such premises, willfully and
22 knowingly violates the provisions of this section shall be
23 punished by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars.
24 This section shall not apply to lodging houses, as defined in
25 section twenty-two of chapter one hundred and forty, dormi-
-26 tories of charitable, educational or philanthropic institutions, or
27 projects of housing authorities, as defined in chapter one
28 hundred and twenty-one B.

1 SECTION 12. Sections four and five of said chapter one
2 hundred and forty-three are hereby repealed.

1 SECTION 13. Said chapter 143 is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 6, as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter
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3 214 of the acts of 1957, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:
5 Section 6. The local inspector, immediately upon being
6 informed by report or otherwise that a building or other
7 structure or anything attached to or connected therewith in that
8 city or town is dangerous to life or limb or that any building in
9 that city or town is unused, uninhabited or abandoned, and open

10 to the weather, shall inspect the same; and he shall forthwith in
11 writing notify the owner, lessee or mortgagee in possession to
12 remove it or make it safe if it appears to him to be dangerous, or
13 to make it secure it if is unused, uninhabited or abandoned, and
14 open to the weather. If it appears that such structure would be
15 specifically unsafe in case of fire, it shall be deemed dangerous
16 within the meaning hereof, and the local inspector may affix in a
17 conspicuous place upon its exterior walls a notice of its
18 dangerous condition, which shall not be removed or defaced
19 without authority from him. If an owner, lessee or mortgagee in
20 possession lives out of the commonwealth, the notice required by
21 this paragraph may be served upon him by a notary public,
22 whose certificate of service under his notarial seal shall be
23 sufficient evidence thereof.

1 SECTION 14. Section Bof said chapter 143, as most recently
2 amended by section 3 of chapter 214 of the acts of 1957, is
3 hereby further amended by inserting after the word “building” in
4 line 10 and in line 13, the words; or building commissioner.

1 SECTION 15. Said chapter 143 is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 9, as most recently amended by section 5 of chapter
3 649 of the acts of 1970, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:
5 Section 9. If such report declares such structure to be
6 dangerous or to be unused, uninhabited or abandoned, and open
7 to the weather, and if the owner, lessee or mortgagee in
8 possession continues such refusal or neglect, the local inspector
9 shall cause it to be made safe or taken down or to be made

10 secure, and, if the public safety so requires, said inspector may at
11 once enter the structure, the land on which it stands or the
12 abutting land or buildings, with such assistance as he may
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13 require, and secure or remove the same, and may remove and
14 evict, under the pertinent provisions of chapter two hundred and
15 thirty-nine or otherwise, any tenant or occupant thereof, and
16 may erect such protection for the public by proper fence or
17 otherwise as may be necessary, and for this purpose may close a
18 public highway. In the case of such demolition, the local
19 inspector shall cause such lot to be levelled to uniform grade by a
20 proper sanitary fill. The costs and charges incurred shall
21 constitute a lien upon the land upon which the structure is
22 located and shall be enforced in an action of contract, and such
23 owner, lessee or mortgagee in possession shall, for every day’s
24 continuance of such refusal or neglect after being so notified, be
25 punished by a fine of not less than ten nor more than fifty
26 dollars. The provisions of the second paragraph of section
27 three A of chapter one hundred and thirty-nine, relative to liens
28 for such debt and the collection of claims for such debt, shall
29 apply to any debt referred to in this section, except that the
30 inspector of buildings or building commissioner shall act here-
-31 under in place of the mayor or board of selectmen. During the
32 time such order is in effect it shall be unlawful to use or occupy
33 such structure or any portion thereof for any purpose.

1 SECTION 16. Section 10 of said chapter 143, as most recently
2 amended by section 4 of chapter 541 of the acts of 1949, is
3 hereby further amended by inserting after the word “the”, in line
4 5, the word; local.

1 SECTION 17. Section 12 of said chapter 143, as amended by
2 section 4 of chapter 697 of the acts of 1945, is hereby further
3 amended by inserting after the word “town”, in line 4, the
4 words: or the state building code.

