
SENATE 234

By Mr. McKinnon, a petition of Allan R. McKinnon and William J.
Spence for legislation to further regulate outdoor advertising. Commerce
and Labor.

I
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

An Act further regulating outdoor advertising.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to provide forthwith that cities and
3 towns may by ordinance and by-law regulate the erection of
4 certain billboards, signs and other advertising devices, there-
-5 fore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary
6 for the immediate preservation of the public health and con-
-7 venience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 29 of chapter 93 of the General Laws, as
2 amended by chapter 153 of the acts of 1958, is hereby further
3 amended by adding the following paragraph:
4 No license or permit shall be granted for the location or
5 maintenance of billboards, signs or other advertising devices
6 within a city or town, except where such location or mainte-
-7 nance is in conformity with applicable city and town ordi-
-8 nances and by-laws enacted in accordance with this section;
9 and no ordinance or by-law shall be deemed inconsistent with

j| 10 sections twenty-nine to thirty-three inclusive or with said
11 rules and regulations on the ground that such ordinance or
12 by-law prohibits the location or maintenance of a billboard,
13 sign or other advertising device which in the absence of the
14 ordinance or by-law would be in conformity with said sec-
-15 tions, rules or regulations.

1 Section 2. The outdoor advertising board is hereby auth-
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2 orized and directed to consider the problem of the regulation
3 of on premises signs, so called, and to submit to the clerk of the
4 senate or of the house its findings and recommendations for
5 legislation providing for state or local control of such signs,
6 on or before January first nineteen hundred and seventy-three.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 93 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 31 and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-3 lowing section;

4 Section 31. The supreme judicial and superior courts shall
5 have jurisdiction in equity upon petition of the attorney gen-
-6 eral, of any city or town or any officer thereof, or of any
7 interested party, to restrain the erection or maintenance of
8 any billboard, sign or other device erected or maintained in
9 violation of any rule, regulation, ordinance or by-law estab-

-10 lished or adopted under section twenty-nine, and to order the
11 removal or abatement of such billboard, sign or device as a
12 nuisance.

1 Section 4. Any owner of a licensed billboard, sign, or de-
-2 vice, forced to remove the same under the provisions of this
3 section shall receive just compensation from the municipality
4 involved.


