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By Mr. Bertonazzi of Milford, petition of Louis P. Bertonazzi
relative to changing the procedure for adopting zoning ordinances or
by-laws. Urban Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 6 of chapter 40a of the General Laws as most recently
2 amended by chapter 194 of the acts of 1968, is hereby further
3 amended by striking said section 6 and inserting the following

5 Section 6. Zoning ordinances or by-laws may be adopted and
6 from time to time be changed by amendment, addition or repeal,
7 but only in the manner hereinafter provided. No zoning
8 ordinance or by-law originally establishing the boundaries of the
9 districts or the regulations and restrictions to be enforced

10 therein, and no such ordinance or by-law changing the same as
11 aforesaid, shall be adopted until after the planning board, if any,
12 or, in a town having no such board, (he board of selectmen, has
13 held a public hearing thereon, first causing notice of the time and
14 place of such hearing and of the subject matter, sufficient for

identification to be published in a newspaper of general
16 circulation in the city or town once in each of two successive
17 weeks, the first publication being not less than fourteen days
18 before the day of such hearing or if there is no such newspaper in
19 such city or town then by posting such notice in a conspicuous
20 place in the city or town hall for a period of not less than
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fourteen days before the day of such hearing, and has submitted
a final report with recommendations to the city council or town
meeting, or until twenty days shall have elapsed after such
hearing without the submission of such report; provided, that, in
case of a proposed ordinance or by-law originally establishing the
boundaries of the districts or the regulations and restrictions to
be enforced therein, it shall be sufficient if a public hearing is
held and a final report with recommendations is submitted by a
zoning board appointed for the purpose by the city council or
selectmen or twenty days elapse after such hearing without such
report being submitted.
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32 The applicant shall also affix and maintain in a legible

condition upon the outer door of the building wherein such
proposed ordinance or change is to be located or on the property
frontage and clearly visible from the public highway a placard at
least three feet square provided by the planning board which
shall be so affixed not later than the day following the receipt
thereof by the applicant. If such outer door of such premises or
property frontage is so far from the public highway that such
placard is not clearly visible as provided, the planning board shall
direct a suitable method to notify the public of such application.
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42 Said public hearing shall be held within sixty days after the

proposed zoning ordinances or by-laws are submitted to the
planning board by the city council or selectmen. In a city no
such ordinance as proposed to be originally established or
changed as aforesaid shall be adopted until after the city council
or a committee designated or appointed for the purpose by it has
held a public hearing thereon, at which all interested persons
shall be given an opportunity to be heard. Notice of the time and
place of such hearing before the city council or committee
thereof and of the subject matter, sufficient for identification,
shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the
city once in each of two successive weeks, the first publication to
be not less than fourteen days before the day of the hearing or if
there is no such newspaper in such city then by posting such
notice in a conspicuous place in the city hall fora period of not
less than fourteen days before the day of such hearing.
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58 The applicant shall also affix and maintain in a legible
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59 condition upon the outer door of the building wherein such
60 proposed ordinance or change is to be located or upon the
61 property frontage and clearly visible from the public highway a
62 placard at least three feet square provided by the planning board
63 which shall be affixed not later than the day following the
64 receipt thereof by the applicant. If such outer door of such
65 premises or property frontage is so far from the public highway
66 that such placard is not clearly visible as provided, the planning
67 board shall direct a suitable method to notify the public of such
68 application.
69 After such notice, hearings and report, or lapse of time
70 without report, a city council or town meeting may adopt, reject,
71 or amend and adopt any such proposed ordinance or by-law. If a
72 city council fails to take final action thereon within ninety days
73 after its hearing, it shall not act thereon until after it holds a
74 subsequent hearing advertised as above provided. No provision of
75 a zoning ordinance or by-law shall be valid which sets apart
76 zoning districts or zones by establishing between them a
77 boundary line which may subsequently be changed without the
78 adoption of an amendment to a zoning ordinance or by-law so
79 changing such line.
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