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SENATE
By Mr. MacKenzie, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 670) of

Ronald C. MacKenzie for legislation to lower the legal age of majority
from twenty-one years to eighteen years. The Judiciary.

4
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act lowering the legal age of majority from
TWENTY-ONE YEARS TO EIGHTEEN YEARS.

Be it enacted by the Senate aiid House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 7of Chapter 4of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by adding after the Forty-sixth clause the
3 following clause: Forty-seventh, “Minor” shall mean any
4 person under eighteen years of age.

1 Section 2. Section 7of said Chapter 4is hereby further
2 amended by adding after the Forty-seventh clause the following
3 Clause: Forty-eighth, “Full age” shall mean eighteen years of
4 age or older.

1 Section 3. Section 7of Chapter 4of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by adding after the Forty-eighth clause the
3 following clause: Forty-ninth, “Adult” shall mean any person
4 who has attained the age of eighteen.

1 Section 4. Section 7of said Chapter 4is hereby further
4 2 amended by adding after the Forty-ninth clause the following

3 clause: Fiftieth, “Age of Majority” shall mean eighteen years
4 of age.

1 Section 5. The first paragraph of Section 9A of Chapter
2 22 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the
3 last sentence, as most recently amended by Chapter 88 of the
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4 Acts of 1955, the word “twenty-first” and inserting in place
5 thereof the following word: —eighteen.

1 Section 6. Chapter 31 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out in Section 22A, as amended by Chapter
3 287 of the Acts of 1947, the word “twenty-one” and inserting
4 in place thereof the following word: —eighteen.

I
1 Section 7. Section 2of Chapter 32A of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended, in subsection (d), by striking out, wherever
3 it appears, the word “nineteen” and inserting in place thereof,
4 in each instance, the following word: eighteen.

1 Section 8. Section 2of Chapter 328 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended in subsection (b), by striking out, wherever
3 it appears, the word “nineteen” and inserting in place thereof,
4 in each instance, the following word: eighteen.

1 Section 9. Section 7of said Chapter 328 is hereby amended,
2 in subsection (a), by striking out the word “nineteen” and
3 inserting in place thereof the following word: eighteen.

1 Section 10. Section 7A of said Chapter 328 is hereby
2 amended, in subsection (a), by striking out the word “nine-
-3 teen” and inserting in place thereof the following w 7ord:
4 eighteen.

1 Section 11. Section 88 of Chapter 33 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the last paragraph, as
3 appearing in Section 1 of Chapter 629 of the Acts of 1958, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
5 For the purposes of this section, a parent shall be conclu-^6 sively presumed to be wholly dependent for support upon a
7 child under eighteen years of age.

1 Section 12. Section 13 of Chapter 48 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by Chapter 303 of the Acts of
3 1964, is hereby further amended by striking out in the first
4 sentence the word “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof
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5 the following word: —eighteen.

1 Section 13. The first paragraph of Section 8A of Chapter
2 59 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by Chapter
3 310 of the Acts of 1969, is hereby further amended by striking
4 out in the first sentence the word “twenty-one” and inserting in
5 place thereof the following word: eighteen.

4 1 Section 14. Section 2of Chapter 70 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out, in subsection (e), the word
3 “minor.”

1 Section 15. Section 3of Chapter 76 of the General Laws
2 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
3 by striking out in the first sentence the word “twenty-one” and
4 inserting in place thereof the following word: eighteen.

1 Section 16. The fourth paragraph of Section 2of Chapter
2 90 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by Section 1
3 of Chapter 736 of the Acts of 1967, is hereby further amended
4 by striking out in the second sentence the word “twenty-one”
5 and inserting in place thereof the following word: eighteen.

1 Section 17. Said Chapter 90 is hereby amended by striking
2 out Section 2C and inserting in place thereof the following
3 new section:
4 A person eighteen years of age or older shall have full legal
5 capacity to act in his own behalf in the matter of contracts for
6 the purchase, repair, or sale of motor vehicles, parts or acces-
-7 series therefor, and such contracts or any instrument relative
8 to the financing of such contracts.

