
(Similar Matter Filed During Previous Session See Senate, No. 523.)

By Mr. Sisitsky, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 715) of
Alan D. Sisitsky and members of the House of Representatives for legisla-
tion to clarify the conflict of interest law. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act to clarify the conflict of interest law.

Be it enactedby theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 268 A is amended by inserting the fol-
-2 lowing before (m): L-l “public official,” any state that
3 public office is a public trust and any effort to realize personal
4 financial gain unless otherwise provided for by law through
5 official conduct is a violation of that trust.

1 Section 2. Chapter 268 A Section lis amended by inserting
2 the following before (m): L-l ‘public official,’ any state,
3 county or municipal employee.

1 Section 3. Chapter 268 A is amended by inserting the fol-
-2 lowing two sections:
3 Section 3A. No person not a member of a public official’s
4 immediate family shall offer or give to such public official
5 directly or indirectly, and no public official shall solicit or re-
-6 ceive, any token of appreciation or gift valued in excess of
7 $5O, including a favor or service, from any person not a
8 member of his immediate family, or any such token of ap-

-4 9 predation or gift which will cause the total value of such
10 tokens of appreciation and gifts received by the public official
11 from the same such person during any single calendar year to
12 exceed $5O. Campaign contributions are not considered to be
13 such tokens of apreciation or gifts.
14 Section SB. An elected official, who has a financial interest,
15 directly or indirectly, in a contract made by a county or muni-
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16 cipal agency in which said agency is an interested party, of
17 which interest he has knowledge or has reason to know, shall
18 be punished by a fine or not more than three thousand dol-
-19 lars or by imprisonment for not more than two years, or both.
20 This section shall not apply if such contract has been
21 awarded through a process of public notice and competitive
22 bidding.

1 Section 4. Chapter 268A, Section 4is amended by insert-
-2 ing at the end of the first paragraph: (a) No elected official
3 and no business with which an elected official is associated
4 shall represent a client before any state regulatory depart-
-5 ment or agency for a fee, and (b) striking out the fifth para-
-6 graph beginning with the words: “A member of the general
7 court . .

.”

1 Section 5. Chapter 268A, Section 6is amended by: (a)
2 striking out the words “a particular matter” in the first sen-
-3 tence and replacing them by “an official act.”
4 (b) Chapter 268A, Section 6 is amended by striking out the
5 second paragraph and substituting the following para-
-6 graph:
7 It shall not be a violation of this section (1) if the em-
-8 ployee other than an elected official advises the state official
9 responsible for appointment to his position of the nature and

10 circumstances of the official act and makes full public dis-
-11 closure of such financial interest, and receives in advance a
12 written public determination made by that official that the
13 interest is not so substantial as to be deemed likely to affect
14 the integrity of the services which the commonwealth may
15 expect from the employee, or (2) if by general rule of regula-
-16 tion approved by the attorney general the financial interests
17 of an employee other than an elected official has been ex-'
18 empted from the requirements of clause (1) hereof as being
19 too remote or too inconsequential to affect the integrity of
20 the state employees’ services or (3) if the interest of a public
21 official in his grade salary or other matters arises solely from
22 his public employment or (4) the interest of a public em-
-23 ployee arises solely from his being a member of the general
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public or any significant segment of the general public.

Section 6. Chapter 268 A is amended by adding a new
section 25 as follows:

Section 25. The superior court shall have jurisdiction to
issue an order requiring the attorney general to enforce the
provisions of this act upon application by any citizen of this
commonwealth.
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