
SENATE No. 573
By Mr. Atkins, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 573) of

Chester G. Atkins and Ronald A. Pina for legislation concerning jury
trials in juvenile courts. The Judiciary.

tilin' (Cnamunuiu'alth of Hosaarhusplts

V In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Threi

An Act concerning jury trials in juvenile courts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 4of chapter 51 of the General Laws as
2 most recently amended by section 4 of chapter 382 of the acts
3 of 1971, is hereby further amended by striking out the words
4 “twenty years of age” and substituting in their place the
5 words: seventeen years of age.

6 Chapter 51 is also hereby amended by striking out in the
7 caption immediately preceding section 4 the words “twenty
8 years of age” and substituting in their place the
9 seventeen years of age.

10 Chapter 51 is also hereby amended by striking out in section
11 10A the words “twenty years of age” and substituting in their
12 place the words: —seventeen years of age.

13 Chapter 51 is also hereby amended by striking out in section
14 14 the words “twenty-one years of age” and substituting in
15 their place the words: —seventeen years of age.

1 Section 2. Section 56 of chapter 119 as most recently
£ 2 amended by chapter 336 of the acts of 1971 is hereby further

3 amended by inserting the following new sentence immediately
4 after the final sentence of the second paragraph: If a claim of
5 trial by jury is made, the juvenile claimant may elect to have
6 no more than one-third of the members of such jury be be-
-7 tween the ages of 18 and 21 years at the time of the com-
-8 mencement of the trial.



SENATE No. 573. [Jan. 1973.2

Section 3. Chapter 234 of the General Laws, as most
recently amended by chapters 285, 367 and 460 of the acts of
1972, is hereby further amended by inserting the following
new section immediately after section IB:
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Section IC. Special Jurors in Juvenile Cases.5

6 Notwithstanding section one of this chapter, persons be-
tween the ages of eighteen and twenty-one years shall be quali-
fied to serve as jurors in the juvenile session of the district
and superior courts and in the Boston Juvenile Court accord-
ing to the provisions of chapter one hundred nineteen of the
General Laws, and such person shall not be exempt from serv-
vice solely by reason of their age.
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Chapter 234 is also further amended by inserting the fol-
lowing paragraph immediately after the second paragraph of
section 4:
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16 Separate lists of persons between the ages of eighteen and

twenty-one years shall be prepared in like manner to the pre-
paration of lists of adult jurors. Such list shall include no less
than one juror for every one hundred inhabitants between the
ages of eighteen and twenty-one years or more than one juror
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for every sixty such inhabitants according to the latest census,
state or national, but in Nantucket or Dukes counties, may
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ude one juror for every thirty such inhabitants

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect on January 1, 1974.
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