� 1 Section 18. Section 7B of said Chapter 90 of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out clause (4), as most
3 recently amended by Chapter 74 of the Acts of 1966, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following clause: (4) Each
5 school bus shall be operated by a person eighteen years of age
6 or over who is licensed under Section 8A or who is licensed
7 under Section 9 of Chapter one hundred and fifty-nine A and is
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8 subject to an annual physical examination in accordance with
9 the regulations of the carrier employing such person as an

10 operator; provided, however, that in case of an emergency such
11 school bus may, for a period not to exceed three consecutive
12 days, be operated by any person, eighteen years of age or over,
13 who is duly licensed by the registrar to operate a motor vehicle
14 other than as provided herein; and provided further, that no
15 person shall operate a school bus whose license to do so is|
16 suspended or revoked, or whose application to operate a school
17 bus has been rejected by the registrar.

1 Section 19. Section Bof said Chapter 90 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the seventh sentence and inserting in place
3 thereof the following sentence: —To each licensee shall be
4 assigned some distinguishing number or mark, and the licenses
5 shall be in such form as the registrar shall determine, provided,
6 however, that a license issued to a person under the age of
7 eighteen shall be different in color from a license issued to a
8 person who has attained the age of eighteen.

1. Section 20. Section 8A of said Chapter 90 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the first paragraph, as most recently amended
3 by Chapter 100 of the Acts of 1970, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following paragraph: —Application for a license
5 to be a school bus operator may be made by any person who
6 shall have attained the age of eighteen years but who has not
7 passed his seventieth birthday and who shall have been a duly
8 licensed motor vehicle operator for a period of three consecutive
9 years prior to his application except a person who has been

10 licensed and whose license is not in force because of revocation
11 or suspension or whose right to operate is suspended by the
12 registrar; but before such a person shall be so licensed the"
13 registrar shall be satisfied that he is of good moral character
14 and has successfully completed a driving performance test, a
15 visual test, and a physical examination by a licensed physician
16 within a three month period of the date of his application in
17 conformity with such minimum physical qualifications as shall
18 be determined by the registrar.
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Section 21. The second sentence of the first paragraph of
Section SB of said Chapter 90, as appearing in Chapter 187 of
the Acts of 1967, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 6
the words “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof the
word: eighteen.

1
2
3
4
5

Section 22. Section 199 G of Chapter 94 of the General
Laws, added by Chapter 339 of the Acts of 1966, is hereby
amended by striking out, in line 1, the word “twenty-one” and
inserting in place thereof the following word: —eighteen.

1

4

Section 23. Section 183 of Chapter 111 of the General
Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
amended by striking out, in line 1, the word “twenty-one” and
inserting in place thereof the word: eighteen.

1
9

3
4

1 Section 24. The first paragraph of Section 2of Chapter
2 112 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the
3 second sentence, inserted by Chapter 299 of the Acts of 1966,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: Each
5 applicant who shall furnish the board with satisfactory proof
6 that he is eighteen or over and of good moral character, that
7 he has completed two years of premedical collegiate work, in-
-8 eluding physics, chemistry, and biology, in a college or univer-
9 sity approved by a body constituted as provided in this section

10 and herein referred to as the approving authority, that he has
11 attended courses of instruction for four years of not less than
12 thirty-two school weeks in each year, or courses which in the
13 opinion of the board are equivalent thereto, in one or more
14 legally chartered medical schools, and that he has received the
15 degree of doctor of medicine or its equivalent, from a legally

jl6 chartered medical school having the power to confer degrees in
* 17 medicine and approved by the approving authority, shall, upon

18 payment of one hundred and twenty-five dollars, be examined,
19 and, if found qualified by the board, be registered as a qualified
20 physician and entitled to a certificate in testimony thereof,
21 signed by the chairman and secretary.

1 Section 25. Section 9of said Chapter 112, as most recently

4 2
*3
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2 amended by Chapter 578 of the Acts of 1962, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out, in line 3, the word “twenty-one”
4 and inserting in place thereof the word: —eighteen.

1 Section 26. The first paragraph of this Section 16 of said
2 Chapter 112, as amended by Section 1 of Chapter 676 of the
3 Acts of 1955, is hereby further amended by striking out in the
4 second sentence, the word “twenty-one” and inserting in place|
5 thereof the following word: eighteen.

1 Section 27. Section 23C of said Chapter 112, as amended
2 by Section 1 of Chapter 585 of the Acts of 1958, is hereby
3 amended by striking out subsection (a) and inserting in place
4 thereof the following subsection:
5 (a) Be at least eighteen years old.