1 SECTION 18. Sections fifteen, fifteen A, sixteen, seventeen to
2 twenty-one C, inclusive, and twenty-four to thirty-one, inclusive,
3 of said chapter one hundred and forty-three are hereby repealed.

1 SECTION 19. Said chapter 143 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 32, as most recently amended by section 3 of
3 chapter 544 of the acts of 1943, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section; -
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5 Section 32. If a schoolhouse in any city has not been provided
6 with a safe and proper egress or other means of escape from fire,
7 as required by this chapter or by pertinent sections of the state
8 building code, within six months after written notice by the local
9 inspector to the owner, lessee, occupant, or agent in charge

10 thereof, the mayor, for the purpose of conforming to the
11 provisions of the state building code relative to egresses or other
12 means of escape from fire in schoolhouses, may, upon petition of
13 one hundred citizens or taxpayers in such city, authorize the
14 expenditure upon such schoolhouse of not more than fifteen per
15 cent of the cost thereof, payable from any money in the treasury
16 of that city which is not otherwise appropriated.

1 SECTION 20. Sections thirty-three, thirty-four, thirty-six to
2 forty-two, inclusive, and forty-four to forty-nine, inclusive, of
3 said chapter one hundred forty-three arc hereby repealed.

1 SECTION 21. Said chapter 143 is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 50, as amended by chapter 472 of the acts of 1945,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following section: -

4 Section 50. Any person who hinders or prevents or attempts
5 to prevent the commissioner of public safety, the chief of
6 inspections of the department or any inspector or local inspector
7 from entering any building, structure or enclosure or part thereof
8 in the performance of his duty in the enforcement of the laws of
9 the commonwealth relating thereto shall be punished by a fine of

10 not less than fifty nor more than one hundred dollars.

1 SECTION 22. Said chapter 143 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 51, as amended by chapter 510 of the acts of
3 1945, and inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 51. The owner, lessee, mortgagee in possession or
5 occupant, being the party in control, of a place of assembly,
6 theatre, special hall, public hall, factory, workshop, manu-
-7 facturing establishment or building all as defined by the state
8 building code shall cause the provisions of said state building
9 code relative thereto to be complied with, and such person shall

10 be liable to any person injured for all damages caused by a
11 violation of any said provisions. No criminal prosecution for such
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12 violation shall be begun until the lapse of thirty days after such
13 party in control has been notified in writing by a local inspector
14 as to what changes are necessary and must be made to meet the
15 requirements of such provisions, or if such changes shall have
16 been made in accordance with such notice. Notice to one
17 member of a firm or to the clerk or treasurer of a corporation or
18 to the person in charge of the building or part thereof shall be
19 sufficient notice hereunder to all members of any firm or
20 corporation owning, leasing or controlling the building or any
21 part thereof. Such notice may be served personally or sent by
22 mail.

1 SECTION 23. Sections fifty-two to fifty-four, inclusive, of
2 said chapter 143 are hereby repealed.

1 SECTION 24. Section 54A of said chapter 143, inserted by
2 chapter 239 of the acts of 1966, is hereby amended by inserting
3 after the word “of”, the second time it appears in line 2, the
4 words: the state building code or.

1 SECTION 25. Said Chapter 143 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 55, as amended by section 7 of chapter 541
3 of the acts of 1949, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section;
5 Section 55. Any person aggrieved by an order, requirement or
6 direction of an inspector or local inspector, both as defined in
7 section one, under any of the preceding sections may, within
8 thirty days after the service thereof, appeal to a judge of the
9 superior court for the county where the building to which such

10 order, requirement or direction relates is situated for an order
11 forbidding its enforcement; and after such notice as said court
12 shall direct to all parties interested, a hearing may be had before
13 the court at an early and convenient time and place fixed by it;
14 or the court may appoint three disinterested persons, skilled in
15 the subject matter of the controversy, to examine the matter and
16 hear the parties; and the decision of said court, or the written
17 decision under oath of a majority of said experts, filed in the
18 office of the clerk of courts in said county within ten days after
19 such hearing, may alter, annul or affirm such order, requirement
20 or direction. Such decision or a certified copy thereof shall have
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21 the same authority, force and effect as the original order,
22 requirement or direction of the inspector. If such decision annuls
23 or alters the order, requirement or direction of the inspector or
24 local inspector, the court shall order the inspector or local
25 inspector not to enforce his order, requirement or direction, and
26 in every case the certificate required by law or the state building
27 code shall thereupon be issued by said court or by said experts.

