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By Mr. Tully, (by request) a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No.
792) of George F. O’Meara, Jr., for legislation to provide financial assist-
ance by the Commonwealth to regional planning commissions and councils.
Local Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act to provide financial assistance by the commonwealth
TO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSIONS AND COUNCILS.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 3(c) of Chapter 238 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding the following to the present section: In
3 order to encourage and assist the several comprehensive re-
-4 gional planning commissions or councils of the Commonwealth
5 organized under Chapter 408 of the General Laws or under
6 similar special Acts to function effectively, and to meet area
7 wide or regional planning requirements established for certain
8 State and Federal capital grant programs the Commonwealth
9 may from time to time appropriate monies to such commis-

-10 sions or councils. Such monies shall be distributed by the de-
ll partment under a formula which reflects the general needs of
12 the several agencies for such support, and the population and
13 number of communities in each such commission or council.
14 The department shall prepare for submission with its annual
15 departmental budget request, an estimate of funds which in
16 addition to those received from their constituent cities and
17 towns and federal and other sources would be necessary to
18 bring the fiscal budgets of the regional planning agencies of
19 the Commonwealth to a level comparable to like agencies else-

-20 where in the Nation, and shall recommend an amount to be
21 appropriated during the next fiscal year by the General Court
22 from the general funds of the Commonwealth.
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