1 Section 28. The first paragraph of Section 45 of said
2 Chapter 112, as appearing in Section 1 of Chapter 564 of the
3 Acts of 1949, is hereby amended by striking out the second
4 sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:
5 —Any such applicant eighteen years or over and of good moral
6 character who shall furnish the board with satisfactory proof
7 that he has received a diploma from the faculty of a reputable
S dental college as defined in Section Forty-six, shall, upon pay-
-9 ment of forty dollars, be entitled to be examined by the board.

1 Section 29. The first paragraph of Section 55 of said
2 Chapter 112 is hereby amended by striking out in the second
3 sentence, as most recently amended by Section 1 of Chapter
4 538 of the Acts of 1968, the word “twenty-one” and inserting
5 in place thereof the following word: eighteen.

1 Section 30. The first paragraph of Section 68 of said
2 Chapter 112, as amended by Section 2 of Chapter 339 of the
3 Acts of 1934, is hereby further amended by striking out in the
4 second sentence the word “twenty-one” and inserting in place
5 thereof the following word: eighteen.

1 Section 31. The first paragraph of Section 73E of said
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1

i

2 Chapter 112, as amended by Chapter 440 of the Acts of 1967, is
3 hereby further amended by striking out the last sentence and
4 inserting in place thereof the following sentence: —lf the
5 applicant passes such examination and has reached the age of
6 eighteen years, he shall be granted a license signed by the
7 Chairman and Secretary of the board; if he passes such
8 examinations and has not reached said age, he shall be granted
9 such license when he is eighteen years of age.

1 Section 32. Section 83 of said Chapter 112, as most re-
-2 cently amended by Chapter 491 of the Acts of 1948, is hereby
3 further amended by striking out, in line 8 and in line 24, the
4 words “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof, in each
5 instance, the word; eighteen.

1 Section 33. Section 87A of said Chapter 112, as amended
2 by Section 2 of Chapter 663 of the Acts of 1963, is hereby
3 further amended by striking out, in line 6, the word “twenty-
-4 one” and inserting in place thereof the word: —eighteen.

1 Section 34. The second paragraph of Section 87TT of said
2 Chapter 112, as appearing in Section 2 of Chapter 726 of the
3 Acts of 1957, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 3, the
4 word “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof the word:
5 eighteen.

1 Section 35. The first paragraph of Section 87GGG of said
2 Chapter 112 is hereby amended by striking out, in the third
3 sentence, the word “nineteen” and inserting in place thereof
4 the following word: eighteen.

1 Section 36. The last paragraph of Section 87000 of said
2 Chapter 112, added by Chapter 137 of the Acts of 1867, is
3 hereby amended by striking out, in line 4, the word “twenty-
-4 one” and inserting in place thereof the word: —eighteen.

1 Section 37. Section 87PPP of said Chapter 112, is hereby
2 amended by striking out the definition of “Master technician

license,” as appearing in Section 2 of Chapter 604 of the Acts
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4 of 1963, and inserting in place thereof the following definition:
5 “Master technician license,” license issued to any person at
6 least eighteen years of age who has had at least one year of
7 experience in the repair and maintenance of radio and tele-
-8 vision receivers.

1 Section 38. The second paragraph of Section 87TTT o*
said Chapter 112, as most recently amended by Section 2 cf
Chapter 170 of the Acts of 1965, is hereby amended by striking
out the second sentence and inserting in place thereof the
following sentence: A master technician license and shall be
issued to any person under eighteen years of age.

2
3
4
5

6

Section 39. Section 91 of said Chapter 112, is hereby
amended by striking out, in line 7, the word “twenty-one”, as
appearing in Section 2 of Chapter 409 of the Acts of 1966, and
inserting in place thereof the word: eighteen.

1
2
3
4

Section 40. Section 109 of said Chapter 112, inserted by
Section 2 of Chapter 865 of the Acts of 1970, is hereby amend-
ed by striking out, in line 8, the word “twenty-one” and in-
serting in place thereof the word: eighteen.

1
2
3
4

Section 41. Section 7 of Chapter 113 of the General
Laws, inserted by Chapter 353 of the Acts of 1967, is hereby
amended by striking out, in line 1, the word “twenty-one” and
inserting in place thereof the word: eighteen.

