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By Mr. Lewis, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1399) of
Arthur Joseph Lewis, Jr., for legislation to authorize the Metropolitan
District Commission to acquire certain real property. Urban Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act authorizing the metropolitan district commission to
ACQUIRE CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission is hereby
2 authorized and directed to acquire for conservation, natural
3 water storage of flood waters, historic, scenic and passive rec-
-4 reational purposes, approximately one hundred and seventy-
-5 nine acres of land adjacent to the Charles River in the West
6 Roxbury section of the city of Boston, known as the Sawmill
7 Brook Valley andBrook Farm.
8 Said property, currently owned by the Lutheran Service
9 Organization of New England, Inc., described in a deed given

10 by Lauraria E. Munae to Gottlieb F. Burkhardt dated the
11 eight day of December, eighteen hundred and seventy and
12 recorded at the Registry of Deeds, Norfolk County, book four
13 hundred and one, page ninety-eight, to which deed reference
14 may be had for a complete description of the property.

1 Section 2. The commission shall also acquire a pedestrian
2 right-of-way from the area known as Brook Farm to the

* 3 Memorial Reservation known as John Elliot’s Pulpit Rock,
4 property of the Roxbury Historical Society.

1 Section 3. The existing cemetery area, Gethsemane Ceme-
-2 tery, so-called, consisting of approximately fifteen acres shall
3 be excluded from the acquisition. For maintenance of per-
-4 petual care purposes an additional maximum of fifteen acres
5 of cemetery land currently under cemetery permit but as
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6 not yet developed for cemetery use may be also excluded from
7 the acquisition. Various support facilities essential to ceme-
-8 tery operation shall also be excluded from the acquisition.
9 Appropriate right-of ways shall be provided for cemetery use.

1 Section 4. In case federal funds or federal assistance is
2 made available to the commonwealth for projects authorized
3 by this act, such funds or assistance shall be in addition t*
4 the sums herein authorized; provided that such funds, when
5 received, shall be deposited in the state treasury and be avail-
-6 able for expenditure subject to the provisions of law regula-
-7 ting the disbursement of public funds and the approval thereof.

1 Section 5. To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying
2 out the provisions of section 1, the state treasurer shall, upon
3 request of the governor, issue and sell at public or private
4 sale bonds of the commonwealth, registered or with interest
5 coupons attached, as he may deem best, to an amount specified
6 by the governor from time to time, but not exceeding, in the
7 aggregate, the sum of two million two hundred thousand
8 dollars. All bonds issued by the commonwealth, as aforesaid,
9 shall be designated on their face, Sawmill Brook Valley and

10 Brook Farm Conservation Loan, Act of 1973, and shall be on
11 the serial payment plan for such maximum term of years, not
12 exceeding twenty years, as the governor may recommend to
13 the general court pursuant to section 3 of article LXII of the
14 Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth, the
15 maturities thereof to be so arranged that the amounts pay-
-16 able in the several years of the period of amortization, other
17 than the final year, shall be as nearly equal as in the opinion
18 of the state treasurer it is practicable to make them. Said
19 bonds shall bear interest semi-annually at such rate as tfr
20 state treasurer, with the approval of the governor, shall fistl
21 The initial maturities of such bonds shall be payable not later
22 than one year from the date of issue thereof and the entire
23 issue not later than June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and
24 ninety-eight. The sum to be bonded shall be decreased by the
25 amount of any and all federal aid available to help defray the
26 cost of said project.


