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By Mr. Cawley, a petition of Robert L. Cawley that provision be made
for the adoption of resolutions by the General Court memorializing the
Congress of the United States urging the immediate and total withdrawal
of all United States forces from Southeast Asia upon the release of all
prisoners of war. Federal Financial Assistance.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Tw

Resolutions urging the immediate and total withdrawal of
ALL UNITED STATES FORCES FROM SOUTHEAST ASIA UPON THE RE-
LEASE OF ALL PRISONERS OF WAR.

Whereas, the continued involvement of the United States in the
conflict in Southeast Asia violates the principles of the United
Nations Charter and the Constitution of the United States; and

Whereas, the cost of this involvement, both in terms of lives
lost on all sides and the heavy expenditure of public funds, has
imposed an intolerable moral and economic burden on the people
of the United States; and

Whereas, the involvement of the United States in the conflict
has diverted the attention and resources of the American people
from the urgent task of rebuilding the domestic economy and en-
suring the political, social and economic development of all Amer-
icans; and

Whereas, the continued involvement of the United States in the
conflict serves only to perpetuate the division and dissent within
American society; and

Whereas, the perpetuation of an anti-democratic government in
South Vietnam removes any further moral or political justification
for the continued presence of the United States in that country;
and

Whereas, the conditions of confinement and the treatment of



[Jan. 1972.SENATE— No. 10.2

V

American prisoners of war in Southeast Asia are clear violations
of international law and impose a severe hardship on their fam-
ilies and the entire American people; and

Whereas, the captivity of United States prisoners of war in
Southeast Asia is the sole justification for continued American in-
terest in the conflict; therefore be it

Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts declares its
commitment to a policy of complete and total withdrawal of all
United States Military forces from the Republic of Vietnam, Laos
and Cambodia, subject only to the release of all United States
prisoners of war from these nations; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent forthwith by
the Secretary of the Commonwealth to the presiding officer of
each branch of Congress and to each member thereof from this
Commonwealth.


