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By Mr. Kendall of Falmouth (by request), petition of Nathaniel A.
Denman relative to certain unethical practices in litigation. The
Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to
2 the contrary, any person making any complaint of malpractice,
3 fraud, cheating, or theft, or any other crime or unethical act by
4 any attorney to any bar association official or grievance
5 committee member, or member of any bar association, shall be
6 instructed immediately to present the matter to the Attorney
7 General or any District Attorney of his own or an adjoining
8 district, for investigation and prosecution under the appropriate
9 laws of the commonwealth. Any attorney found, after investiga-

-10 tion, to have been guilty of any action which constitutes a crime,
11 shall, after disposal of the matter of his discipline by the
12 Supreme Judicial Court or the Superior Court, be tried under the
13 laws of the commonwealth for his crimes.
14 Any attorney practicing in Massachusetts who has been bound
15 over to the Grand Jury for a crime, or indicted by a Grand Jury
16 for a crime, or who has waived the right of Grand Jury
17 procedures, or pleaded “nolo contendere” to a crime involving
18 moral turpitude, or felony, shall be suspended immediately from
19 the practice of law by the judge presiding over the court wherein
20 the indictment, binding over, or plea of nolo contendere took
21 place, such suspension to last until disposition of the charge and
22 consideration of the discipline of the attorney by the Supreme
23 Judicial or Superior Court.
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24 The Attorney General of Massachusetts shall handle any
25 complaint of attorney malpractice, fraud, delay, or misrepre-
-26 sentation as he would handle any other complaint under the
27 consumer protection laws of Massachusetts, considering any
28 litigant who retains counsel as a consumer of a vitally-important
29 product.
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