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SENATE No. 488
By Mr. McGrail (by request), a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,

No. 488) of Kathleen M. McCarthy for legislation relative to the registra-
tion and licensing of astrologers. Government Regulations.

aljr (Comuunuuralth of fMaaaacfjuapfta

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act relative to the registration and licensing

OF ASTROLOGERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section 129 thereof the following
3 new sections;

4 Section 130. Definition.
5 As used in section one hundred and thirty to one hundred
6 and thirty-eight, inclusive, the following words shall have the
7 following meanings unless the context clearly indicates a dif-
-8 ferent meaning:
9 “Astrologer” means any person who is engaged in the prac-

-10 tice of astrology as defined in this chapter.
11 “Astrology” means the art and science of counseling accord-
-12 ing to the interpretation of the correlation of planetary action
13 in human experience.
14 “Board” means the board of registration of astrologers.
15 Section 131. Licensing; Applications; Qualifications.
16 Each person desiring to obtain a license as an astrologer
17 shall make application therefor to the board upon such form
18 and in such manner as the board shall prescribe and shall
19 furnish evidence satisfactory to the board that he:
20 (a) Is of good moral character;
21 (b) Is twenty-one years of age or older;
22 (c) Has at least a high school diploma or its equivalent;
23 (d) Conducts his astrological activities in accordance with
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24 accepted standards such as the Code of Ethics determined by
25 the Board;
26 (e) Has passed the examination prepared, administered and
27 required by the board.
28 Section 132. Licensing; Examinations.
29 Upon satisfaction of requirements specified in section one
30 hundred and thirty-one, the applicant shall pass an examina-
-31 tion administered by the board. Examinations shall be con-
-32 ducted at least once a year at a time and place to be desig-
-33 nated by the board. Examinations shall be written, oral or
34 both as the board deems advisable. An applicant shall be held
35 to have passed an examination upon the affirmative vote of
36 at least three members of the board. Any person who shall
37 have failed an examination conducted by the board may not
38 be admitted to a subsequent examination for a period of at
39 least six months.
40 Section 133. Applicant Previously Licensed in Another
41 Jurisdiction; Effect.
42 Notwithstanding the provisions of section one hundred and
43 thirty-two, the board may issue a license without examination
44 to an applicant who presents evidence that he has been licensed
45 or certified as an astrologer by a similar board of another
46 jurisdiction whose standards, in the opinion of the board, are
47 not lower than those required in the commonwealth; or that
48 he holds a diploma from a nationally recognized board or
49 agency approved by the board.

50 Section 13Jf. Violations; Penalties.
51 On and after January first, nineteen hundred and seventy-
-52 four, any person not licensed to practice astrology who holds
53 himself out to be an astrologer, or who uses the title “astrolo-
-54 ger” or engages in the practice of astrology in a manner that
55 implies or would reasonably be deemed to imply that he is so
56 licensed shall be punished by a fine of not more than five
57 hundred dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than three
58 months, or both.
59 Section 135. Fees.
60 The following fees shall be assessed and collected by the
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board: (a) Application fee, fifty dollars, (b) Initial license fee,
twenty-five dollars, (c) Biennial renewal fee, twenty-five
dollars.

61
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Section 136. Renewal of Licenses.64
Licenses shall be valid for two years and shall be renewed

biennially. On or before April fifteenth every two years the
secretary of the board shall forward to each licensed astrolo-
ger an application form for renewal. Upon receipt of the com-
pleted form and the renewal fee on or before June first, the
secretary shall renew the license for two years commencing
July first. Any application for renewal of a license which has
expired shall require the payment of a new application fee.
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Section 137. Revocation or suspension of License; Hearing;70
Vo

Enforcement of Order.74
The board may revoke any license, or may suspend the same

for a definite period not to exceed two years, if the holder has
been convicted of a felony involving moral turpitude in con-
nection with the practice of astrology, or for failure to meet
the standards set forth in Section one hundred and thirty-one,
or has been found by the board to have employed fraud or
deceit in obtaining his license or to have acted improperly, un-
ethically or with gross negligence in the practice of astrology.
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83 Notice in writing of a contemplated revocation or suspension
of a license, of the cause therefor in sufficient particularity
and of the date of hearing thereon, shall be sent by registered
or certified mail to the licensee at his last known address at
least fifteen days before the date of such hearing. The astrolo-
ger against whom a charge is filed shall have the right to
appear before the board in person or by counsel, or by both,
may produce witnesses and evidence in his behalf, and may
question witnesses. No license shall be revoked or suspended
without such hearing, but the non-appearance of the licensee,
after notice, shall not preclude such hearing. All matters upon
which the decision is based shall be introduced in evidence
at the hearing. The licensee shall be notified in writing of the
board’s decision. The board may make such rules and regula-
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97 tions as it deems proper for the filing of charges and the
98 conduct of hearing.
99 After issuing an order of revocation or suspension the board

