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In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 1844 entitled “AN ACT ESTABLISHING COUNCILLOR AND
SENATORIAL DISTRICTS.”

Redistricting in any year is a difficult task for the General Court.
This year it has been especially trying. I vetoed one plan because
it did not provide for what I considered essential the creation
of a district which would reasonably enable the black citizens of
Boston to elect a senator.

The plan before me solves that problem, but it creates others.
Unfortunately, in this plan the Legislature resorted to political
and geographical contortions. One district includes part of Hyde
Park, divides the town of Norwood, and ends up in Wellesley, while
still other districts were formed to gain partisan advantage at the
expense of fair and proper representation.

I propose today amendments to the redistricting bill which,
I believe, are justified not on political grounds but on the more
fundamental principle that areas with common interests should
share the same senator. My proposal further strengthens the so-
called “black district” in Boston by including areas not included
in the present bill. It largely reunites the community of Hyde
Park and places it with adjoining south suburban communities.
It places in the same district the town of Brookline and the city
of Newton, and it also joins the towns of Framingham and Natick

each pair of communities sharing many common interests.
These proposals do not particularly work to the advantage of a

political party, or of incumbent senators. They are designed to
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restore the prior partisan balance in the Senate and maintain the
two-party system in Massachusetts. They show my desire to join
with you in using the vehicle of redistricting to promote meaning-
ful representation for communities of interest in the state Senate.
I believe this should be the highest goal of redistricting legislation.
I urge you to consider carefully and deliberately these recom-
mendations, and to act favorably on them.

I therefore recommend that the bill be amended as follows;

By striking out, in section 2 of chapter 57 of the General Laws,
as inserted by SECTION 1 of this act, lines 4-14, and inserting
in place thereof the following paragraphs: First. Consisting
of the Bristol, the Bristol and Plymouth, the Bristol and Norfolk,
the Bristol, Plymouth and Norfolk, and the Cape, Plymouth and
Islands senatorial districts.

Second. Consisting of the first Middlesex and Norfolk, the
second Middlesex and Norfolk, the Norfolk and Suffolk, the first
Suffolk and Norfolk, and the second Suffolk senatorial districts.

Third. Consisting of the first and fifth Middlesex, the third
Middlesex and Norfolk, the Middlesex and Suffolk, and the Middle-
sex and Worcester senatorial districts.

Fourth. Consisting of the Norfolk, the Norfolk and Plymouth,
the Plymouth and Norfolk, the first Suffolk, and the second Suf-
folk and Norfolk senatorial districts.

By striking out, in section 3 of chapter 57 of the General Laws,
as inserted by SECTION 1 of this act, in line twelve, the words
“First Bristol and Plymouth.” and inserting in place thereof the
words: Bristol and Plymouth.; and by striking out the para-
graphs contained in lines 15-23 of said section 3 and inserting in
place thereof the following paragraphs: Bristol and Norfolk.
Consisting of the cities of Attleboro and Taunton, and the towns
of Dighton, North Attleborough, Raynham, Rehoboth, Seekonk and
Swansea, all in the county of Bristol; and the towns of Plainville
and Wrentham, both in the county of Norfolk.

Bristol, Plymouth and Norfolk. Consisting of the towns of
Easton, Mansfield and Norton, all in the county of Bristol; the
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towns of Bridgewater, Carver, Duxbury, East Bridgewater, Hali-
fax, Hanson, Kingston, Lakeville, Middleborough, Pembroke,
Plympton, Rochester, West Bridgewater and Whitman, all in the
county of Plymouth; and the town of Foxborough, in the county
of Norfolk.

By striking out lines 72-90 of said section 3, as so inserted, and
inserting in place thereof the following paragraphs; Fourth
Middlesex. Consisting of ward numbered six of the city of
Medford, the towns of Arlington and Belmont, precincts numbered
one, two, three, four, five, six and nine of the town of Lexington
and the town of Winchester, all in the county of Middlesex.

Fifth Middlesex. Consisting of ward numbered three of the
city of Waltham, the city of Woburn, the towns of Bedford, Bur-
lington, Carlisle, Chelmsford, precincts numbered seven and eight
of the town of Lexington, and the towns of Lincoln and Wilming-
ton, all in the county of Middlesex.

First Middlesex and Norfolk. Consisting of the towns of
Ashland, Framingham, Holliston and Natick, all in the county of
Middlesex; and the towns of Franklin and Medway, both in the
county of Norfolk.

Second Middlesex and Norfolk. Consisting of wards numbered
two, six, seven and eight of the city of Waltham, and the towns of
Wayland and Weston, all in the county of Middlesex; and the
towns ofDover, Medfield, Millis, Needham, Sherborn and Wellesley,
all in the county of Norfolk.

Third Middlesex and Norfolk. Consisting of the city of New-
ton, in the county of Middlesex; and the town of Brookline, in the
county of Norfolk.

Middlesex and Suffolk. Consisting of wards numbered nine,
ten and eleven of the city of Cambridge, wards numbered four,
five and nine of the city of Waltham, and the town of Watertown,
all in the county of Middlesex; and precincts numbered three, four,
five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen,
fifteen, and sixteen of ward numberd twenty-one and ward
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numbered twenty-two of the city of Boston, in the county of
Suffolk.

By striking out lines 100-124 of said section 3, as so inserted,
and inserting in place thereof the following paragraphs: Norfolk
and Suffolk. Consisting of the towns of Canton, Norfolk, Nor-
wood, Sharon and Walpole, all in the county of Norfolk; and
precincts numbered one, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten.
eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen,
eighteen, nineteen, twenty, twenty-one, twenty-two and twenty-
three of ward numbered eighteen in the city of Boston, in the
county of Suffolk.

Plymouth and Norfolk. Consisting of the city of Brockton
and the towns of Abington and Rockland, all in the county of
Plymouth; and the towns of Avon and Stoughton, both in the
county of Norfolk.

First Suffolk. Consisting of wards numbered three, five, six,
and seven, precincts numbered one, two and six of ward numbered
eight, precincts numbered three, five, six, seven, eight, nine and
ten of ward numbered thirteen, and precincts one and two of
ward numbered twenty-one of the city of Boston, in the county
of Suffolk.

Second Suffolk. Consisting of ward numbered four, precincts
numbered three, four, five and seven of ward numbered eight,
ward numbered nine, precincts numbered one, two, five, six and
seven of ward numbered ten, precincts numbered one, two and
three of ward numbered eleven, ward numbered twelve, precincts
numbered one, two and four of ward numbered thirteen, ward
numbered fourteen, and precincts numbered two and three of ward
numbered eighteen of the city of Boston, in the county of Suffolk.

4
By striking out lines 132-140 of said section 3, as so inserted,

and inserting in place thereof the following paragraphs: First
Suffolk and Norfolk. Consisting of precincts numbered three,
four, eight and nine of ward numbered ten, precincts numbered
four, five, six, seven, eight, nine and ten of ward numbered eleven,
wards numbered nineteen and twenty of the city of Boston, in the
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county of Suffolk; and the towns of Dedham and Westwood, both
in the county of Norfolk.

Second Suffolk and Norfolk. Consisting of wards numbered
fifteen, sixteen and seventeen of the city of Boston, in the county
of Suffolk; and the towns of Milton and Randolph, both in the
county of Norfolk.

Respectfully submitted,Al

FRANCIS W. SARGENT
Governor
Commonwealth of Massachusetts




