
SENATE No. 1386
By Mr. Aylmer, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1386) of

John F. Aylmer for legislation to establish the Old King’s Highway
regional historic district interim planning commission. Urban Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act establishing the old king’s highway regional histor-
ic DISTRICT INTERIM PLANNING COMMISSION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There is hereby established the Old King’s High-
-2 way regional historic district interim planning commission
3 which shall consist of one person appointed by the Selectmen
4 of each of the following towns, Barnstable, Bourne, Brewster,
5 Dennis, Eastham, Harwich, Orleans, Sandwich and Yarmouth,
6 and one person, who shall be an architect appointed by the
7 chairman of the Massachusetts Historic Commission, and one
8 person who shall be appointed by the president of the Massa-
-9 chusetts Society of Antiquities. Such commission shall organ-

-10 ize forthwith upon its formation by the election of a chairman
11 and secretary-treasurer. The members shall be unpaid.

1 Section 2. It shall be the duty of the said commission to
2 make an investigation of the desirability of establishing the
3 Old King’s Highway Regional Historic District including its
4 organization, operation and control, to estimate the operating
5 costs of such district, to prepare a major inventory which may
6 identify all the man-made and natural historically significant
7 features and areas of the district, to prepare an analysis of
8 the inventory to determine the location and concentration of
9 historically significant features and areas. Such analysis may

10 identify important characteristics and allot values to them,
11 then the commission may determine what is important to pre-
-12 serve, where, how and what type of new development should
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13 occur. The commission may then prepare a master plan com-
-14 bining in a usuable form the inventory, analysis and plan ior
15 growth, which plan may become the basis for policy to be
16 established regarding historic and aesthetic preservation and
17 proposed development. This plan may be a guide providing the
18 towns with a basis for enacting zoning by-laws and developing
19 criteria for the issuance of certificates of appropriateness with-
-20 in the proposed Old King’s Highway Regional Historic Distrid^,
21 to preserve the intrinsic values of their communities while pro-
-22 viding for controlled growth. The commission may develop
23 criteria that may be used by member town committees when
24 established in said district in issuing certificates of appropri-
-25 ateness as defined in Sections six and seven of Chapter forty-C
26 of the General Laws. The commission may hold hearings in
27 various towns within the district and shall consult with the
28 selectmen and planning boards of the towns within the district
29 and with other appropriate agencies.

1 Section 3. The commission may accept and disburse grants
2 from private persons, foundations and trusts, and from the
3 federal government, and may expend such sums as may be
4 appropriated therefor. The commission may appoint agents
5 and may contract for services and for printing and distribut-
-6 ing its report.

1 Section 4. The commission shall pepare a report and shall
2 send a copy to the registered voters of the applicable district
3 towns prior to October fifteenth, nineteen hundred and sev-
-4 enty-four. Such report shall explain the purposes of an Old
5 Kings Highway Regional Historic District and may contain
6 such other matter as the commission may determine.

1 Section 5. There is hereby appropriated for the expenses^
2 of the commission the sum of twenty thousand dollars.

1 Section 6. Upon the establishment of a King’s Highway
2 Regional Historic District Commission, the interim planning
3 commission established under section 1 of this act shall be dis^
4 solved.


