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SENATE No. 518

By Mr. Locke, a petition of David H. Locke for legislation to ascertain
the will of the people with reference to the membership of the House of
Representatives and the number of representative districts in the Common-
wealth and providing for an investigation and study by the committees on
Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently, relative to said subject. The
Judiciary.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two,

An Act to ascertain the will of the people with reference
TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND
THE NUMBER OF REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS IN THE COMMON-
WEALTH AND PROVIDING FOR AN INVESTIGATION AND STUDY BY

THE COMMITTEES ON RULES OF THE TWO BRANCHES RELATIVE TO
SAID SUBJECT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. For the purpose of ascertaining the will of the
2 people with reference to a proposed amendment to the Con-
-3 stitution reducing the membership of the house of representa-
-4 tives and the number of representative districts in the com-
-5 monwealth, the state secretary shall cause to be posted on
6 the official ballot to be used at the biennial state election in the
7 year nineteen hundred and seventy-two, immediately follow-
-8 ing the questions submitted under the provisions of Article
9 XLVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution, the following

£ilO question:
11 Do you favor a proposed amendment to the constitution of
12 the commonwealth providing for a census of the population
13 in the year nineteen hundred and seventy-five and the ap-
-14 portionment on the basis of said census of the commonwealth
15 into one hundred and sixty equal repre- | YES j
16 sentative districts and forty equal sena- | NO
17 torial districts?
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18 The votes upon said question shall be received, sorted,
19 counted and declared, and copies of records thereof trans-
-20 mitted to the state secretary, laid before the governor and
21 council, and by them open and examined, in accordance with
22 the laws relating to votes for state officers and copies of rec-
-23 ords thereof, so far as such laws are applicable. The governor
24 shall make known the result by declaring the vote on said
25 question in the commonwealth as a whole and also the vote
26 by congressional, senatorial and representative districts, and
27 shall transmit a statement of such result in writing to the
28 clerk of the senate and to the clerk of the house of repre-
-29 sentatives.

1 Section 2. The committees on rules of the two branches of
2 the general court, acting jointly, shall make an investigation
3 and study of the advisability of adopting an amendment to the
4 Constitution as described in section one. Said committees
5 shall report the results of its investigation and study and its
6 recommendations, if any, together with drafts of such legis-
-7 lation or constitutional amendment necessary to carry its
8 recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the
9 clerk of the senate not later than the first Wednesday in

10 January in the year nineteen hundred and seventy-three.


