
Senate, February 12, 1973.

The committee on Election Laws, to whom was referred the peti-
tion (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 427) of John J. Conte for
legislation to provide that all registered voters over the age of sev-
enty may vote by absentee ballot and the petition (accompanied by
bill, Senate, No. 448) of John M. Quinlan for legislation to provide
for absentee voting by registered voters over the age of sixty-five,
report the accompanying bill (Senate, No. 1512).

For the committee,

JOHN J. CONTE

No. 1512SENATE
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act providing that all registered voters over the age of
SEVENTY MAY VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 86, as most recently amended
3 by section 9 of chapter 920 of the acts of 1971, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 86. Any voter who during the hours that the polling
6 places are open on the day of a special state election or the bi-
-7 ennial state election or of any special or regular state primary
8 or of a presidential primary is absent from the city or town
9 where he is a voter by reason of his employment in another

10 community or for any other reason or who will be unable by
11 reason of physical disability to cast his vote in person at the
12 polling place or has attained the age of seventy and whose ap-
-13 plication for an official absent voting ballot has been filed with
14 the city or town clerk as provided in section 89, or with the
15 state secretary, and certified under section 91, may vote in ac-
-16 cordance with sections 87 to one hundred and three, inclusive;
17 provided, that a voter who is in a penal institution under
18 sentence shall not be entitled or permitted to avail himself of
19 the provisions of this and the seventeen following sections;
20 and provided, further, that a voter who will be unable by
21 reason of temporary physical disability to cast his vote in per-
-22 son at the polling place shall file with the city or town clerk
23 with his application for an official absent voting ballot a certi-
-24 ficate executed by a registered physician, attending registered
25 nurse, attending licensed practical nurse, superintendent of a
26 hospital or like institution, a practitioner of the Christian Sci-
-27 ence Church, or an ordained minister, priest, or rabbi who is
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personally acquainted with the voter and aware of his physical
disability, stating that the voter will be unable by reason of
physical disability to cast his vote in person at the polling
place on the day of election; and provided, further, that a voter
who will be unable by reason of permanent physical disability
to cast his vote in person at the polling place shall file once
with the city or town clerk a certificate executed by a regis-
tered physician who is personally acquainted with the voter
and aware of his permanent physical disability, stating that
the voter will never be able by reason of permanent physical
disability to cast his vote in person at the polling place on the
day of election; and providing further, that a voter who has
attained the age of seventy on election day and desires not to
cast his vote in person at the polling place shall file with the
city or town clerk a certificate stating his desires not to cast
his vote in person at the polling place on the day of election.
The city or town clerk shall maintain a list of such perma-
nently disabled voters and such voters shall not be required to
file any such certification thereafter with his application for
an absentee ballot.
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Section 2. Subsection (b) of section 87 of said chapter 54, as
most recently amended section 1 of chapter 218 of the acts of
1972, is hereby further amended by striking out the first para-
graph and inserting in place thereof the following para-
graph:

1
2
3
4
4

Blank forms of application for such ballots, worded as follows:
I, , hereby apply for an absent voting ballot.

The place of my legal residence (permanent home) is in the city
or town of in the state of , and,
as I believe, I am a duly registered voter at in

(Street and Number)
the city or town of and entitled to vote at the
next state election at ward , precinct , in
said city or town of

(Signature) (Date)

CHECK ONE:
□ Mail official absent voting ballot to

(Street and Number)

(City or Town) (State or Country)
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□ Since I have no address outside the city or town from which the
ballot may be seasonably returned, I will call for the ballot at the
office of the town or city clerk, following certification of this appli-
cation by the registrars, and will vote upon the ballot in said
office, at a time arranged with the clerk.

(If in the service of the United States, the applicant will fill out
the following:)
I am in the military, naval, civil service of the United States,

and my rank or official position is

(Signature) (Date)
(If unable by reason of physical disability to cast his vote in

person at the polling place, the applicant will sign the following:)

I hereby certify that I will be unable by reason of physical
disability to cast my vote in person at the polling place on the
date of the election.

(Signature) (Date)
(If over seventy years of age and desires not to cast his vote in

person at the polling place, the applicant will sign the following:)
I hereby certify that I will have attained at least the age of

seventy on the day of election and I desire not to cast my vote in
person at the polling place on the date of the election.

(Signature) (Date)
Signed under the pains and penalties of perjury.

We, the undersigned, a majority of the registrars of voters of
of , hereby certify that thethe

above signature, to the best of our knowledge and belief, appears
to be genuine, and that we believe said is a duly
registered voter in said ward precinct
city or town of .

Registrars of the of

1 Section 3. Said section 87 of said chapter 54 is hereby
2 further amended by striking out subsection (/), as most re-
-3 cently amended by section 2of said chapter 218, and inserting 'Jj
4 in place thereof the following subsection:

(/) Blank forms of applications for absent voting ballots printed
on cards suitable for mailing as post cards, but without postage,
as follows:

APPLICATION FOR ABSENT VOTING BALLOT
(s. 87(/), c. 54, G.L.)

To the Registrars of Voters or Election Commissioners:
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I hereby apply for an absent voting ballot for the special state
election or the biennial state election to be held on
My name is

(Please Print)

I vote from
(Street and Number)

Mail ballot to
(Your Signature Here)

(Street and Number)

(City or Town) (State)
(If you are unable to vote in person by reason of physical dis-

ability ALSO complete this part of the application.)
I hereby certify that I will be unable by reason of physical dis-

ability to cast my vote in person at the polling place on the day of
the election.

(Your Signature Here) (Date)

Signed under the pains and penalties of perjury.

�

(If you are over the age of seventy and desire not to vote in
person ALSO complete this part of the application.)

(I hereby certify that I have attained the age of seventy by
election day and desire not to cast my ote in person at the polling
place on the day of election.

(Your Signature Here) (Date)

Signed under the pains and penalties of perjury.
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