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MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY

THE GOVERNOR RETURNING,

UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE LVI

OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION,

WITH RECOMMENDATION OF AMENDMENT,

THE ENGROSSED BILL FURTHER PROTECTING

THE SCENIC AND RECREATIONAL RIVERS

AND STREAMS OE THE COMMONWEALTH.

(see Senate, No. 836)
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE BOSTON 023BOSTON 02133

October 5, 1973

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 836 entitled “AN ACT FURTHER PROTECTING THE
SCENIC AND RECREATIONAL RIVERS AND STREAMS OF
THE COMMONWEALTH.”

Two years ago you enacted and I approved legislation granting
the Commissioner of Natural Resources authority to adopt orders
governing the “dredging, filling, removing or otherwise altering,
or polluting the scenic and recreational rivers and streams of the
Commonwealth” (statutes 1971, c. 840). Senate Bill No. 836 would
expand the Commissioner’s authority under this Act by enabling
him to provide for the restriction and classification of such waters
for scenic or recreational purposes and to post appropriate signs.
This would certainly be a commendable addition to a very signifi-
cant statute.

I am, however, concerned that the final sentence of this legisla-
tion prohibiting, without a vote of the General Court, the diversion
of waters from any stream in one river basin for use outside that
basin is. in its present form, somewhat ambiguous. For example,
although this restriction is contained in legislation concerning
scenic and recreational rivers and streams, its effect is not express-
ly limited to them. In addition, it is not sufficiently clear whether
this requirement of a vote of the General Court is only applicable
to future diversions of water.

In order to clarify the impact of this restriction and preserve
the intent of the entire legislation, I recommend that Senate Bill
No. 836 be amended as follows:

By striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in
place thereof the following:

QThr dnmmnmiu'alth of 4fflas®arbusptts



1973OctSENATE No. 1970,

f'

Section 178 of chapter 21 of the General Laws, inserted by
chapter 840 of the acts of 1971, is hereby amended by inserting
after the first paragraph the following paragraph:

The commissioner, with the approval of said board, may, for
the purpose of protecting the scenic and recreational rivers and
streams of the commonwealth, provide for the restriction and class-
ification of the waters of said rivers and streams for scenic and(||
recreational purposes. Signs indicating such restriction or classi-
fication shall be posted by the department at reasonable intervals
along the banks of said rivers and streams. No river or stream
restricted or classified in accordance with this section may here-
after be diverted for water supply purposes outside of its own basin
without the express approval of the general court.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT
Governor
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
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