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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE BOSTON 02133

May 4, 1973

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 29 entitled “AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE
RESPONSIBILITY OF CERTAIN LESSORS OF MOTOR
VEHICLES FOR CERTAIN PARKING VIOLATIONS.”

Under the terms of this legislation, the owner of a motor vehicle
used in the taxicab business or the business of leasing motor
vehicles would not be liable for certain alleged parking violations
if, within 7 days of being notified of such a violation, the owner
furnish to the district court the name and address of the operator
or lessee of the vehicle at the time of the alleged violation.

I am concerned that, in its present form, this legislation would
not require the registered cwner to provide sufficient information
to the district court. Without passing final judgment on this legis-
lation, I am recommending that the bill be amended to require the
registered owner to also provide the district court with the time
the lease was begun and terminated.

Before I make a final judgment on the merits of this bill, I
recommend that the bill be amended as follows:

By striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in
place thereof the following:

The third paragraph of section 20A of chapter 90 of the General
Laws, as most recently amended by section 4 of chapter 786 of
the acts of 1962, is hereby further amended by adding the follow-
ing sentence; Notwithstanding the provisions of section twenty
C, if the registered owner of a motor vehicle involved in a parking
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violation covered by this section is a person or entity engaged in
the taxicab business or the business of leasing motor vehicles
under the so-called “drive-it-yourself” system, or any similar
system, wherein the amount of the rental or fare is determinable
in whole or in part by the distance such motor vehicle travels,
and such motor vehicle is under lease or being operated for hire
at the time of such violation, the registered owner shall not be
liable under this section for any such parking violation if he within
seven days of the receipt by him of notice of such violation, by
summons or otherwise, furnishes to the district court in writing
the name and address of the lessee or operator and the time of
leasing and time of terminating leasing as shown on the records
of the owner maintained pursuant to section thirty-two D.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT
Governor,
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.


