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By Mr. Young of Scituate, petition of Loreen Forester and others
for legislation to prohibit the sale of non-returnable glass beverage
containers. Natural Resources and Agriculture.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled . and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 94 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
2 after section 318 the following two sections:
3 Section 319. In this and the following section the following
4 words shall have the following meanings unless the context
5 otherwise requires:
6 “Beverage container”, the individual, separate, scaled glass
7 bottle, can, jar or carton containing a beverage.
8 “Consumer”, any person who purchases a beverage in a
9 beverage container for use or consumption, without intent to

10 resell.
11 “Dealer”, every person who engaged in the sale of beverages in
12 beverage containers to consumers.
13 “Distributor”, every person who engages in the sale of
14 beverages in beverage containers to a dealer including any

J 5 manufacturer who engages in such sales.
,6 “Manufacturer”, every person bottling or otherwise filling
17 beverage containers for sale to distributors or dealers.
18 Section 320. Every beverage container sold or offered for sale
19 shall have a refund value of not less than five cents.
20 A dealer shall not refuse to accept from a consumer any empty
21 beverage containers of the kind, size and brand sold by the
22 dealer, or refuse to pay to the consumer the refund value of the
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23 beverage container if the empty container is presented at a
24 location where the dealer sells such beverage containers to
25 consumers.
26 A distributor shall not refuse to accept from a dealer any
27 empty beverage containers of the kind, size, and brand sold by
28 the distributor, or refuse to pay the dealer the refund value of a
29 beverage container, if the empty containers are presented at the
30 time and at the location of any delivery by the distributor of
31 filled beverage containers.
32 No distributor or dealer shall sell or offer for sale in this state
33 any beverage container that does not clearly indicate the
34 following information; (1) the container is to be sold in this state
35 and (2) the refund value of the container is not less than five
36 cents. This information shall be indicated by embossing, stamp-
-37 ing, labelling or other method of marking that is securely
38 attached to the container.
39 Any distributor or dealer who refuses to accept beverage
40 containers or to pay the refund thereon in accordance with the
41 provisions of this section, shall be punished by a fine ofnot more
42 than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment in a jail or house of
43 corrections for not more than sixty days.


