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SENATE No. 1155
By Mr. Quinlan, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1155) of

John M. Quinlan for legislation to accomplish certain reforms in the
correctional process. Social Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three,

An Act relative to correction reform.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. This act shall be cited as “The Correction Re-
-2 form Act of 1972”.

1 Section 2. Chapter 27 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out in said chapter the words “depart-
3 ment of correction” wherever they appear in said chapter and
4 by inserting in place thereof the following words:
5 “department of correction and rehabilitation of offenders”.

1 Section 3. Chapter 27 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out in said chapter the words “com-
3 missioner of correction” wherever they appear in said chapter
4 and by inserting in place thereof the following words:

“commissioner of correction and rehabilitation of offenders”.

1 Section 4. Section 16 of chapter 704 of the acts of 1969 is
2 hereby amended by striking out in said section 16 the words
3 “department of correction” and by inserting in place thereof
4 the following words:
5 “department of correction and rehabilitation of offenders

1 Section 5. Chapter 27 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting in said Chapter 27 the following new
3 Section 1A: Section IA. The purposes of the Department
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4 of Correction and Rehabilitation of Offenders are:
5 (1) To develop a positive program designed to rehabilitate
6 legal offenders in the correctional institutions of the common-
-7 wealth by use of the most advanced educational, occupational
8 and psychiatric principles and techniques;
9 (2) To foster among legal offenders in the correctional insti-

-10 tutions of the commonwealth a deep sense of their worth as
11 human beings and to offer the hope of a future which includes^'
12 them as worthwhile, respected citizens of society;
13 (3) To establish in the correctional institutions of the com-
-14 monwealth strong programs of occupational rehabilitation
15 including courses in carpentry, electricity, plumbing and the
16 like so as to prepare the legal offenders in said correctional
17 institutions for the examinations for the licenses required in
18 the various trades;
19 (4) To establish in each of the correctional institutions of
20 the commonwealth adequate libraries, as recommended by
21 the American Library Association and similar bodies, for the
22 use of the legal offenders in said correctional institutions;
23 (5) To maintain and develop among the employees and
24 correction officers in the correctional institutions of the com-
-25 monwealth a high sense of morale and dedication, firm in the
26 knowledge that they have the understanding and support of
27 their superiors and the executive, legislative and judicial
28 branches of the state government in carrying out the difficult
29 tasks assigned to said employees and correction officers.
30 (6) To further develop the staff of instructors in the cor-
-31 rectional institutions of the commonwealth so that strong
32 educational programs will be offered to the legal offenders in
33 said correctional institutions;
34 (7) And to establish committees of legal offenders in the
35 correctional institutions of the commonwealth, who shall be
36 charged with the task of making recommendations to the
37 Secretary of Human Services and the Commissioner of the
38 Department of Correction and Rehabilitation of Offenders of
39 programs designed to carry out the purposes of this act.

1 Section 6. Chapter 27 of the General Laws is hereby
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amended by striking out in said chapter 27 section 3 thereof
and inserting in place thereof the following new section 3;

2
3

Section 3. There shall be in the department an advisory
committee on correction and rehabilitation of offenders con-
sisting of the commissioner of correction and rehabilitation of
offenders, the chairman of the parole board and the com-
missioner of probation, ex officiis, and nine members to be
appointed by the governor. Each appointed member of the
board shall serve for a term of three years, and upon the
expiration of the term of an appointed member his successor
shall be appointed in like manner for a term of three years.
The committee shall meet at least once a month upon call of
the chairman, who shall be designated by the governor, and
shall meet at any time upon call of the chairman or the
governor. The committee shall visit at least every six months
each correctional institution of the commonwealth. Its function
shall be to give advice and make recommendations to the
secretary of human services and the governor on any matter
affecting the department or the correction program, and it
shall have no other powers or duties.
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Of the nine members to be appointed by the governor:99

23 (a) One shall be a psychiatrist recognized as a leader in the
field of psychiatry by his peers;24

25 (b) One shall be a representative of labor regarded by the
labor movement as an expert in the trades field;26

27 (c) One shall be the president of a public or private insti-
tution of higher learning located in the commonwealth;28

29 (d) One shall be a physician recognized as a leader in the
field of medicine by his peers;30

31 (e) One shall be a lawyer recommended by the Massachusetts
Bar Association;32

33 (f) Two shall be employees in the correctional institutions of
the commonwealth to be appointed by the governor on recom-
mendation of the secretary of human services and the com-
missioner of correction and rehabilitation of offenders;

34
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37 (g) Two shall be offenders in the correctional institutions

of the commonwealth to be appointed by the governor on
recommendation of the secretary of human services and the
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40 commissioner of the department of correction and rehabilita-
-41 tion of offenders.
42 The members of said committee shall receive no compensa-
-43 tion for their services, but shall be reimbursed for expenses
44 necessarily incurred in rendering such service.

1 Section 7. The members of the advisory committee in
2 existence under the provisions of law effective immediately
3 prior to the effective date of this act, shall complete theirv
4 terms under the provisions of law effective immediately prior
5 to the effective date of this act, but upon completion of their
6 terms appointments shall be made to the advisory committee
7 by the governor so as to carry out the provisions of section 3
8 of Chapter 27, as amended by this act.

Section 8. Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting in said chapter the following new
section 15:
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3
4 Section 15. In each correctional institution of the common-

wealth, there shall be established the following committees:o
6 (a) The Committee on Food;

(b) The Committee on Medical Care;
(c) The Committee on Recreation;
(d) The Committee on Compensation;
(e) The Committee on Education;
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(f) The Library Committee;11
(g) The Trades Education Committee;12
(h) The Committee on Privileges.13
On each committee in each correctional institution of the

commonwealth there shall be five offenders from said cor-
rectional institution, one of whom shall be designated as
chairman by the secretary of human services on the recom-
mendation of the superintendent of the correctional institution. |

The committee members shall be appointed by the secretary
of human services on the recommendation of the superintendent
of the correctional institution with the approval of the com-
missioner of correction and rehabilitation.
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Section 9. The Commissioner of Correction and Rehabili-
tation of Offenders shall promulgate rules and regulations for
the formation and the conduct of the work of the committees.
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