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SENATE No. 1339
By Mr. Burke, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 13391 of

Edward L. Burke for legislation to authorize the Executive Office of
Transportation and Construction to acquire railroad rights of way to meet
the future public transportation needs of the Commonwealth. Transpor-
tation.

Cihr (Emumonutfalth of flfainiadnuu'tto

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three,

An Act authorizing the executive office of transportation

AND CONSTRUCTION TO ACQUIRE RAILROAD RIGHTS OF WAY TO MEET
THE FUTURE NEEDS OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The executive office of transportation and construction, with
2 the approval of the governor, is hereby authorized, on behalf
3 of the commonwealth, to acquire such railroad rights of way
4 in the commonwealth as it deems necessary to provide for the
5 foreseeable public transportation needs of the commonwealth.
6 Such acquisition may be in fee or otherwise, may be accom-
-7 plished by eminent domain under chapter seventy-nine or
8 eighty A of the General Laws or by purchase or otherwise, and
9 may include outstanding interests not owned by the railroad

10 involved, subject to the limitations of subparagraph (o) of sec-
-11 tion three of chapter one hundred sixty-one A of the General
12 Laws in the case of land devoted to another public use. Rights
13 of way so acquired shall be in the custody of said executive
14 office until leased or transferred. Pending their use for public
15 transportation purposes, the said executive office may lease
16 rights of way, with the approval of the governor, on such
17 terms as shall be deemed most advantageous to the common-
-18 wealth. During the term of any such lease, the property shall
19 be exempt from betterments and special assessments but shall
20 be subject to local property taxes, sewer and water use charges
21 and the like in the same manner and to the same extent as if
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22 the lessee were the owner. Payment shall not be enforced by
23 any lien upon or sale of the property and only the leasehold
24 interest may be sold in the manner provided by law for selling
25 real estate for nonpayment of such taxes or other charges.

16 When the said executive office determines that a right of way
acquired under this section, or a portion thereof, is needed by

28 it or another public agency for public transportation purposes,
29 and that such use of the property is consistent with the trans-1
30 portation needs of the commonwealth as a whole, the said ex-
-31 ecutive office may, with the approval of the governor, utilize
39 fVio r»rvAr»or*f\r fr*r* cnr*Vi r^itr-rvnerec or* poiiupv tbo nrnnpr*tv without32 the property for such purposes or convey the property without
33 consideration to another public agency for such purposes.
34 To meet the cost of acquisition under this section, the state
35 treasurer shall, upon request of the governor, issue and sell at
36 public or private sale bonds of the commonwealth, registered
37 or with interest coupons attached, as he may deem best, to an
38 amount to be specified by the governor from time to time, but
39 not exceeding, in the aggregate, the sum of fifty million dol-
-40 lars. All bonds issued by the commonwealth, as aforesaid,
41 shall be designated on their face Advanced Land Acquisition
42 Loan, Act of 1973, and shall be on the serial payment plan
43 for such maximum term of years, not exceeding thirty years,
44 as the governor may recommend to the general court pursuant
45 to Section three of Article LXII of the Amendments to the
46 Constitution of the Commonwealth, the maturities thereof to
47 be arranged that the amounts payable in the several years of
48 the period of amortization, other than the final year, shall be
49 as nearly equal as in the opinion of the state treasurer it is
50 practicable to make them. Said bonds shall bear interest semi-
-51 annually at such rate as the state treasurer, with the approval
52 of the governor, shall fix. The initial maturities of such bonds
53 shall be payable not later than one year from the date of issue
54 thereof and the entire issue not later than June thirtieth, two
55 thousand and thirteen.


