
(Similar Matter Filed During Previous Session See House, No. 5883.)

By Mr. McKenna, a petition (accompanied by resolve, Senate, No. 375)
of Denis L. McKenna that provision be made for the submission to the
voters of the Commonwealth the question of allowing the voluntary re-
cital of prayers in public schools. Education

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

1 Resolved, whereas, A great controversy has arisen as to the
2 justification of allowing the voluntary recital of prayers in
3 public schools; and
4 Whereas, A recent decision of the United States Supreme
5 Court decided that it is unconstitutional to allow the voluntary
6 recitation of prayers in public schools; and
7 Whereas, This prohibition is of great concern to many
8 residents of the commonwealth; therefore be it
9 Resolved, That the state secretary shall cause to be placed

10 on the official ballot to be used at the biennial state election in
11 the year nineteen hundred and fifty-eight: —“Shall the vol-
-12 untary recitation of prayer be authorized in public schools?
13 The votes upon said question shall be received, sorted, counted
14 and declared, and copies of records thereof transmitted to the
15 state secretary, laid before the governor and council, and by
16 them opened and examined, in accordance with the laws relat-
-17 ing to votes for state officers and copies of records thereof, so
18 far as such laws are applicable. The governor shall make
19 known the result by declaring the number of votes in the affir-

-20 mative and the number in the negative, and shall transmit a
21 statement of such result, in writing, to the clerk of the senate.
22 If a majority of said votes is in the affirmative, it shall be
23 and taken to be the will of the people that the voluntary re*
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24 cital of prayer should be allowed in public schools, if a ma-
-25 jority of said votes is in the negative, it shall be deemed and
26 taken to be the will of the people that the voluntary recital of
27 prayer should not be allowed in public schools. If a majority
28 of the votes upon the question submitted to the voters is in the
29 affirmative, the state secretary of the commonwealth shall file
30 this report with the clerk of the house of representatives and
31 shall also send copies of this report to the President of thqo
32 United States, the presiding officer of each branch of the Con-
-33 gress and to each member thereof from this Commonwealth.
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