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By Mr. Harrington of Newton (by request), petition of the Civil
Liberties Union of Mass, and others for adoption of resolutions by
the General Court memorializing the President and Congress of the
United States to grant amnesty or pardon to conscientious objectors
who refused to serve in the military service during the Vietnam
conflict. Federal Financial Assistance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

RESOLUTIONS MEMORIALIZING THE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS TO
GRANT AMNESTY OR PARDON, OR AMNESTY OR PARDON UNDER
CERTAIN CONDITIONS.

1 Whereas, The Commonwealth of Massachusetts by virtue of
2 chapter 174 of the acts of 1970 declared that “no inhabitant of
3 the commonwealth inducted or serving in the military forces of
4 the United States shall be required to serve outside the territorial
5 limits of the United States in the conduct of armed hostilities not
6 an emergency and not otherwise authorized in the powers
7 granted to the President of the United States in article 2, section
8 2, of the Constitution of the United States designating the
9 President as the Commander-in-Chief, unless such hostilities were

10 initially authorized or subsequently ratified by a congressional
11 declaration of war according to the constitutionally established
12 procedures in Article 1, Section 8, of the Constitution of the
13 United States.”; and
14 Whereas, the National Council of Churches in December,
15 1972, has called for amnesty for those who for reason of
16 conscience refused to participate in the Vietnam War; and
17 Whereas, Vatican Council II in the Pastoral Constitution on
18 the Church in the Modern World recognized the need of
19 governments to provide for those who object to any war on the
20 basis of conscience; and
21 Whereas, on January 13, 1972, the Synagogue Council of
22 America called for amnesty for all those convicted, punished, or
23 otherwise affected and also exiles who expressed their conscien-
-24 tious objection to the war; and
25 Whereas, in his Easter Message of March 29, 1970, Richard
26 Cardinal Cushing made a plea for governmental and societal
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27 forgiveness for those who objected to the Vietnam War on the
28 grounds of moral conscience and for those who fled the United
29 States for reasons of moral conscience; and
30 Whereas, in 1971 the Selective Service Act was revised and
31 expaned to allow exemption from military service on the grounds
32 of conscientious objection based on other than purely religious
33 principles and for exemption based on grounds of moral
34 conscience; and said revision did not include many citizens whose
35 objections were not recognized under the old law, therefore be it4^
36 Resolved. That the Great and General Court of Massachusetts
37 respectfully urges the President and the Congress of the United
38 States to take action to provide for amnesty or pardon, as the
39 case may be, to those whose true conscientious opposition to the
40 Vietnam War has brought them into conflict with the law of the
41 United States; and who have been imprisoned, punished, indicted
42 or otherwise charged with violation or violations of the U.S.
43 Code or the Uniform Code of Military Justice and have claimed a
44 true defense of conscientious objection; or have avoided the
45 Selective Service Act and for reasons of moral conscience fled the
46 jurisdiction of the United States; and be it further
47 Resolved, That the Great and General Court of Massachusetts
48 respectfully urges the President and the Congress of the United
49 States to take action to offer amnesty or pardon under certain
50 conditions to be determined by executive order or act of
51 Congress and to include alternative service, not puniative in
52 nature, but service which utilizes the individual’s talents and
53 abilities for the common good, to persons who have failed or
54 refused to register for the draft or who have failed or refused
55 induction into the armed forces of the United States and who
56 have not made claim nor shown true conscientious opposition to
57 the Vietnam War, or who have been imprisoned, punished,
58 indicted or otherwise charged with violations under the military
59 selective service act, and be it further $

60 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent forthwith
61 by the Secretary of the Commonwealth to the President of the
62 United States and the presiding officer of each branch of
63 Congress and to each member thereof from this Commonwealth.
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