
SENATE No. 632
By Mr. Bulger, (by request), a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,

632) of Richard D. Gerould for legislation relating to the powers and
duties of the chief justice of the Superior Court. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three,

An Act relating to the powers and duties of the chief justice

OF THE SUPERIOR COURT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and, House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 14A of chapter 212 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting before the first paragraph the following
3 paragraphs:—

4 The chief justice of the superior court shall be authorized
5 to require uniform practices, to prescribe official forms, forms
6 of blanks and records, and to superintend the keeping of rec-
-7 ords by clerks. The chief justice shall have general superin-
-8 tendence of the superior court including clerks and other offi-
-9 cers; but, except as otherwise provided by law, shall have no

10 power to appoint any such officers. Without limiting the gen-
ii erality of the foregoing, the chief justice shall require records
12 to be kept which shall be available to the general court and
13 which shall show the number of sessions held and the dates
14 thereof, the names of the justices holding sessions of the court
15 and any other information which may generally assist in the
16 determination of the nature and volume of, and the time re-
-17 quired to complete, all work done by the court.

In the case of the refusa or failure of any justice, clerk
A to comply with any order of19 or officer of the superior coi

20 the chief justice of the supe
21 his duties and powers, the
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court in the performance of
chief justice shall report such
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23 court with a statement of such non-compliance, and, upon a
24 finding, made after a hearing by said chief justice or any
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25 justice of the supreme judicial court to whom said chief jus-
-26 tice may refer the matter, that such person has not complied
27 with such order of the chief justice of the superior court,
28 the supreme judicial court shall forthwith make an appro-
-29 priate order as to thematter involved.
30 To promote co-ordination in the work of the court, the chief
31 justice of the superior court may call a conference of any or
32 all of the justices of the superior court or other officers con-|c
33 nected with such court, and all related expenses of such justi-
-34 ces or officers for attening any such conferences shall be paid
35 by the commonwealth. The chief justice may from time to
36 time report to the governor and to the general court his
37 recommendations, with drafts of legislation necessary to carry
38 such recommendations into effect, relative to any matters af-
-39 fecting the administration of the superior court.
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