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By Mr. Backman, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1073) of
Jack H. Backman for legislation to require that the Department of Public
Welfare hold an annual public hearing regarding the adequacy of its
assistance grants and other aspects of the department’s budget. Social
Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act requiring that the department of public welfare
HOLD AN ANNUAL PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING THE ADEQUACY OF
ITS ASSISTANCE GRANTS AND OTHER ASPECTS OF THE DEPARTMENT'S
BUDGET.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The General Court declares it to be in the interest
2 of the Commonwealth that there be a public annual review of
3 the adequacy with which the assistance grant levels proposed
4 by the department of public welfare meet the basic needs of
5 recipients of public assistance.
6 The General Court further declares that since the combined
7 federal and state funds allocated to the Department of Public
8 Welfare equal more than half of the total state budget, it is
9 in the interest of the Commonwealth that there be a public

10 annual review of the budget proposed by the Department of
11 Public Welfare prior to consideration of that proposal by the
12 Governor and the General Court.
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1 Section 2. Section 2of Chapter 18 of the General Laws, as
2 cost recently amended by Section 1 of Chapter 885 of the
3 Acts of 1969, is hereby further amended by inserting at the
4 end thereof the following

5 (c) Four or more weeks prior to submitting the Depart-
-6 ment’s budget request for the ensuing fiscal year to the budget
7 director under the provision of section three of chapter twenty-
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8 nine, the Commissioner shall submit copies of his budget
9 request to the Clerks of the House and the Senate and, at cost

10 price, shall make copies available to members of the public
11 who request it. Two or more weeks prior to submitting the
12 budget request to the budget director, the Commissioner shall
13 hold a public hearing on said budget request for the purpose
14 of receiving testimony regarding the adequacy of the assistance
15 grant levels provided for in the budget request or any other
16 testimony regarding items in said request. Public notice of the
17 time and place of the public hearing shall be given not less
18 than seven days in advance of the hearing.


