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Senate, May 10, 1973.

The committee on Natural Resources and Agriculture, to whom
was referred the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 841)
of Peter Schweitzer, and another, and William L. Saltonstall for
legislation to require those persons owning certain animals to be
licensed, reports the accompanying bill (Senate, No. 1695).

For the Committee,

ROGER L. BERNASHE.
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V;

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act requiring those persons owning certain animals
TO BE LICENSED.

1 Section 1. Section 4of Chapter 131 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out clause (2) and inserting in
3 place thereof the following clause: (2) notwithstanding any
4 other provisions of this chapter, but subject to federal law,
5 rules and regulations, take or in writing authorize other per-
-6 sons to take and possess, fish, fish spawn, birds, the nest or
7 eggs thereof, mammals, reptiles or amphibians at any time or
8 in any manner for purposes of observation, research, control
9 or management for which a fee of $l.OO shall be charged

10 and, in his discretion, excuse certain persons so authorized
11 from any licensing provision of this chapter.

1 Section 2. The first paragraph of section 19A of chapter
2 131 of the General Laws as most recently amended by chapter
3 223 of the acts of the 1972 is hereby further amended by
4 inserting after the word “director” in line 5, the words: pro-
-5 vided in the case of a dealer licensed both under clause (4) of
6 section 23 of this chapter and section 39A of chapter 129 of
7 the General Laws that said dealer show evidence that he has
8 secured a licensed buyer to purchase said bird or mammal,
9 other than those listed in section five, or other such verte-

10 brate, which are not excluded from the licensing provisions
11 of section 23.

1 Section 3. Section 22 of chapter 131 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by inserting after the word “five,” in line
3 ten, the following words, “or the bodies of dead or living
4 reptiles or amphibians.”

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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I

1 Section 4. Section 23 of chapter 131 of the General Laws
2 as most recently amended by chapter 573 of the acts of 1972
3 is hereby further amended by striking out the first two para-
-4 graphs and inserting in place thereof the following paragraphs:
5 Except as otherwise provided by this section or any rule or
6 regulation made under the authority thereof, a person shall
7 not engage in the propagation, cultivation, or maintenance of,
8 or the dealing in, fish, birds, mammals, reptiles, or amphibians,
9 or parts thereof, as provided in section twenty-four, twenty-

-10 five or forty-seven, without first having obtained a propagator’s
11 licensed or dealer’s license, as the case may be, authorizing
12 him so to do. For the purpose of this section, birds, mammals,
13 reptiles and amphibians shall refer to undomesticated birds,
14 mammals, reptiles and amphibians that are wild by nature.
15 Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the
16 propagation, disposition, sale, possession or maintenance of
17 domesticated species.
18 The director, after holding a public hearing, shall make, and
19 may alter, amend or repeal, rules and regulations governing
20 the possession, propagation, maintenance, disposition, purchase,
21 exchange, sale or offering for sale of fish, birds, mammals,
22 reptiles or amphibians, or parts thereof, protected by this
23 chapter; and may issue licenses in accordance with such rules
24 and regulations. Each such license shall specify the degree to
25 which fish, birds, mammals, reptiles or amphibians, or parts
26 thereof, may be propagated, cultivated, maintained, disposed
27 of, or dealt in, and the section of law with respect to which
28 such license is issued.

1 Section 5. The fourth paragraph of section 23 of chapter
2 131 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
3 clause (4) and inserting in place thereof the following clause:
4 (4) to any individual, a propagator’s license to possess, main-
-5 tain, buy, sell, offer for sale or have in possession for the pur-
-6 pose of sale, birds, mammals, reptiles or amphibians.

1 Section 6. The fourth paragraph of section 23 of chapter
2 131 of the General Laws is hereby further amended by striking
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3 out clause (7) and inserting in place thereof the following
4 clause:
5 (7) To any individual, a license to possess but not to sell
6 except under authority of a permit from the director, authority
7 to issue such permits being hereby granted to the director, a
8 bird or mammal as a pet, or for the purpose of training dogs,
9 or a reptile or amphibian.

