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By Mr. Bertonazzi of Milford, petition of Louis P. Bertonazzi that
the Commissionerof Public Health be authorized to issue permits for
the practice of nurse midwifery. Social Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four

An Act permitting the practice of nurse midwifery.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 General Laws, chapter 17, is hereby amended by adding after
2 section 11, the following new section:
3 Section 11A. A person, other than a physician, shall not
4 engage or hold himself out as engaging in the practice of
5 midwifery, or shall accept a fee for attending a woman in
6 childbirth without a permit issued by the Commissioner to
7 practice as a nurse midwife.
8 A permit to practice as a nurse midwife shall not-be issued
9 unless;

10 (1) The applicant is a registered professional nurse who is
11 registered with the Board of Registration in Nursing.
12 (2) The applicant was graduated within five years prior to the
13 date of application from a school of nurse midwives recognized
14 or approved by the American College of Nurse Midwives and
15 approved by the Commissioner or presents evidence of
16 satisfactory completion within five years prior to the date of
17 application of a refresher course in nurse midwifery prescribed
18 by the American College of Nurse Midwifery and approved by
19 the Commissioner.
20 (3) The applicant is associated with and will function
21 exclusively as part of a staff of a maternity service of a single
22 designated hospital approved by the Department and having
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special certification for this purpose, and will carry on his
activities under the continuous supervision of an authorized
obstetrician. When a nurse midwife changes his association with
such hospital maternity service approved by the Department, his
permit is automatically suspended until such change is noted by
the Department and endorsed on his permit; when he terminates
such association, his permit is automatically revoked.
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30 Permits must be renewed every two years
31 When a nurse midwife finds or anticipates the birth of a

premature child, any complication of pregnancy or any abnormal
condition in the child, he shall report to the obstetrician under
whose supervision he is functioning.
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c A maternity service shall maintain a record of each case
attended by a nurse midwife and shall enter therein all
information required by the Department.

35

36
37

For the purposes of carrying out the provisions of this Act, the
Department is hereby authorized to adopt and promulgate such
rules and regulations as are necessary.
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“To assist in carrying out the purposes of this act, there shall

be a Nurse Midwifery Advisory Board to the Commissioner. The
Commissioner shall appoint to said board, to serve at his
pleasure; a nurse member of the State Board of Registration in
Nursing, two nurse midwives who possess current permits to
practice as nurse midwives, two obstetricians, and one Chairman
of a Nursing Service Department which includes a maternity and
newborn service. The Board shall make recommendations to the
Commissioner regarding standards of practice and education for
nurse midwives; review the credentials of applicants for permits
to practice as nurse midwives and make recommendations
concerning the approval or denial of such permits; and perform
such other related activities as the Commissioner may direct.”
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