1
2
3
4

Section 42. Section 1 of Chapter 116 of the General
Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
amended by striking out clause First and inserting in place
thereof the following clause: First, except as provided in
following clause, each person who after reaching the age of
eighteen has resided in any town within the Commonwealth for
five consecutive years shall thereby acquire a settlement in
such town.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Section 43. Section 5 of said Chapter 116, as most recently
amended by Section 1 of Chapter 624 of the Acts of 1948,

1
2
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d

3 is hereby further amended by striking out, in line 6, the word
4 “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof the word:
5 eighteen.

1 Section 44. Said Chapter 116 is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out in Section 6, as most recently amended by Section 1
3 of Chapter 343 of the Acts of 1970, the word “twenty-one” and
4 inserting in place thereof the following word: eighteen.

1 Section 45. Chapter 117 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended in section 9, as most recently amended by section 1 of
3 chapter 343 of the Acts of 1970, by striking out the word
4 “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof the following
5 word: —eighteen.

1 Section 46. Section lof Chapter 118 of the General Laws
2 as most recently amended by Section 27 of Chapter 658 of
3 the Acts of 1967, is hereby further amended by striking out in
4 the definition “Dependent child”, the word “twenty-one” and
5 inserting in place thereof the following word; —eighteen.

1 Section 47. Chapter 117 is hereby amended by striking out
2 Section 5, as most recently amended by Section 1 of Chapter
3 343 of the Acts of 1970, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:
5 Section 6. The kindred of such poor persons, in line or
6 degree of father, mother and children, by consanguinity, living
7 in the Commonwealth, and of sufficient ability, shall be bound
8 to support such poor persons in proportion to their respective
9 ability; provided, however, that parents shall not be required

10 to support or contribute to the support of any of their children
11 eighteen years of age or over who are poor or indigent.

1 Section 48. Said Chapter 118 is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out in Section 2A, as amended by Section 29 of Chapter
3 658 of the Acts of 1967, the word “twenty-one” and inserting
4 in place thereof the followingword: eighteen.

1 Section 49. Section Bof Chapter 118 D of the General Laws
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2 is hereby amended by striking out in the first paragraph, as
3 amended by Section 2 of Chapter 343 of the Acts of 1970, the
4 word “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof the following
5 word: —eighteen.

1 Section 50. Section lof Chapter 118 E of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in Section 1 of Chapter 800 of the Acts of 1969.
3 is hereby amended by striking out, in line 11, the word|
4 “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof the word:
5 eighteen.

1 Section 51. Section 6of said Chapter 118E, as so appear-
-2 ing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 7 and in line 10,
3 the word “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof, in each
4 instance, the word: eighteen.

1 Section 52. Section 10 of said Chapter 118E, as so ap-
-2 pearing is hereby amended by striking out the last paragraph
3 and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
4 In determining responsibility of any individual for any
5 applicant or recipient of assistance under this chapter, such
6 responsibility shall be limited to husband for wife and parents
7 for children under the age of eighteen.

1 Section 53. Section 16 of said Chapter 118E, as so appear-
-2 ing, is hereby amended by striking out in the first paragraph
3 the word “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing word: eighteen.

1 Section 54. Section 23 of Chapter 119 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out in subsections A, B and
3 C the word “twenty-one”, wherever it appears, and inserting i^
4 place thereof, in each instance, the following word:—eighteen.

1 Section 55. Section 26 of said Chapter 119, as appearing
2 in Section 1 of Chapter 646 of the Acts of 1954, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in line 10, the word “twenty-one”
4 and inserting in place thereof the word: eighteen.
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1 Section 56. The second paragraph of Section 58 of said
2 Chapter 119, as appearing in Section 15 of Chapter 838 of the
3 Acts of 1969, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 14, the
4 word “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof the word:
5 eighteen.

1 Section 57. The first paragraph of subsection (a) of Sec-
-2 tion 10 of Chapter 120 of the General Laws, as appearing in
3 Section 39 of said Chapter 838, is hereby amended by striking
4 out, in line 12, the word “twenty-one” and inserting in place
5 thereof the word: —eighteen.

1 Section 58. Section 16 of said Chapter 120, as amended
2 by Section 46 of said Chapter 838, is hereby further amended
3 by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof
4 the following sentence; Every person committed to the de-
-5 partment as a wayward child or delinquent child, if not already
6 discharged, shall be discharged when he reaches his eighteenth
7 birthday, unless a petition is filed by the department under
8 section seventeen.

