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Senate, July 23, 1973.

No. 1830SENATE

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR,

RETURNING, UNDER THE PROVISIONS Of

ARTICLE LVI OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE

CONSTITUTION, THE ENGROSSED BILL EX-

CLUDING FEDERAL PENSIONS AS RETIRE-

MENT BENEFITS IN THE COMPUTATION

OF UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION

BENEFITS.
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE BOSTON 02133

July 19, 1973.

To The Honorable Senate And House Of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 213 entitled “AN ACT EXCLUDING FEDERAL PENSIONS
AS RETIREMENT BENEFITS IN THE COMPUTATION OF UN-
EMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION BENEFITS.”

Two years ago your honorable bodies enacted and sent to me for
signature a bill which became Chapter 940 of the Acts of 1971, and
which in part provided for a reduction in unemployment benefits
for an individual who was receiving retirement benefits financed
by the same employer. I believed then, and believe now, that this
was wise legislation. I feel strongly that unemployment funds,
whether from private or public sources, should be used to the great-
est extent possible to help persons actively in the work force dur-
ing periods of involuntary unemployment.

Today, however, we are confronted with an emergency situation.
Men and women employed in federal installations are losing jobs
through a federal decision to close those installations. Many of
those who are accepting early retirement as a part of these closings
are actually involuntarily unemployed. Most of them are still ac-
tively in the work force. There is, therefore, a real difference in
the immediate circumstances of these federal retirees. It is a dif-
ference which may reasonably require consideration of the wisdom
of a change in the policy set forth in the 1971 legislation.

Clearly, we would like to ease the burden of the men and women
whose jobs are being terminated. I believe, however, that our rec-
ognition of the needs of these many federal employees should not
mean a permanent change in our basic policy and I propose, there-
fore, that the provisions of this act be reasonably limited to the
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period during which the base closings will be proceeding. I propose
that the effective date of the act be made June 15th of the current
year to include any persons whose retirement took place before
the June 30th deadline set by the federal agencies, and that the
act be continued in force through June 30, 1975. I think this per-
iod of time should be more than sufficient to meet the needs of
federal retirees affected by the base closings.

I therefore recommend that the bill be amended as follows

By adding after SECTION 2 of the engrossed bill the following
new section:

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect as of June fifteen, nine-
teen hundred and seventy-three and shall expire and cease to have
effect on July one, nineteen hundred and seventy-five.

Respectfully submitted

FRANCIS W. SARGENT
Governor
Commonwealth of Massachusetts


