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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

An Act relative to reimbursement by the commonwealth
TO CITIES AND TOWNS IN CONNECTION WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF BICYCLE PATHS AND HIKING TRAILS.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 132 A of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 adding after section 11 the following section:
3 Section 11A. The commissioner shall establish a program
4 to assist the cities and towns which have established conserva-
-5 tion commissions under section eight C of chapter forty in
6 acquiring lands and in planning, designing and constructing
7 bicycle paths and hiking trails. He may, from funds appropri-
-8 ated to carry out the provisions of section three and this sec-
9 tion, reimburse any such city or town for any money expend-

-10 ed by it in establishing an approved project under said pro-
-11 gram in such amount as he shall determine to be equitable
12 in consideration of anticipated benefits from such project, but
13 in no event shall the amount of such reimbursement exceed

|l4 fifty per cent of the cost of such project. No reimbursement
15 shall be made hereunder to a city or town unless a project
16 application is filed by such city or town with the commission-

-17 er setting forth such plans and information as the commis-
-18 sioner may require and approved by him nor until such city
19 or town shall have appropriated, from the general fund, trans-
-20 ferred from available funds or have voted to expend from its
21 conservation fund, under clause fifty-one of section five of
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22 chapter forty, an amount equal to the total cost of the project,
23 nor until the project has been completed, to the satisfaction
24 of the commissioner, in accordance with said approved plans.
25 Any reimbursement received by a city or town under this
26 section shall be applied to the payment of indebtedness, if any,
27 incurred in acquiring land for such conservation project.
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