1 SECTION 26. Section 56 of said chapter 143, as appearing in
2 the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after
3 the word “inspector”, in line 4 and in line 5, the words: or
4 local inspector.

1 SECTION 27. Said chapter 143 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 57, as most recently amended by section 2 of
3 chapter 582 of the acts of 1948, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 57. The supreme judicial or superior court shall have
6 jurisdiction in equity to enforce the provisions of this chapter,
7 the provisions of the state building code, and of any ordinance,
8 by-law, rule or regulation made under authority of any of such
9 provisions and with the duty of the enforcement of which, under

10 this chapter, an inspector or local inspector is charged; to enjoin
11 violations thereof; and to restrain the use and occupation of any
12 building subject to any provision of this chapter during the
13 period of noncompliance with any order of such inspector or
14 local inspector or such authorized representative or of the court.

1 SECTION 28. Said chapter 143 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 59, as most recently amended by section 3 of
3 chapter 533 of the acts of 1945, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 59. The supreme judicial or superior court may, upon
6 the application of the commissioner, an inspector or local
7 inspector, enforce by any suitable process or decree, any section
8 of the chapter, and any order or requirement of any person made
9 under the authority thereof, which provisions or sections said
10 commissioner, state inspector or local inspector, is, under this
11 chapter or the state building code authorized to enforce.



HOUSE - No. 6453 [November18

1 SECTION 29. Said chapter 143 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 60, as amended by section 4 of said chapter
3 533, and inserting in place thereof the following section: -

4 Section 60. The supreme judicial or superior court may
5 restrain the illegal placing, maintenance or use of any building,
6 structure or other thing. It may, upon the petition of a city or
7 town or of a local inspector for such relief, require the removal
8 of any such building, structure or other thing by the owner, and
9 may authorize the city or town or such local inspector, in default

10 of such removal by the owner, to remove it at the owner’s
11 expense. Upon such petition, the defendant shall be presumed to
12 have acted without a license or authority until he proves the
13 contrary.

1 SECTION 30. Said chapter 143 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 61, as amended by section 2of chapter 674
3 of the acts of 1945, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 61. The local inspector in every city and town shall
6 give written notice to the assessors thereof the granting by him of
7 permits for the construction of any building in such city or town
8 or for any substantial alteration or addition thereto. Such notice
9 shall be given within seven days after the granting of each permit,

10 and shall state the name of the person to whom the permit was
1 1 granted and the location of the building to be constructed or
12 altered or to which an addition is to be made.

1 SECTION 31. Said chapter 143 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 62, as most recently amended by section 1 of
3 chapter 616 of the acts of 1963, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 62. The commissioner shall divide the commonwealth
6 into districts, the number and limits of which may, from time to
7 time, be changed at his discretion. The commissioner shall cause
8 an approved system of elevator inspection to be instituted and
9 maintained in each city and town in a district. Each city and

10 town, whenever the commissioner shall so request, shall submit
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11 to him a written report specifying the number and types of
12 elevators therein, the system of elevator inspection employed and
13 such other information as may be necessary for him to determine
14 whether it has an approved system of elevator inspection. A city
15 or town shall be deemed to have an approved system of elevator
16 inspection if it has a local inspector or a person acting as such,
17 unless in the opinion of the commissioner, it has failed to
18 appoint an adequate number of competent elevator inspectors or
19 otherwise provide for competent inspection of all elevators
20 within such city or town. The commissioner shall assign an
21 adequate number of competent inspectors for all elevators in
22 cities and towns in a district not having an approved system of
23 elevator inspection. The local inspector, or person acting as such,
24 in a city or town having an approved system of elevator
25 inspection and all inspectors assigned by the commissioner shall
26 have supervision of the installation, alteration, maintenance,
27 inspection and approval of all elevators within their respective
28 jurisdictions, and shall enforce the regulations of the board of
29 elevator regulations. No elevator shall be installed or altered until
30 a copy of the plans and specifications of such elevator or of the
31 proposed alterations shall have been filed by the owner of the
32 premises where the elevator is to be installed or altered, or by the
33 manufacturer of the elevator, with the inspector or local
34 inspector having jurisdiction, and a certificate of approval or a
35 specification of requirements shall have been issued by him. The
36 word “elevator” shall include moving stairways.

