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By Mr. Quinlan, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 704) of

the New England Press Association by George Speers, General Manager,
John M. Quinlan and another for legislation to provide protection for
sources of information for those engaged in the profession of journalism.
The Judiciary.

i

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act providing protection for sources of information for
THOSE ENGAGED IN THE PROFESSION OF JOURNALISM.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Definitions: In this act the following words and
2 phrases shall have the following meanings:
3 “Professional Journalist”, one who, for gain or livelihood,
4 is engaged in the gathering, preparation, presentation or edit-
-5 ing of news for a newspaper, journal, press association, wire
6 service, or radio or television station.
7 “News”, written, oral or pictorial information or communi-
-8 cation concerning local, national or worldwide events or other
9 matters of public concern, of public interest or affecting the

10 public welfare.
11 “Newspaper”, a paper that is printed and distributed ordin-
-12 arily not less frequently than once a week, and has been so
13 printed and distributed for at least one year, and that has at
14 least a twenty five percent yearly average of news-editorial
j 5 contents such as news, articles of opinion (as editorials), fea-
-16 tures, advertising or other matter regarded as current interest,
17 and that has a general circulation and that must be formed
18 of printed sheets.
19 “Journal”, a publication containing news which is published
20 and distributed periodically, and has been so (published and
21 distributed) for at least one year and must be formed of printed
22 sheets.
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23 “Press Association”, an association of newspapers and/or
24 magazines formed to gather and distribute news and journal-
-25 istic information to its members.
26 “News Agency”, a commercial organization that collects and
27 supplies news to subscribing newspapers, magazines, periodi-
-28 cals and news broadcasters.
29 “Wire Service”, a news agency that sends out syndicate
30 news copy by wire to subscribing newspapers, magazines, pei“
31 odicals or news broadcasters.

Section 2. “No person engaged in the work of, or connected
with or employed by any newspaper or any press association
or any journal or any radio broadcasting station, or any tele-
vision station for the purpose of gathering, procuring, com-
piling, editing, disseminating, publishing, broadcastng or tele-
vising news shall be required to disclose the source of any
information procured or obtained by such person in the course
of his employment, in any legal proceeding, trial or investiga-
tion before any court, grand jury or petit jury, or any officer
thereof, before the presiding officer of any tribunal, or his
agent or agents, or before any commission, department, divi-
sion or bureau of the state, or before any county or municipal
body, officer or committee thereof.”
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1 Section 3. “In any case where a person claims a privilege
conferred by this statute, the person seeking the information
or the source of the information may apply to the superior
court for an order divesting the privilege. If the court after
hearing the parties, shall find that there is substantial evidence
that disclosure of the information or of the source of the in-
formation is necessary to permit a criminal prosecution for
the commission of a specific felony, or to prevent a threat *

human life, and that such information or the source of such
information is not available from other prospective witnesses,
the court may make such order as may be proper under the
circumstance. Any such order shall be appealable under section
ninety-six of chapter two hundred thirty-one of the General
Laws.”
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