
No. 890SENATE
By Mr. Saltonstall, a petition of Charles Francis Mahoney that pro-

vision be made for an investigation and study by a special commission
(including members of the General Court) relative to the reorganization
of children’s services. Social Welfare.

In the year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

Resolve establishing a special commission on the reorgani-

zation OF CHILDREN’S SERVICES.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to be known
2 as the special commission on reorganization of children’s serv-
-3 ices, consisting of three members of the senate to be designated
4 by the president of the senate, three members of the house
5 of representatives to be designated by the speaker of the
6 house of representatives, and five persons to be appointed by
7 the governor, is hereby established. The commission shall
8 select its own chairman from among its members. Said com-
-9 mission shall study and make recommendations as to the

10 feasibility of establishing a Bureau of Children’s Services
11 and the reorganization of all services provided children by the
12 various departments, agencies, boards, and bureaus of the
13 government of the commonwealth including the department
14 of youth services, the department of mental health, the depart-
-15 ment of public welfare, the division of child guardianship,
16 and special programs in education and rehabilitation, under
17 said Bureau of Children’s Services. The recommendations of
18 said commission shall be made with a view to the elimination
19 of duplication in the functions, administrative practices and
20 facilities of the various agencies, with regard to children’s
21 services, and the creation of an administrative structure which
22 which will assure coordinated planning and the consolidation
23 of the delivery of children’s services. The governor shall ap-
-24 point an advisory panel to facilitate the work of the com-
-25 mission which will consist of the secretary of human services,
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26 the secretary of educational affairs, the commissioner of youth
27 services, the commissioner of public welfare, the commissioner
28 of mental health, the commissioner of education, the associate
29 commissioner for the division of special education, and the
30 secretary of administration who shall act as its chairman.
31 Said commission may call upon any department, commission,
32 board, officer and employee of the commonwealth or its sub-
-33 divisions for such information as it may desire in the courstf
34 of its investigation. Said commission shall be provided with
35 quarters in the state house or elsewhere, may hold hearings,
36 may require by summons the attendance and testimony under
37 oath of witnesses and the production of books and papers.
38 The chairman, with the approval of the commission, shall ap-
39 point a qualified person as executive director at a salary not
40 to exceed fifteen thousand dollars per year. Said commission
41 may expend for expert, legal, and other services and expenses,
42 such sums as may be appropriated therefore. Said commis-
43 sion shall report its findings and recommendations, together
44 with drafts of legislation necessary to carry out its recom-
45 mendations, to the governor, and shall submit a copy thereof
46 to the general court, by filing the said copy with the clerk
47 of house of representatives, at such time or times as it may
48 deem advisable; provided, however, that an initial report shall
49 be filed with the commission not later than November first,
50 nineteen hundred and seventy-two, and that quarterly reports
51 shall be filed thereafter, and that a final report shall be filed
52 on or before August first, nineteen hundred and seventy-three.
53 There is hereby appropriated from the General Fund for serv-
54 ices and expenses and legal, clerical and other assistance the
55 sum of one hundred thousand dollars.
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