
SENATE . No. 1899

®hr (Eommmuupalth of HaaßadutßPtts

(See Senate, No. 1572, amended)

August 28, 1973.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

FRANCIS W. SARGENT

RETURNING, UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE

LVI OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITU-

TION, WITH RECOMMENDATION OF AMEND-

MENT, THE ENGROSSED BILL AUTHORIZING

THE TOWN OF NORTHBRIDGE TO ACQUIRE
LAND AND BUILDINGS IN SAID TOWN,

KNOWN AS ST. PATRICK’S SCHOOL AND

CONVENT AND TO BORROW MONEY

FOR SAID PURPOSES.
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Executive Department,
State House, Boston, August 27, 1973

the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 1572 entitled “AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF
NORTHBRIDGE TO ACQUIRE LAND AND BUILDINGS IN
SAID TOWN, KNOWN AS ST. PATRICK’S SCHOOL AND CON-
VENT AND TO BORROW MONEY FOR SAID PURPOSES.”

The purpose of this legislation is similar to that of a number
of other bills which have been approved in the last few years.
Senate Bill No. 1572 differs from them, however, in one essential
element. SECTION 3 provides that upon acquisition of the land
and buildings by the town, the Board of Education shall certify
for reimbursement, a sum equal to sixty-five per cent of the cost
of such land and buildings. This language is not consistent with
that of Chapter 645 of the Acts of 1948 which requires that the
Board approve a project before a grant is awarded. Two of the
recent bills for other municipalities each provided that the grant
was to be contingent upon the Board’s determining that the build-
ings met the standards required for an approved school project
(see statutes 1970, c. 88 and statutes 1972, c. 181). I believe that
the reimbursement to Northbridge should also be contingent upon
the building’s meeting the Board’s standards.

I therefore recommend that the bill be amended as follows;

By striking out SECTION 3 of the engrossed bill and inserting
in place thereof the following section:

SECTION 3. Upon acquisition of the land and buildings referred
to in section one, said town shall be entitled to receive a state
school construction grant, provided that the board of education
determines the school building or buildings meet the standards re-
quired for an approved school project under the provisions of



SENATE —No. 1899. [Aug. 1973.4

chapter six hundred and forty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred
and forty-eight, as amended. The state grant shall be determined
by the board of education to be a sum equal to sixty-five per cent
of the cost of such land and buildings.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT, #

Governor of the Commonwealth.
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