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Senate, July 6, 1972.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was committed
the House Bill relative to the control and regulation of legislative
agents (House, No. 5710), reports recommending that the same
ought to pass, with an amendment substituting a new draft en-
titled “An Act relative to legislative counsel and agents and others
promoting or opposing legislation” (Senate, No. 1520).

For the committee,

JAMES A. KELLY, Jr.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Two.

An Act relative to legislative counsel and agents and
OTHERS PROMOTING OR OPPOSING LEGISLATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
'ourt assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
1 Section 1. Chapter 3 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 45 the following section:—

Section A. Within sixty days after the prorogation of the
4 general court every legislative counsel or agent or any person
5 who has received or has been promised any compensation or
6 reward for his services in promoting or opposing legislation
7 or has made any contribution to a testimonial event in the
8 legislative session so prorogued shall render to the state sec-
-9 retary a detailed statement, on oath, of all expenditures in-

-10 curred in the furtherance of the objectives of his employer or
11 any other person in promoting or opposing legislation and
12 any contributions to a testimonial event and which are in
13 excess of the amount of one hundred and fifty dollars or the
14 equivalent in value. Failure to comply with the provisions of
15 this section shall render any agreement for such services un-
-16 enforceable in all courts in the commonwealth.

1 Section 2. Section 48 of said chapter 3, as appearing in
2 the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking out
3 the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following
4 two sentences: Within thirty days after the prorogation of
5 the general court, every person who has employed any person
6 to act as legislative counsel or agent or who has expended
7 any sums of money or incurred any expenses in connection
8 with promoting or opposing legislation or has made any con-
-9 tribution to a testimonial event during the session of the

10 general court so prorogued shall render to the state secretary
11 a complete and detailed statement, on oath, of all expenses
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12 incurred or paid in connection with the employment of legisla-
-13 tive counsels or agents or with promoting or opposing legisla-
-14 tion or any contribution to a testimonial event. Every person,
15 whether or not his or its name appears upon the dockets so
16 closed as an employer of any legislative counsel or agent, shall
17 render such statement.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 3is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 49, as most recently amended by section 6
3 of chapter 508 of the acts of 1939, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section Any person who willfully violates any provi-
-6 sion of sections forty, forty-two, forty-three, forty-four, forty-
-7 five A and forty-eight shall be punished by a fine of not less
8 than one hundred nor more than five thousand dollars, or by
9 imprisonment for not more than one year, or both. Any per-

-10 son acting as a legislative counsel or agent who willfully vio-
-11 lates any provisions of section forty, forty-two, forty-three,
12 forty-four and forty-five A shall, in addition to such fine or
13 imprisonment, be disqualified from acting as legislative coun-

-14 sel or agent until the termination of the third regular session
15 of the general court after the date of conviction of such of-
-16 fense. Any person who willfully violates the provisions of
17 section forty-five shall be punished by a fine of not more than
18 one thousand dollars or by disqualification from acting as
19 legislative counsel or agent until the termination of the third
20 regular session of the general court after the date of convic-
-21 tion of such offense, or by both such fine and disqualification.
22 The attorney general shall cause prosecutions to be instituted
23 for violations of any provision of sections forty, forty-two to
24 forty-five A, inclusive, forty-seven and forty-eight.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect on January third,
2 nineteen hundred and seventy-three.