1 Section 59. The first paragraph of Section 19 of said Chap-
-2 ter 120, as amended by Section 49 of said Chapter 838, is here-
-3 by further amended by striking out the second sentence and
4 inserting in place thereof the following sentence: Such
5 orders and applications may be repeated at intervals as often
6 as in the opinion of the department may be necessary for the
7 protection of the public, except that the department shall have
8 power, in order to protect other children and adolescents, to
9 transfer the custody of any person over eighteen years of age

10 to the department of correction for placement in the appropri-
-11 ate institution.

1 Section 60. Said Chapter 120 is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out in section 23, as amended by Section 53 of said Chapter
3 838, the word “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof the
4 following word; eighteen.

1 Section 61. The second paragraph of Section 32 of Chapter
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2 1218 of the General Laws, as appearing in Section 1 of Chap-
-3 ter 751 of the Acts of 1969, is hereby amended by striking
4 out, in line 21, the word “twenty-one” and inserting in place
5 thereof the word: eighteen.

3 Section 62. The first paragraph of Section 10 of Chapter
2 123 of the General Laws, as appearing in Section 4 of Chapter
3 888 of the Acts of 1970, is hereby amended by striking out, in|
4 line 7, the word “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof
5 word; —eighteen.

1 Section 63. Section 32 of said Chapter 123, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amended by striking out, in line 6, the word “twenty-
-3 one” and inserting in place thereof the word: —eighteen.

1 Section 64. Section 37 of said Chapter 123, as so appear-
-2 ing, is amended by striking out, in line 3, the word “twenty-
-3 one” and inserting in place thereof the word: —eighteen.

1 Section 65. Section 54 of said Chapter 123, is hereby
2 amended in the first paragraph by striking out, wherever they
3 appear therein, the words “adult child” and inserting in place
4 thereof, in each instance, the following words: child over
5 the age of eighteen.

1 Section 66. Section 4of Chapter 125 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by Chapter 30 of the Acts of 1967,
3 is hereby further amended by striking out, in line 4, the word
4 “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof the word:
5 eighteen.

1 Section 67. The first paragraph of Section 14 of Chapter
2 131 of the General Laws, as appearing in Section 1 of Chapter^
3 802 of the Acts of 1967, is hereby amended by striking out, in
4 line 16, the word “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof
5 the word: —eighteen.

1 Section 68. The first paragraph of Section 12 of Chapter
2 138 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by Section
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4

3 2 of Chapter 207 of the Acts of 1936, is hereby further amend-
-4 ed by striking out in the first sentence the word “twenty-one”
5 and inserting in place thereof the word: eighteen.

1 Section 69. The fourth paragraph of said Section 12 of said
2 Chapter 138, as appearing in Section 1 of Chapter 468 of the
3 Acts of 1935, is hereby amended by striking out, in the third
4 sentence, the word “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof
5 the word: —eighteen.

1 Section 70. The first paragraph of Section 14 of said
2 Chapter 138 is hereby amended by striking out in the second
3 sentence, as amended by Chapter 253 of the Acts of 1967, the
4 word “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof the following
5 word: —eighteen.

1 Section 71. Said Chapter 138 is hereby further amended
2 by striking out, in Section 34, as most recently amended by
3 Chapter 354 of the Acts of 1962, the word “twenty-one”
4 wherever it appears and inserting in place thereof, in each
5 instance, the following word: eighteen.

1 Section 72. The first paragraph of Section 348 of said
2 Chapter 138, as appearing in Chapter 735 of the Acts of 1964,
3 is hereby amended by striking out in the first sentence the
4 word “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof the following
5 word: eighteen.

1 Section 73. Section 150 of Chapter 140 of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out in the first sentence
3 the word “twenty” and inserting in place thereof the word:
4 eighteen.

1 Section 74. Section 197 of said Chapter 140 as appearing
2 in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking out
3 in the first sentence the word “twenty-one”, wherever it ap-
-4 pears, and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the fol-
-5 lowing word: eighteen.
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1 Section 75. Section 198 of said Chapter 140 is hereby
2 amended by striking out, in the first sentence, the word
3 “adult” and inserting therein, after the word “family”, the
4 following words: over the age of eighteen.