1 SECTION 32. Section 62A of said chapter 143, inserted by
2 section 2 of chapter 616 of the acts of 1963, is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the word “buildings”, in line 2, the words: or
4 building commissioner.

1 SECTION 33. Section 63 of said chapter 143, as appearing in
2 the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after
3 the word “inspector”, in line 4, the words; or local inspector.

1 SECTION 34. Said chapter 143 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 64, as most recently amended by chapter 157
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3 of the acts of 1966, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 64. All elevators shall be thoroughly inspected and a
6 practical test made of the safety devices required therefor at
7 intervals of not more than one year, and at such other times as
8 may be deemed necessary by the inspector or local inspector.
9 The inspection and practical test shall be made by a licensed

10 elevator construction man, maintenance or repairmen in the
11 presence of an inspector or local inspector having jurisdiction,
12 The owner or person in control of a building in which the
13 elevator is located shall arrange for such inspection and practical
14 test within six months from the time of notice from the
15 inspector or local inspector having jurisdiction thereof. Except in
16 the city of Boston, within ten days after the inspection, said
17 inspector or local inspector shall file a complete written report of
18 all changes and defects in apparatus or equipment to the
19 commissioner of public safety upon forms to be furnished by
20 him. In the city of Boston, within ten days after the inspection,
21 said inspector or local inspector shall file a complete written
22 report of all changes and defects in apparatus or equipment to
23 the Boston building commissioner upon forms furnished to him.

1 SECTION 35. Said chapter 143 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 65, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following section;
4 Section 65. If in the judgment of any inspector or local
5 inspector having jurisdiction thereof an elevator is safe, and if the
6 elevator has been constructed in the manner required by law or
7 by the regulations of the board of elevator regulations or the
8 state building code, the inspector or local inspector shall issue a

9 certificate to that effect to the owner of the elevator or to the
10 person in charge thereof, who shall post the certificate in a
11 conspicuous place in or near the cab or car of such elevator.
12 Otherwise, the inspector or local inspector shall immediately post
13 conspicuously upon the entrance or door of the cab or car of
14 such elevator, or upon the elevator, a notice of its dangerous
15 condition, and shall prohibit the use of the elevator until it has
16 been made safe to his satisfaction. No person shall remove such
17 notice or operate such elevator until the inspector or local
18 inspector has issued his certificate as aforesaid.
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1 SECTION 36. Said chapter 143 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 66, as amended by chapter 182 of the acts of
3 1970, and inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 66. Any owner, operator or person in charge of an
5 elevator or any person employed to inspect, repair or install an
6 elevator shall immediately, if an accident occurs during such
7 installation or repair, or if he thinks such elevator is unsafe, make
8 a written report thereof to the inspector or local inspector having
9 jurisdiction thereof, who shall forthwith inspect such elevator. If

10 any accident occurs to an elevator, the operator, person in charge
11 or owner having knowledge thereof shall immediately report such
12 accident to the inspector or local inspector having jurisdiction,
13 who shall forthwith inspect such elevator.

1 SECTION 37. Section 68 of said chapter 143, as appearing in
2 the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in
3 line 9, the words “inspector of buildings” and inserting in place
4 thereof the words: local inspectors.

1 SECTION 38. The first paragraph of section 69 of said chapter
2 143, as appearing in section 2 of chapter 643 of the acts of 1945,
3 is hereby amended by inserting after the word “buildings”, in
4 line 11, the words: -or building commissioner.

1 SECTION 39. Section 70 of said chapter 143, as most recently
2 amended by section 2 of chapter 439 of the acts of 1959, is
3 hereby further amended by striking out, in line 3, the words
4 “inspector of buildings” and inserting in place thereof the
5 words: local inspector.

