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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Severity-Four.

An Act providing for the tape recordings of certain
TELEPHONE OR RADIO CONVERSATIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Notwithstanding the provisions of any law to the contrary,
2 any individual may record, by any means he sees fit, any
3 conversation in which he takes part, either face to face or by
4 telephone or radio, without any beep note or other signal so long
5 as any such recording made without the prior permission of any
6 party to the conversation is for the business or personal records
7 of the person recording, and as long as such recording shall not
8 be published, uttered, or broadcast in any way for profit, or in
9 public, but will only be used for the private and/or legal purposes

10 of the person recording, and will be admissible in any court
11 proceeding for any purpose on the same basis at law as any
12 document, photograph, or other physical evidence used for the
13 determination of factual issues. Any litigant, or counsel of any
14 litigant, may record, but no part of any court proceeding in

which the press or public has been lawfully excluded, for the
16 purpose of protecting juveniles, incompetents, or innocents only,
17 to ensure a fair trial, shall be published, uttered, or broadcast to
18 the public. Access to, and recording of, any disciplinary or
19 removal proceedings against lawyers shall be handled as any other
20 criminal matter, and no papers shall be impounded as a matter of
21 course. At the request of any litigant or his attorney, the person
22 making any recording in court shall be sworn to faithfully and
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23 competently record the proceedings. The deliberate alteration or
24 partial erasure of such recordings, of a court proceeding or
25 private conversation, to deceive or obstruct justice, or destroy
26 evidence, shall be a felony, punishable by from two to twenty
27 years in a penal institution.
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