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A\ Act to clarify the subdivision control law rela- fVm/j.139
TIVE TO BEARINGS ON AMENDMENTS l<> SUBDIVISION
REGULATIONS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 81Q of chapter -11 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking ou1 the first sentence, as amended by
chapter 370 of the acts of L955, and inserting in place thereof

the following sentence: After due notice and a public hear-

ing a planning board shall adopt, and, in the same manner,
may from time to time, amend, reasonable rules and regula-

tions relative to subdivision control not inconsistent with the

subdivision control law or with any other provisions of a
statute or of any valid ordinance or by-law of the city or

town. Approved March 1, 1957.

An Act providing for reimbursement of the metro- Chap. 140
POLITAN TRANSIT AUTHORITY FOR EXPENSES INCURRED
BY IT IN THE REMOVAL OR RELOCATION OF ITS FACILITIES

IN CONNECTION WITH PROJECTS OF HOUSING AND RE-
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES.

Be it ciiacted, etc., as follows:

Section 2GV of chapter 121 of the General Laws, as ap-
pearing in section 1 of chapter 574 of the acts of 1946, is

hereby amended by adding at the end the following para-
graph :

—
A housing or redevelopment authority shall reimburse the

Metropolitan Transit Authority for all cost and expense
incurred by said Authority in connection with the removal
or relocation of poles, tracks, wires, conduits, cables, or of

any other structure, or appurtenance thereto, whether
located in public ways or other areas, whenever a housing or

redevelopment authority undertakes a project under this

chapter and the removal or relocation of any of such facilities

is required in connection with such undertaking.

Approved March 1, 1957.

Ax Act establishing a traffic commission in the town Chap. 141
OF WINTHROP.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. There is hereb}^ established in the town of

Winthrop, hereinafter referred to as the town, a commission
to consist of the superintendent of streets, the town en-

gineer, when and if appointed, the chairman of the planning
board, the fire chief, or his representative, and the chief of

police, or his representative, and one citizen to be appointed
annually by the selectmen.

Section 2. The chief of police, or his representative, shall

act as the chairman of said commission and shall be known
as the traffic commissioner. The members of the commission
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shall receive no compensation for their services as commis-
sioners, but all expenses incurred for the purposes of this act

shall be paid by the town. All statutes and by-laws appli-

cable generally to the departments of the town shall apply to

the commission.
Section 3. The commission shall have exclusive authority

except as otherwise herein provided, to adopt, amend, alter

and repeal rules and regulations, not inconsistent with general

law as modified by this act relative to vehicular street traffic

in the town, and to the movement, stopping or standing of

vehicles on, and their exclusion from, all or any streets, ways,
highways, roads and parkways, under the control of the

town, including rules and regulations designating any way or

part thereof under said control as a through way under and
subject to the provisions of section nine of chapter eighty-

nine of the General Laws and may prescribe penalties not

exceeding fifty dollars for the violation of any rule or regu-

lation adopted hereunder. No such rule or regulation, except

such special rules and regulations as are declared by vote of

the commission to be urgently required by considerations of

public safety or convenience or such as are of a temporary
nature and are to be effective for a period of not more than
two weeks, shall take effect until published for two successive

weeks in one or more newspapers published in the town.

Upon petitions of twenty-five registered voters of the town
relative to any rule or regulation adopted or proposed to be
adopted under this section, the commission shall hold a pub-
lic hearing thereon within ten days after the filing with the

commission of such petition, and final action thereon shall be
determined only by vote of a majority of the entire member-
ship of the commission. The commission shall have power
to purchase, erect and maintain or cause to be purchased,
erected and maintained, traffic signs, signals, markings and
other devices for the control of such traffic in the town and
for informing and warning the public as to rules and regula-

tions adopted hereunder, subject, however to section two of

chapter eighty-five, and to sections eight and nine of said

chapter eighty-nine of the General Laws. Nothing in this

act shall be construed to authorize the commission to adopt
any rule or regulation excluding the trackless trolley vehicles

or buses of a street railway or bus company from any way or

part thereof in which it has a location, or to modify or limit

any power or authority of the metropolitan district commis-
sion, of the state department of public works or of the state

department of public utilities, or any power now vested in

the board of selectmen or heads of departments with reference

to the issuance of licenses or permits for the opening, using

or occupying of streets and sidewalks.

Section 4. All existing by-laws and regulations, relating

to the control of vehicular traffic shall remain in full force

and effect until superseded by rules and regulations adopted
by the commission under this act and the adoption thereof by
the commission shall not affect any act done, any right ac-
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crued, any penalty incurred, or any suit, prosecution or pro-

ceeding pending, at the time of said adoption.

Section 5. This act shall lake full effect upon its accept-

ance, during the current year, by vote of the town meeting

of said town.
Approved March 1, 1957.

An Act placing custodians and supervisor of cus- Chap. 142
TODIANS OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS UNDER THE CIVIL SERVICE

LAWS IN CITIES AND CERTAIN TOWNS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 4 of chapter 31 of the General Laws is hereby

amended by striking out the paragraph contained in line 15,

as appearing in section 4 of chapter 701 of the acts of 1945,

and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph: —
Janitors, custodians and supervisors of custodians of

school buildings in cities and in such towns as have accepted

the provisions of the civil service law relating thereto, and
who are not otherwise exempt by statute;.

Approved March 1, 1957.

An Act relative to the care of veterans' graves. Chap. 143

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter 115 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
striking out section 9, as appearing in section 1 of chapter

584 of the acts of 1946, and inserting in place thereof the

following section: — Section 9. Annually in April, the

mayor of every city and the selectmen of every town shall

appoint a resident of such city or town, preferably a veteran

as defined in clause Forty-third of section seven of chapter

four, as a veterans' graves officer. It shall be the duty of such

veterans' graves officer to cause every veteran's grave

within such city or town to be suitably kept and cared for.

Such care shall include the clearing of weeds and other un-

seemly growth from said graves; the repairing, replacement

and general up-keep of fences around said graves; the

raising and repairing of sunken grave stones and markers

and other similar services that may be necessary to restore

and maintain such graves and their surroundings in an

orderly condition. If the cost of such care and maintenance

is not paid by private persons, or by the trustees of the

cemeteries where any such grave is situated, it shall be paid

by the city or town; and cities and towns may appropriate

money therefor. Money so appropriated may be expended
directly by the city or town or paid over to the trustees or

manager of any cemetery where any such grave is situated;

but the sum so paid over in any year shall not exceed for

each grave the sum charged for the annual care and main-
tenance of like lots in the same cemetery, or, if no such

charge is made in that cemetery, it shall not exceed the sum