»V
1 Section 7. Said section 23 of chapter 131 of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after the last paragraph
3 the following paragraph: l
4 Any fish, bird, mammal, reptile or amphibian possessed,
5 propagated, cultivated, maintained, sold, or offered for sale in
6 violation of this section or of any rule or regulation made
7 under authority thereof may be seized and shall be disposed
8 of by the director of law enforcement for the best interests of
9 the commonwealth.

1 Section 8. Section 25 of chapter 131 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out said section and inserting
3 in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 25. Except as provided in sections four and twenty-
-5 three, a person shall not have in his possession at any time a
6 live bird or mammal other than those named in section five,
7 or a live reptile or amphibian. Birds and mammals had in pos-
-8 session under any license issued under clause (4) or (6) of
9 section twenty-three may be sold at any time, except if sold

10 for food they shall be killed, and tagged as follows; —To the
11 carcass of each bird or mammal or part thereof shall be affixed
12 a numbered tag, to be supplied by the director at a cost of five
13 cents each and in accordance with rules and regulations which
14 he is hereby authorized to make. Every package containing
15 birds or mammals killed under authority of this section, or
16 parts of such birds or mammals, shall be plainly labelled with
17 the name of the holder of the license, by whom, or under whose
18 authority such birds or mammals were killed, with the name
19 of the consignee, and with a statement of the number of birds
20 or mammals, or parts thereof, contained therein. All carcasses
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or parts thereof shall remain entire and unplucked until such
time as they are prepared for consumption as food. Reptiles
and amphibians had in possession under any license issued
under clause (4) of section twenty-three may be sold at any
time.

21
22
23
24
25

Nothing herein shall be construed to permit the possession
of a live bird, mammal, reptile or amphibian by a person pur-
chasing or receiving such bird, mammal, reptile or amphibian
from a holder of a propagator’s license issued under section
twenty-three, unless such purchaser or receiver shall also hold
a license under this chapter authorizing him so to possess.

26

II
27

*2B
29
30
31

An accurate account of all dealings subject to this section
shall be kept by each licensee, Including the names of persons
from whom any birds, mammals, reptiles or amphibians, alive
or dead, or parts thereof, have been obtained or to whom any
such birds, mammals, reptiles or amphibians, or parts thereof,
have been sold or otherwise disposed of, and said records shall
be open to inspection at all reasonable times by the director
or his agents, the director of law enforcement, his assistants,
and natural resource officers.

32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40

A person licensed under the authority of section twenty-
three shall not transfer any live bird, or the eggs thereof, or
any live mammal, reptile or amphibian, to any person by
means of sale, gift, donation or otherwise, unless such last
mentioned person shall first be thereunto licensed under said
section.

41
42
43
44
45
46

1 Section 9. Section 26 of chapter 131 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph and
3 inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:

» t Any fish, birds, mammals, reptiles or amphibians lawfully
5 taken or lawfully propagated without the commonwealth may
6 be purchased by any dealer licensed under section twenty-
7 three; provided, that the export and sale is lawful in the state,
8 province or country in which said fish, birds, mammals, rep-
-9 tiles or amphibians are taken or from which they are exported,

10 as the case may be, and the import of any fish, bird, mammal,
11 reptile or amphibian lawfully taken or lawfully propagated
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without the commonwealth is not in violation of section nine-
teen and nineteen A or any rule or regulation made under the
authority thereof; and provided further, that all shipments
shall bear the name of the consignee, the name of the consignor
and, if enclosed, a statement of the contents contained therein,
the tag, license or permit number as the case may be, or to
the carton, package, box, or crate in which such are shipped
transported or delivered to any point within the common?'
wealth, is attached whatever mark of identification is required
by the state, province or country from which such carcasses
or parts thereof are so shipped, transported or delivered; and
provided further, that such sale, transportation or export is
not contrary to federal legislation or regulation. The burden
of proof that skins of mammals and reptiles subject to this
section were lawfully taken shall be upon the person possess-
ing the same.
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27

Section 10. Section 26 of chapter 131 of the General Laws
is hereby further amended by striking out the last paragraph
and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:

1
2
3

Any fish, bird, mammal, reptile or amphibian possessed,
shipped, transported or delivered in violation of this section
or any rule or regulation made under the authority thereof
may be seized and shall be disposed of by the director of law
enforcement for the best interest of the commonwealth.
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Section 11. This act shall on January 1, 1974, become
effective.
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