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By Mr. Early of Lowell, petition of Edward J. Early, Jr., relative
to eliminating the prison furlough program. Social Welfare.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four

An Act eliminating the prison furlough program.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 90A, as most recently amended by section 18
3 of chapter 777 of the acts of 1972, and inserting in place thereof
4 the followwing section: -

5 Section 90A. The commissioner may extend the limits of the
6 place of confinement of a committed offender at any state
7 correctional facility by authorizing such committed offender
8 under prescribed conditions to be away from such correctional
9 facility but within the commonwealth, and the administrator of a

10 county correctional facility may grant like authorization to a
11 committed offender in such facility. Such authorization may be
12 granted for any of the following purposes: (a) to attend the
13 funeral of a relative; (b) to visit a critically ill relative. For the
14 purposes of this section the word “relative” shall mean the
15 committed offender’s father, mother, child, brother, sister,
16 husband or wife and, if his grandparent, uncle, aunt or foster
17 parent acted as his parent in rearing such committed offender, it
18 shall also mean such grandparent, uncle, aunt or foster parent.
19 A person away from a correctional facility pursuant to this
20 section may be accompanied by an employee of the department,
21 in the discretion of the commissioner, or an officer of a county
22 correctional facility, in the discretion of the administrator.
23 Any expenses incurred under the provisions of this section
24 may be paid by the correctional facility in which the committed
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25 offender is committed. A committed offender shall, during his
26 absence from a correctional facility under this section, be
27 considered as in the custody of the correctional facility and the
28 time of such absence shall be considered as part of the tenn of
29 sentence.


