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By Mr. Walsh, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 758) of Jo-
seph B. Walsh for legislation relative to the rights of children from the
moment of conception. The Judiciary.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act relative to the rights of children from the
MOMENT OF CONCEPTION.

1 Section 1. Chapter 119 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 1 the following section:—
3 Section IA. Every child shall be entitled to life from the
4 moment of conception.
5 Every child, by reason of his physical and mental immatur-
-6 ity shall enjoy special protection, and shall be given opportun-
-7 ities and facilities to enable him to develop physically, mentally,
8 morally, spiritually and socially in a healthy and normal man-
-9 ner.

10 Every child, shall be given an education which will promote
11 his general culture, and enable him on a basis of equal oppor-
-12 tunity to develop his abilities, his individual judgment, and his
13 sense of moral and social responsibility, so he may develop his
14 full potential as a member of society. Although the best inter-
-15 ests of the child shall be the guiding principle of those respon-
-16 sible for his education and guidance, that responsibility lies in

jl7 the first place with his parents.
Every child, shall in all circumstances be protected against

19 all forms of neglect, cruelty and exploitation.
20 Every child, shall be entitled to the full protection and relief
21 provided by the laws of the Commonwealth.

1 Section 2. No provision of this act shall repeal or nullify
2 any law currently in force nor shall this act be construed as
3 limiting the rights of any child to those included in this act.
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