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An Act increasing the penalties provided for the Chap. 49
NON-SUPPORT OF WIVES AND MINOR CHILDREN.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

The first sentence of section 1 of chapter 273 of the General
Laws, as amended by chapter 539 of the acts of 1954, is

hereby further amended by striking out, in line 22, the word
"two" and inserting in place thereof the word: — five,

—

and by striking out, in line 23, the words "one year" and
inserting in place thereof the words: — two years, — so as

to read as follows: — Any husband or father who without
just cause deserts his wife or minor child, whether by going
into another town in the commonwealth or into another
state, and leaves them or any or either of them without
making reasonable provision for their support, and any hus-
band or father who unreasonably neglects or refuses to pro-

vide for the support and maintenance of his wife, whether
living with him or living apart from him for justifiable

cause, or of his minor child, and any husband or father wdio

abandons or leaves his wife or minor child in danger of be-
coming a burden upon the public, and any mother who
deserts or wilfully neglects or refuses to provide for the sup-
port and maintenance of her child under the age of sixteen,

and any parent of a minor child, or any guardian with care

and custody of a minor child, or any custodian of a minor
child, who wilfully fails to provide necessary and proper
physical, educational or moral care and guidance, or who
permits said child to grow up under conditions or circum-
stances damaging to the child's sound character develop-
ment, or who fails to provide proper attention for said child,

shall be punished by a fine of not more than five hundred
dollars or by imprisonment for not more than two years, or
both. Approved February 6, 1957.

An Act relative to the certification of names of Chav 50
PERSONS ELIGIBLE FOR APPOINTMENT AS CORRECTION
OFFICERS.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
to defeat its purpose, which is to make persons who were
eligible by reason of age at the time they made application
for appointment as correction officers eligible for certifica-

tion despite a lapse of time which due to no fault of their

own brought them beyond the age limit, there being cur-
rently a number of such persons upon whom an unfair
hardship has been imposed by operation of the present law,
therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law,
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 125 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out section 4, as appearing in section 1
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of chapter 770 of the acts of 1955, and inserting in place

thereof the following section: — Section 4- In certifying the

names of male persons eligible for appointment as correction

officers in the said institutions, the director of civil service

shall certify the names of persons who at the time of examina-
tion were over the age of twenty-two and under the age of

forty.

Section 2. This act shall apply to the names of male
persons on any existing lists on the effective date of this act.

Approved February 7, 1957.

Chap. 51 An Act relative to further stay of judgment and
EXECUTION IN ACTIONS OF SUMMARY PROCESS.

M'hereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend in

part to defeat its purpose, which is forthwith to provide

the courts with further discretionary authority to prevent
serious hardships in eviction cases arising out of the termina-

tion of rent control, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of

the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 43 of the acts of 1946 is hereby
amended by striking out section 1, as most recently amended
by section 1 of chapter 50 of the acts of 1956, and inserting

in place thereof the following section: — Section 1 . So long

as this act continues in force, a stay or successive stays of

judgment and execution may be granted under sections

nine to thirteen, inclusive, of chapter two hundred and
thirty-nine of the General Laws, for a period not exceeding

nine months or for periods not exceeding nine months in the

aggregate instead of one month as now provided by section

nine of said chapter; provided, however, that a stay of

judgment and execution in the case of premises occupied

by an employee of a farmer conditioned upon his employ-
ment by such farmer and which employment has been le-

gall}r terminated, shall not be granted for a longer period

than two months, in the aggregate.

Section 2. The stay or stays of judgment and execution

authorized under section one of chapter forty-three of the

acts of nineteen hundred and forty-six, as amended by
section one of this act, shall not be in addition to any such

stay or stajrs granted under section one of said chapter

forty-three, as appearing in chapter fifty of the acts of

nineteen hundred and fifty-six; but if a summary process

writ has issued prior to the effective date of this act and a

stay or successive stays of judgment and execution has

issued in such action which stay could not have been granted

for more than six months and which stay has not expired,

or, if successive stays, for more than six months in the

aggregate and the most recent of such stays has not expired,

then an additional stay or stays may be granted in such


