
(Similar Matter Filed During Previous Session House, No. 5838.)

By Mr. Timilty, (by request), a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,
No. 514) of Paul F. Donovan foi legislation to regulate the termination
of gas or electric service by gas or electric companies. Government Reg-
ulations.

I

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act regulating the termination of gas or electric
SERVICE BY GAS OR ELECTRIC COMPANIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 124 A of chapter 164 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking the section and substituting therefor the
3 following;
4 The department shall promulgate rules and regulations after
5 a hearing in accordance with section two of chapter thirty A
6 governing the termination and resumption of service by a gas
7 or electric company. Such regulations may provide for deci-
-8 sions by the department whether termination is to be permit-
9 ted in individual cases. Such decisions may be made on the

10 basis of investigations or other proceedings which need not
11 comply with the requirement of an adjudicatory proceeding as
12 set forth in chapter thirty A. Such decisions shall relate solely
13 to the termination or resumption of service, and shall in no
14 way affect the right of the company to resort to other types of
15 proceedings for the purpose of collecting amounts allegedly
16 owed the company for service. Nothing in this section shall be
17 construed to prevent termination at any time for reasons of
18 safety, health, cooperation with civil authorities or any other
19 reason for which termination is specifically authorized by stat-
-20 ute.
21 However, no gas or electric company shall cut off gas or
22 electric service in any home during such time as there is seri-
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23 ous illness therein as certified to such company by the local
24 board of health or a registered physician; or a clear and pres-
-25 ent danger of serious illness therein as certified by a registered
26 physician approved by the department. Such certifications
27 must be renewed every three months. Where gas or electric
28 service has been cut off in any home or apartment where seri-
-29 ous illness or the likelihood of serious illness has been properly
30 certified, the company shall promptly resume gas or electnP
31 service. A copy of this section shall be sent by the company to
32 the consumer before service is terminated. Any such company
33 wilfully violating the provisions of this section or section one
34 hundred and twenty four shall be punished by a fine of not
35 more than fifty dollars.
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