1 Section 76. Section 86 of Chapter 143 of the General Laws,
2 as amended by Section 8 of Chapter 553 of the Acts of 1941,
3 is hereby further amended by striking out the fifth sentence!
4 and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: The
5 said commissioner, or such local authority as the commis-
-6 sioner may designate, may, upon payment of a fee of three
7 dollars, grant a license for the term of one year to oper-
-8 ate such a cinematograph or apparatus, under the conditions
9 herein specified, to any suitable person eighteen years of age

10 or over.

1 Section 77. Section 24 of Chapter 147 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out, in the third sentence, the
3 word “twenty-five” and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing word: eighteen.

1 Section 78. Chapter 149 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out Section 67, as most recently amended
3 by Chapter 68 of the Acts of 1961, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:

5 Section 67. Except as limited by Section 56, no person shall
6 employ a boy or a girl under eighteen or permit such a boy or
7 girl to work in, about or in connection with any establishment
8 or occupation named in Section 56 or 60 for more than six
9 days a week, or more than 48 hours in a week, or more than

10 nine hours in a day, and, if the work performed by such boy or .

11 girl in a day is not continuous, but is divided into two or more
*

12 periods, the person employing such boy or girl shall so arrange
13 his or her work that all such periods shall fall within a period
14 of ten consecutive hours.

1 Section 79. Section 6of Chapter 151 A of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out subsection (d), as most
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3 recently amended by Section 1 of Chapter 280 of the Acts of
4 1954, and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:—
5 (d) Service performed by an individual in the employ of his
6 son, daughter, or spouse, and service performed by a child
7 under the age of eighteen in the employ of his father or
8 mother.

| 1 Section 80. The first paragraph of Section 12 of Chapter
2 1568 of the General Laws, as appearing in Section 8 of Chapter
3 392 of the Acts of 1969, is hereby amended by striking out, in
4 line 1, the word “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof the
5 word: eighteen.

1 Section 81. Section 62 of Chapter 167 of the General Laws,
2 added Chapter 357 of the Acts of 1968, is hereby amended by
3 striking out, in line 1, the words “the age of twenty-one”, and
4 inserting in place thereof the words: the age of eighteen.

1 Section 82. Section 113K of Chapter 175 of the General
2 Laws, added by Chapter 403 of the Acts of 1965, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in line 6, the words “the age of
4 twenty-one years” and inserting in place thereof the words:
5 his full age.

1 Section 83. The second paragraph of Section 177 A of said
2 Chapter 175 is hereby amended by striking out the first
3 sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:
4 -—■ The commissioner may, upon payment of the fee prescribed
5 by section fourteen, issue to any suitable resident of the com-
-6 monwealth, over the age of eighteen, a license to act as an in-
-7 surance advisor.

4 1 Section 84. The first paragraph of Section 1778 of said
2 Chapter 175 is hereby amended by striking out the first sen-
-3 tence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:
4 The commission may, upon payment of the fee prescribed by
5 section fourteen, issue to any suitable resident of the common-
-6 wealth, over the age of eighteen, a license to act as an insur-
-7 ance advisor.
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1 Section 85. The second paragraph of Section 9of Chapter
2 176 of the General Laws as appearing in Section 1 of Chapter
3 540 of the Acts of 1958, is hereby amended by striking out, in
4 lines 1 and 2, the words “of twenty-one years”.

1 Section 86. The first paragraph of Section 18 of said Chap-
-2 ter 176, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out,
3 in line 3, the words “twenty-one years of age” and inserting in
4 place thereof the words: the age at which they attain their
5 majority.

1 Section 87. Section 4of Chapter 188 of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in line 5, the word “twenty-one” and inserting
4 in place thereof the word: eighteen.

1 Section 88. Chapter 189 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out Section 6, as so appearing, and insert-
-3 ing in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 6. The signature of a married woman who is a minor
5 affixed by her to any instrument relating to the conveyance of
6 land of her husband shall have the same effect as if she were of
7 full age.

1 Section 89. Section 14 of said Chapter 189, as so appear-
-2 ing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 8, the words
3 “under twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof the words:
4 who is a minor.

1 Section 90. Chapter 193 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out Section 8, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-4 ing section:
5 Section 8. If a person named as executor is a minor at the
6 time of the probate of the will, administration with the will
7 annexed may be granted during his minority, unless there is
8 another executor who accepts the trust.

1 Section 91. Chapter 201 of the General Laws is hereby
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2 amended by striking out Section 4, as so appearing, and insert-
-3 ing in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 4. The guardian of a minor unless sooner discharged
5 according to law shall continue in office until the minor attains
6 the age of eighteen years and shall have the care and manage-
-7 ment of all his estate.

