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Accompanying the third recommendation of the Department of
Education (House, No. 48). Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four

An Act defining and clarifying certain rights and re
SPONSIBILITIES OF PUBLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
2 after section 81 the following sections:
3 Section 82. The rights of students to freedom of expression
4 in the public schools of the commonwealth shall not be abridged,
5 provided that such right shall not cause any substantial disrup-
-6 tion and/or material disorder within the school. Without limiting
7 the generality of the foregoing sentence, freedom of expression
8 shall include the rights and responsibilities of students, collec-
9 tively and individually, (a) to express their views through speech

10 and symbols, (b) to write, publish and disseminate their views,
11 (c) to assemble peaceably on school property for the purpose of
12 expressing their opinions. Any assembly planned by students
13 during regularly scheduled school hours shall be held at a time

and place approved in advance by the school principal or his
15 designee
16 No expression made by students in the exercise of such rights
17 shall be deemed to be an expression of school policy and no
18 school officials shall be held responsible in any civil or criminal
19 action for any expression made or published by the students.
20 For the purposes of this section and sections eighty-three to
21 eighty-five, inclusive, the word student shall mean any person
22 attending a public secondary school in the commonwealth. The
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word school official shall mean any member or employee of the
local school committee.
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Section 83. School officials shall not abridge the rights of
students as to personal dress and appearance except if such
officials determine that such personal dress and appearance
violate reasonable standards of health, safety and cleanliness.
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Section 84. No student shall be suspended, expelled, or

otherwise disciplined on account of marriage, pregnancy, parenV.
hood or for conducted which is not connected with any
school-sponsored activities; provided, however, that in the case of
a pregnant student, the school committee may require that the
student be under the supervision of a physician.
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Section 85. School officials shall make, amend and repeal
reasonable rules and regulations, subject to regulations and
guidelines that may be established by the state board of
education and as set forth in sections eighty-two to eighty-five,
inclusive, regarding the rights and responsibilities of students.
The regulations to be made by school officials shall be
established only after notice to public school students and after a
public hearing at which students’ views shall be presented and
shall be taken into consideration by such officials. Said regula-
tions shall provide that, notwithstanding the existence of the
rights and responsibilities described in the three proceeding
sections, school officials may take necessary action in cases of
emergency. Students may petition for a hearing, to be held as
soon as practicable after such emergency, as to whether such
rules and regulations shall be revoked or modified.
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