1 SECTION 40. Section 82 of said chapter 143, as amended by
2 section 6 of chapter 553 of the acts of 1941, is hereby further
3 amended by inserting after the first sentence the following
4 sentence: In the city of Boston, the Boston building commis-
-5 sioner may grant permits for the special exhibition of pictures by
6 the use of cinematograph or similar apparatus in a public building
7 which in his opinion is in safe condition for such exhibitions, and
8 he may prescribe such regulations as he may deem necessary for
9 the presentation of the same.
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1 SECTION 41. Said chapter 143 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after secton 90 the following two sections: -

3 Section 91. Whoever violates any of the provisions of sections
4 one thorugh ninety, inclusive, shall, unless another penalty is
5 specifically prescribed, be punishable by a fine of not less than
6 one hundred nor more than one thousand dollars.
7 Section 92. No new state building code, rule or regulation or
8 amendments thereof shall affect any building permit lawfully
9 issued or any building or structure lawfully begun in con-

-10 formance with such permit before the effective date of the state
11 building code in a city or town, provided, that construction work
12 under such a permit is commenced within six months after its
13 issue, and the work, whether under such permit or otherwise
14 lawfully begun, proceeds in good faith continuously to com-
-15 pletion so far as is reasonably practicable under the circum-
-16 stances.

1 SECTION 42. Section 8 of chapter 6A of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in section 3 of chapter 704 of the acts of 1969, is
3 hereby amended by inserting after the word “department”, in
4 line 5, the words: ; the state building code commission.

1 SECTION 43. Section 18 of said chapter 6A, as so appearing is
2 hereby amended by striking out, in line 4, the word “, thirteen”.

1 SECTION 44. Chapter 22 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 4A, as amended by chapter 721
3 of the acts of 1951, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section;
5 Section 4A. There shall be within the department a division to
6 be known as the division of inspection. The commissioner shall
7 appoint a chief of inspections, who shall not be subject to the
8 provisions of chapter thirty-one, and who may be removed only
9 for cause. The commissioner shall establish the requirements and

10 qualifications for new state inspectors who are employed by the
11 division of inspection and appointed pursuant to section six of
12 this chapter and shall have the administrative responsibility over
13 said inspectors.
14 The state building code commission shall establish districts
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15 within the commonwealth, each of which shall be supervised by
16 an inspector appointed pursuant to section four A and six of this
17 chapter, whose responsibilities shall be to make periodic reviews
18 of all local building inspection practices and provide technical
19 assistance and advice to the local inspectors in the implementa-

-20 tion of the state building code. It shall also be the duty of the
21 inspector to assure that the provisions of the state building code
22 are being uniformly enforced within his district. In the event that
23 a city or town shall be without a local inspector, the commission
24 may, with the approval of the commissioner of the department
25 of public safety, direct an inspector to temporarily fulfill the
26 duties of the local inspector for a period not to exceed thirty
27 days. In such an event the inspector sahll have all the powers of a
28 local inspector. Each city or town shall reimburse the common-
-29 wealth for the actual cost of such services provided. All
30 inspectors in office at the effective date of this act shall be
31 deemed qualified under this section and are hereby reappointed
32 without impairment of civil service status, seniority, retirement,
33 and other rights of the employee, without interruption of service
34 within the meaning of said chapter thirty-one or section nine A
35 of chapter thirty and without reduction in his compensation and
36 salary grade notwithstanding any change in his title or duties
37 made as a result of such transfer, subject, however to the
38 provisions of said chapter thirty-one and the rules and regulations
39 established thereunder.
40 The department shall submit plans and requests for the
41 upgrading and salary increase of state inspectors commensurate
42 with these added duties and responsibilties.

1 SECTION 45. Section thirteen of said chapter twenty-two is
2 hereby repealed.

1 SECTION 46. All orders, rules, and regulations duly made by
2 the board of standards, as established by section thirteen of
3 chapter twenty-two of the General Laws and abolished by this
4 act, shall remain in full force and effect until superseded, revised,
5 rescinded or cancelled by the state building code commission in
6 accordance with this act, unless the intent of this act otherwise
7 requires. Ail powers and duties given the board of standards
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8 under chapter one hundred and forty-three of the General Laws
9 shall be performed by the state building code commission.