I 1 Section 92. Section 4of Chapter 201 A of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out subsection (d), as appearing
3 in Chapter 724 of the Acts of 1957, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following subsection:
5 (d) To the extent that the custodial property is not so
6 expended, the custodian shall deliver or pay it over to the
7 minor on attaining the age of eighteen years, if the minor dies
8 before attaining said age, he shall thereupon deliver or pay it
9 over to the estate of the minor.

1 Section 93. Subsection (h) of Section 4of said Chapter
2 201A, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the
3 last sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sen-
-4 tence: The custodian shall deliver his final account to the
5 minor within six months after the latter has attained the age
6 of eighteen years or if his custodianship be sooner terminated,
7 by delivering his final account to the legal representative of
8 the minor within six months of such termination.

1 Section 94. Subsection (d) of Section 7of said Chapter
2 201A, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the
3 first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sen-
-4 tence: —lf the person designated as custodian is not eligible,
5 renounces or dies before the minor attains the age of eighteen

4 6 years, the guardian of the minor shall be successor custodian

1 Section 95. Section Bof said Chapter 201 A is hereby
2 amended by striking out in subsection (a) the word “twenty-
-3 one”, wherever it appears therein, and inserting in place
4 thereof, in each instance, the following word: eighteen.

1 Section 96. Section 37 of Chapter 221 of the General Laws
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2 is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence, as ap-
-3 pearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following sentence: A citizen of the United
5 States, whether man or woman, may, if he or she has attained
6 the age of eighteen years, file a petition in the Supreme Judi-
-7 cial or Superior Court to be examined for admission as an
8 attorney at law, and, if found qualified, to be admitted as such;
9 whereupon, unless the court otherwise orders, the petition shall

10 be referred to the board of bar examiners to ascertain his ac-
-11 quirements and qualifications.

1 Section 97. Chapter 231 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after Section 85K, added by Section 1 of
3 Chapter 785 of the Acts of 1971, the following section:
4 Section 85L. Any person who has attained the age of
5 eighteen shall have full legal capacity to act in his own behalf
6 in the matter of contracts and shall be liable in any civil action
7 for breach thereof.

1 Section 98. Form number 32 in the schedule of forms ap-
-2 pended to Section 147 of Chapter 231 of the General Laws, as
3 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 2 and
4 3, the words “under the age of twenty-one”.

1 Section 99. The second paragraph of Section lof Chapter
2 234 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out the
3 words “persons under twenty-two years of age”.

1 Section 100. Section 22A of Chapter 265 of the General
2 Laws, added by Section 2 of Chapter 763 of the Acts of 1955, is
3 hereby amended by striking out, in lines 4 and 5, the word
4 “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof the word:
5 eighteen.

1 Section 101. Section 248 of said Chapter 265, added by
2 Section 3 of said Chapter 763, is hereby amended by striking
3 out, in lines 3 and 4, the word “twenty-one” and inserting in
4 place thereof the word: eighteen.
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Section 102. Section 35A of Chapter 272, added by Section
4 of said Chapter 763, is hereby amended by striking out, in
line 7, the word “twenty-one” and inserting in place thereof
the word: eighteen.

1

3
4

Section 103. Section 20 of Chapter 273 of the General
Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
amended by striking out, in line 1, the word “twenty-one” and
inserting in place thereof the word: eighteen.

1
2

f 3
4

Section 104. Chapter 276 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out in Section 87, as most recently
amended by Chapter 98 of the Acts of 1970, the word “twenty-
one” and inserting in place thereof the word: eighteen.

1
2
3
4

Section 105. Notwithstanding any other provision of the
law to the contrary, a person who is eighteen years of age but
less than twenty-one years of age when this act takes effect,
and a person who attains eighteen years of age thereafter, is
deemed to be an adult of legal age for all purposes whatsoever
and shall have the same duties, liabilities, responsibilities,
rights and legal capacity as persons heretofore acquired at
twenty-one years of age. This act supersedes all provisions of
law prescribing duties, liabilities, responsibilities, rights and
legal capacity of persons eighteen through twenty-one years
of age which are different from those prescribed for persons
twenty-one years of age or older.

1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

10
11
12

Section 106. This Act shall take effect on January 1, 1974.1

i
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