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By Mr. Locke, on the petition (subject to Joint Rule 12) of David H.
Locke, Arthur H. Tobin and Allan R. McKinnon for legislation to reg-
ulate the compensation of inmates employed in correctional institutions
of the Commonwealth. Social Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act regulating the compensation of inmates employed in
CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 48A of Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first and second paragraphs and
3 inserting in place thereof the following paragraphs:
4 Subject to appropriation from the General Fund, the Com-
-5 missioner shall establish a system of compensation for inmates
6 of the correctional institutions of the Commonwealth who
7 perform good and satisfactory work either within the in-
-8 dustrial program or in the servicing and maintenance of the
9 correctional institutions or in the prison camps. The com-

10 missioner shall establish a graduated scale of compensation to
11 be paid inmates which may provide for compensation to be
12 paid inmates who are employed within the institution at the
13 minimum wage rate established for his or her labor in ac-

-14 cordance with the provisions of chapter 151 of the General
15 Laws. The commissioner shall establish and may at any time
16 amend or annul, rules and regulations for carrying out the
17 purposes of this section.
18 The superintendent of any correctional institution shall,
19 upon receipt of monies earned by the inmates of the institu-

-20 tion, deposit such funds in special accounts maintained for
21 each inmate in a bank approved by the state treasurer, pro-
-22 vided that deductions from said earnings first be made by
23 the superintendent for (a) reimbursement to the common-
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24 wealth or the county for food, clothing and lodging provided
25 to the inmate, (b) payment of any fine imposed by a court
26 on the inmate, restitution decreed by the court as part of
27 his or her sentence, such sums as might have been ordered by
28 a court for the support of the inmate’s family, (c) reimburse-
-29 ment to the commonwealth for any public assistance given
30 the family of the inmate during his or her confinement, (d)
31 reimbursement to the commonwealth or the county for any
32 damages resulting from the respective inmate’s activity during
33 institutional disturbances, provided such activity on his or her
34 part is proven after appropriate investigation, (e) resonable
35 sums for the necessary personal expenses of the inmate. No
36 monies shall be paid directly to said inmate during the term
37 of his or her confinement except pursuant to clause (e) of
38 this paragraph. The superintendent shall ensure that the
39 remainder of said funds is accumulated to the inmate’s credit
40 in the special accounts until he or she is paroled or discharged.
41 Upon said release, the superintendent shall cause to be paid
42 over to the inmate the balance of his or her respective ac-
-43 count, in such installments and at such times as are estab-
-44 fished pursuant to the above rules and regulations of the com-
-45 missioner.


