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By Mr. Quinlan, a petition of John M. Quinlan for a legislative amend-
ment to the Constitution creating a popular constitutional enabling act
with reference to the calling of a convention to revise, alter or amend the
Constitution. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
CREATING A POPULAR CONSTITUTIONAL ENABLING ACT WITH REF-
ERENCE TO THE CALLING OF A CONVENTION TO REVISE, ALTER OR
AMEND THE CONSTITUTION.

A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and House
of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it to be ex-
pedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the following
Article of Amendment, to the end that it may become a part of
the Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the
next General Court and approved by the people at the state election
next following]:

Article. . SECTION 1. The General Court shall have
authority at any time to enact a law to be called a Popular Con-
stitutional Enabling Act directing the Secretary of the Common-
wealth to place upon the ballot at any state election he question
“Shall there be a convention to revise, alter or amend the Con-
stitution of the Commonwealth?” or the question “Shall there be
a convention to revise, alter or amend the Constitution of the Com-
monwealth, provided that the convention shall not consider or
propose revisions, alterations or amendments relating to (here
specify any parts of the Constitution or subject matters to be ex-
cluded from the convention) ?” The Act shall provide that, if a
majority of the votes on such question are in the affirmative, then
it shall be deemed and taken to be the will of the people that such
a convention be called to revise, alter or amend the Constitution.
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The Act shall also provide for the number of delegates to be elected
to the convention and their qualifications, manner of election and
compensation. The Act may provide for the time, place of initial
meeting, quorum, and rules of procedure of the convention; the
manner of submitting the revisions, alterations and amendments
adopted by the convention to the people for ratification; the es-
tablishment of a preparatory and advisory commission to assist
the voters and delegates; and such other matters relating to the
constitutional convention as shall be necessary or advisable.

A constitutional convention held pursuant to this Article may,
among its proposals for revision, alteration, and amendment, pro-
pose re-arrangement and simplification of the provisions of the
Constitution. All revisions, alterations, amendments, re-arrange-
ments, and simplifications adopted by the convention shall be placed
by the Secretary of the Commonwealth on the ballot at a state
election for ratification and, if so ratified by a majority vote of
the people, the Constitution shall be deemed to be revised, altered
and amended accordingly. The provisions of Article XLVEQ of
the Amendments relating to the popular initiative of laws shall
apply to the Popular Constitutional Convention Enabling Act and
such an act shall not be considered a measure which is an excluded
matter within the meaning of the said Article.

SECTION 2. In the year nineteen hundred and seventy-six and
in each twentieth year thereafter the General Court shall enact a (
Popular Constitutional Convention Enabling Act containing pro-
visions as prescribed or authorized in Section 1, directing the
placing on the ballot of the question “Shall there be a convention
to revise, alter or amend the Constitution of the Commonwealth?”,
unless during the ten years preceding such year a popular constitu-
tional convention, without exclusion of parts of the Constitution
or subject matter, shall have been held. The provisions of Section
1 shall govern the procedure for ratification of the revisions, al-
terations, amendments, re-arrangements and simplifications adopted
by the convention.