100 may also file a petition in equity in the superior court in a
101 county in which the respondent resides or transacts business,
102 or in Suffolk county, to aassure appropriate injunctive relief to
103 expedite and secure the enforcement of its order. I104 Section 138. Reinstatement of License.
105 After three years from the date of revocation, an appli-
-106 cation for reinstatement may be made to the board, which
107 may, upon the affirmative vote of at least three of its members,
108 grant such reinstatement.

1 Section 2. Chapter thirteen of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding thereto the following new sections:

3 Board of Registration of Astrologers.

5 ship; Qualifications.
6 There shall be a board of registration of astrologers which
7 shall consist of five members to be appointed by the governor.
8 Members of the board shall be residents of the commonwealth
9 and citizens of the United States. At least three members of

10 the board shall be licensed astrologers under the provisions of
11 sections one hundred and thirty to one hundred and thirty-
-12 eight, inclusive, of chapter one hundred and twelve.

13 Section 81. Board of Registratioyi of Astrologers; Appoint-
14 ment of Successor.
15 Upon the expiration of the term of a member, his successor
16 shall be appointed for a term of five years. No member of the^
17 board who has served a full five-year term shall be reappointed
18 to succeed himself.
19 Section 82. Removal from Office; Hearing.

20 The governor shall have the power to remove from office
21 any member of the board for cause; but no board member
22 may be so removed without being informed in writing at least

4 Section 80. Board of Registration of Astrologers; Member-
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thirty days in advance, of the reasons for his removal and of
his right to a public or private hearing with counsel.

23
24

Section 83. Meetings of Board; Officers; Powers and Duties.25
The board shall, at its first meeting, and at each annual

meeting thereafter, organize by electing from among its mem-
bers a chairman, vice-chairman, and a secretary. Such officers
shall serve until their successors are elected and qualified.

26
27
28

j|29'*3o The board shall hold at least two regular meetings each
year; but additional meetings may be held upon call of the
chairman, or the secretary, or the written request of any two
members of the board. Three members of the board shall con-
stitute a quorum.
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The board shall examine and pass upon the qualifications
of applicants for licenses to practice astrology in the common-
wealth and shall issue licenses to qualified applicants, but no
action shall be taken with respect to the granting of a license
or its revocation or suspension without the concurrence of at
least three members of the board. The board shall adopt a seal
which shall be affixed to all licenses issued by the board.
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42 The board shall from time to time adopt such rules and

regulations and amendments thereof and supplements thereto
as it may deem necessary.

43
44

The members of the board shall serve without compensation
but each member shall be reimbursed for actual expenses rea-
sonably incurred in the performance of his duties as a mem-
ber or on behalf of the board. The board shall be empowered
to hire such assistants as it may deem necessary to carry on
its activities.
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1 Section 3. Notwithstanding the provisions of clause (e) of
> 2 section 131 of chapter 112 of the General Laws, added to the

3 General Laws by this act, if application is made on or before
4 December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and seventy-four, to
5 the board of registration of astrologers:
6 (a) An applicant who holds a certificate or diploma from a
7 school of astrology recognized by the board shall be licensed
8 without examination, provided said applicant otherwise meets
9 the requirements of section 131 of chapter 112.
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10 (b) An applicant who has actively engaged in the practice
11 of astrology for a period of three years prior to the filing of
12 the application shall be licensed without examination, provided
13 said applicant otherwise meets the requirements of section 131
14 of chapter 112.

1 Section 4. Nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent
2 a non-resident astrologer from engaging in the practice owl
3 astrology in the commonwealth for a period not to exceed
4 thirty days in one calendar year.

1 Section 5. Of the initial five members of the board of
2 registration of astrologers established by section eighty of
3 chapter thirteen of the General Laws, inserted by section two
4 of this act, one shall be appointed for a term of one year, one
5 for a term of two years one for a term of three years, one
6 for a term of four years, and one for a term of five years. The
7 governor shall also designate one of said members to act as
8 chairman for the purpose of calling a meeting and organizing
9 said board. Three of the members of the board shall be licensed

10 astrologers under the provisions of sections one hundred and
11 thirty to one hundred and thirty-eight, inclusive, of chapter
12 one hundred and twelve, provided that three of the initial
13 members of the board shall be deemed to be and shall become
14 licensed astrologers without examination immediately upon
15 their appointment and qualification as members of said board.
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