1 SECTION 47. Clause (oed) of the second paragraph of section
2 3 of chapter 238 of the General Laws, as appearing in section 1
3 of chapter 761 of the acts of 1968, is hereby amended by
4 striking out, in line 4, the words “Model Building Codes” and by
5 inserting after the word “law”, in line 10, the words: -, and shall
6 formulate in cooperation with other state agencies a statewide
7 building code and from time to time thereafter suggest amend-
-8 ments thereto.

1 SECTION 48. Section 34 of chapter 1218 of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 751 of the acts of
3 1969, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 17 and 18, the
4 words “three J of chapter one hundred and forty-three” and
5 inserting in place thereof the words; twenty-eight of chapter
6 twenty-three B.

1 SECTION 49. The second paragraph of section 37 of said
2 chapter 1218, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking
3 out, in lines 2 and 3, the words “three J of chapter one hundred
4 and forty-three” and inserting in place thereof the words: -

5 twenty-eight of chapter twenty-three B.

1 SECTION 50. Section 6of chapter 147 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in lines 3 and 4, the words “section thirty-six of
4 chapter one hundred and forty-three” and inserting in place
5 thereof the words: the state building code.

1 SECTION 51. Paragraph Bof section 28 of chapter 148 of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in section 12 of chapter 710 of the
3 acts of 1945, is hereby amended by striking out. in lines 4 and 5,
4 the words “section twenty-one of chapter one hundred and
5 forty-three” and inserting in place thereof the words: - the state
6 building code.

1 SECTION 52. Paragraph 1 of said section 28 of said chapter
2 148, is hereby amended by inserting after the word “forty-
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3 three”, inserted by chapter 81 of the acts of 1970, the words
4 or the state building code.

1 SECTION 53. Paragraph Lof said section 28 of said chapter
2 148, as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 680 of
3 the acts of 1963, is hereby further amended by striking out, in
4 line 4, the words “section one of chapter one hundred and
5 forty-three” and inserting in place thereof the words: the state
6 building code.

1 SECTION 54. Paragraph Nof said section 28 of said chapter
2 148, added by section 9 of chapter 364 of the acts of 1946, is
3 hereby amended by striking out, in lines 1 and 2, the words
4 “section twenty-four of chapter one hundred and forty-three”
5 and inserting in place thereof the words: with the state
6 building code as it pertains to providing fire extinguishers.

1 SECTION 55. The first sentence of section 126 of chapter 149
2 of the General Laws, as amended by chapter 349 of the acts of
3 1954, is hereby further amended by striking out, in lines 3 and 4,
4 the words “section twenty-one of chapter one hundred and
5 forty-three” and inserting in place thereof the following
6 words; the state building code.

1 SECTION 56. Section 59 of chapter 111 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in section 1 of chapter 719 of the acts of 1962, is
3 hereby amended by striking out, in lines 18 and 19, the words
4 “section forty-nine of chapter one hundred and forty-three” and
5 inserting in place thereof the following words; the provisions
6 of the state building code.

1 SECTION 57. Section one hundred and five A of chapter four
2 hundred and seventy-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
3 thirty-eight, inserted by section one of chapter two hundred and
4 seventeen of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, is
5 hereby repealed.

1 SECTION 58. Section 2 of chapter 665 of the acts of 1956 is
2 hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph and inserting
3 in place thereof the following paragraphs: -
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4 There is hereby established in the city of Boston a board to be
5 called the board of appeal, and to consist of five members
6 appointed by the mayor in the following manner; - One member
7 from two candidates, one to be nominated by the Boston Real
8 Estate Exchange and one by the Massachusetts Real Estate
9 Exchange; one member from two candidates, one to be nomi-

10 nated by the Boston Society of Architects and one by the Boston
11 Society of Civil Engineers; one member from three candidates,
12 one to be nominated by the Master Builders Association, one by
13 the Building Trades Employers’ Association and one by the
14 Building Contractors Association of Massachusetts Inc.; one
15 member from two candidates to be nominated by the Building
16 Trades Council of Boston and vicinity; and one member selected
17 by the mayor. All members of the board of appeal in office on
18 January one, nineteen hundred and seventy-five shall continue to
19 hold their positions until they would have otherwise expired
20 under chapter four hundred and seventy-nine of the acts of
21 nineteen hundred and thirty-eight and chapter two hundred and
22 seventeen of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-nine.
23 Upon expiration of the term of office of a member of said
24 board in office on January one, nineteen hundred and seventy-
-25 five, his successor shall be appointed for the term of five years;
26 and subsequent appointments to said board shall be for terms of
27 five years each. Vacancies shall be filled for an unexpired term in
28 the manner in which original appointments are required to be
29 made. Each member of the Board of appeal shall receive for
30 every day or part thereof of actual services twenty dollars or such
31 other sum as may from time to time be fixed by the city council
32 with the approval of the mayor; but no member shall so receive
33 in any one year more than fifteen hundred dollars or such other
34 sum as may from time to time be fixed by the city council with
35 the approval of the mayor. No member shall act in a case in
36 which he has a personal interest, and when a member is so
37 disqualified, or absent, the remaining members shall designate a
38 substitute. Members of said board shall be residents of or engaged
39 in business in the city of Boston. The board shall establish rules
40 and regulations for its own procedure not inconsistent with this
41 code.
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42 Any board or officer of the city or any person aggrieved by
43 reason of being refused a permit by any administrative official
44 under the provisions of this act or by reason of any order or
45 decision of the building commissioner or other administrative
46 official in violation of any provision of this act or any zoning
47 regulation or amendment thereof adopted under this act may
48 appeal to said board of appeal within forty-five days after such
49 refusal, order or decision by paying to the building commissioner
50 a fee of twenty-five dollars or such other sum as the city council
51 with the approval of the mayor may from time to time prescribe,
52 and filing with the board or officer from whose refusal, order or
53 decision the appeal is taken a notice of appeal specifying the
54 grounds thereof. Such board or officer shall forthwith transmit
55 to said board of appeal such notice of appeal and all documents
56 and papers constituting the record of the case in which the
57 appeal is taken.

1 SECTION 59. On January first, nineteen hundred and seventy-
-2 five, all by-laws and ordinances of cities and towns in conflict
3 with the state building code promulgated under section twenty-
-4 eight of chapter twenty-three B of the General Laws shall be
5 annulled.

1 SECTION 60. This act, being necessary for the welfare of the
2 commonwealth and its inhabitants shall be liberally construed to
3 effect the purpose thereof.

1 SECTION 61. The provisions of this act are severable, if any of
2 its provisions shall be held unconstitutional by any court of
3 competent jurisdiction, the decision of such court shall not affect
4 or impair any of the remaining provisions.

1 SECTION 62. Sections two to forty-one, inclusive, forty-four,
2 and forty-eight, inclusive, shall take effect on January first
3 nineteen hundred and seventy-five.

1 SECTION 63. Sections forty-three, forty-five, and forty-six
2 shall take effect on April first, nineteen hundred and seventy-
-3 two.
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1 SECTION 64. Notwithstanding any general or special law to
2 the contrary, all inspectors of buildings, building commissioners,
3 and local inspectors in office on the effective date of this act
4 shall be deemed qualified but not subject to the provisions of
5 chapter thirty-one if said inspector of buildings, building com-
-6 missioner or local inspector was not previous to the effective date
7 of this act subject to the provisions of said chapter thirty-one;
8 provided that such inspectors of buildings, building commis-
-9 sioners or local inspectors completes a course of instruction to be

10 prepared and administered by the department, or offered by
11 other public or private agencies and satisfactory to the depart-
-12 ment.
13 Nothing in this section should be construed to deprive any
14 inspector of buildings, building commissioner, or local inspector
15 who is previous to the effective date of this act subject to the
16 provisions of chapter thirty-one of any rights under said chapter.

1 SECTION 65. Of the members first appointed to the state
2 building code commission, established under section twenty-six
3 of chapter twenty-three B, added by section one of this act, three
4 shall be appointed for terms of two years, three for terms of four
5 years, and two for terms of six years.


