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FRANCIS W. SARGENT
GOVERNOR

F eb ru a ry  15, 1974.

TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:
At a time when all of us are concerned with the sky

rocketing costs of providing quality services to the people 
of Massachusetts, I am pleased to submit for your consideration 
important legislation to improve the management and reduce 
the cost of running our primary and secondary schools. This 
legislation focuses on a variety of areas where significant 
reforms can and should be made to effect improved efficiency 
and cost-savings in school business management.

The projected savings to be realized from these reforms 
are from three to ten million dollars a year. Though the 
immediate savings would be by local cities and towns, the 
Commonwealth also gains since the State reimburses communities 
for some of their school costs a year later.

Eleven reforms are contained in this legislation which 
has been recommended by a task force of educators, businessmen, 
and experts on state and local finance.

Appendices A, B, c, and D seek to eliminate existing 
duplications of effort by shifting state responsibilities 
to local school committees. Appendix A, entitled "AN ACT TO 
MAKE SCHOOL COMMITTEES RESPONSIBLE FOR INSURANCE COVERAGE 
ON SCHOOL BUILDING AND CONTENTS", which is attached and made 
a part hereof, would end the wasteful and time-consuming 
practice of school committees having to forward insurance 
bids and assessments to the State. Appendix B, entitled 
"AN ACT AUTHORIZING PURCHASING AGENTS TO DELEGATE THE PURCHASE 
OF SCHOOL SUPPLIES TO SCHOOL COMMITTEES", which is attached 
and made a part hereof, would eliminate the duplication 
involved when school committees and the State both make 
requisitions and place orders for school supplies. Appendix c, 
entitled "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR STATE REGULATION OF SCHOOL 
BUDGET PROCEDURES AND FORMS", which is attached and made a 
part hereof, would encourage local preparation of school 
budget programs, thus reducing the duplication of efforts by 
the State in this important function. Appendix D, entitled 
"AN ACT PROVIDING FOR STATE REGULATION OF SCHOOL RECORDS", 
which is attached and made a part hereof, would reduce school
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records and their costly storage space by providing for the 
periodic destruction of old or useless material. Both 
Appendices c and D provide for local follow-through of 
State Board of Education guidelines, thus ensuring the 
uniformity of procedures throughout the Commonwealth.

Appendices E and F seek to streamline and end duplication 
of effort between local school committees and municipal 
authorities. Appendix E, entitled "AN ACT RELATIVE TO MUNICIPAL 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS AND CLASSIFICATIONS FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES", 
which is attached and made a part hereof, would bring into 
conformity the book-keeping methods of local school committees 
and town accountants, thus ending the confusing practice and 
costly waste of time involved in keeping two sets of books 
which do not cross-reference for the same accounts. Appendix F, 
entitled "AN ACT TO EXPEDITE THE PAYMENT OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
PAYROLLS AND OTHER CHARGES", which is attached and made a part 
hereof, would transfer from town accountants to school committees 
the authority to pay bills and payrolls of the school committee, 
thus eliminating duplicate book-keeping and providing for the 
more rapid processing of school committee expenses.

Internal and technical reforms include Appendices G,
H, I, and J. Appendix G, entitled "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR STATE 
PAYMENT OF MUNICIPAL DEBT OBLIGATIONS IN EVENT OF DEFAULT AND 
FOR STATE FINANCIAL SUPERVISION OF INSOLVENT MUNICIPALITIES", 
which is attached and made a part hereof, provides that the 
Commonwealth may pledge its credit behind municipal debt 
obligations, thereby assuring the good credit standing of local 
school districts. Appendix H, entitled "AN ACT AMENDING THE 
LAW RELATIVE TO THE USE OF A BASE BID AND ALTERNATE SPECIFICATIONS", 
which is attached and made a part hereof, would streamline the 
law concerning the manner in which school committees can contract 
for services. Appendix I, entitled "AN ACT EXTENDING THE 
PERMISSIBLE DURATION OF SCHOOL BUS CONTRACTS", which is 
attached and made a part hereof, would extend from three years 
to five years the length of time for which schools can contract 
for bus services. Appendix J, entitled "AN ACT TO PROVIDE 
FOR DELEGATION OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE POWERS TO SUPERINTENDENT", 
which is attached and made a part hereof, would clarify the 
authority of school superintendents so that his responsibilities 
and relationship to the school committee are defined.

Appendix K, entitled "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN INCLUSIVE 
ANNUAL LISTING OF THE RESIDENTS OF EACH CITY AND TOWN", which 
is attached and made a part hereof, would eliminate the 
duplication of effort involved in the taking of censuses.
Instead of the Statg taking two censuses each year, one for 
entire families and a separate one for school children, this



1974] HOUSE -  No. 5342 3

measure provides for the town registrar, with appropriate 
assistance, to take both censuses at the same time.

Many of these measures are based on good business 
sense, and the savings will be primarily the time of school 
administrators— time that can be better spent on other matters. 
Other reforms have more direct cost-savings. For example, 
presently the storage space for old school records costs 
hundreds of thousands of dollars a year. Appendix D would 
stimulate the reduction of old records, and hence the costs 
for their storage would be reduced. Appendix I, allowing 
school committees to make bus contracts for as long as five 
years, would by itself save about two million dollars a year.

These measures will help us maximize our tax dollars 
while providing quality education throughout the Commonwealth.
We have already taken other actions, upon which this legislation 
builds, to improve school business management. These include 
the establishment of a School Business Management Bureau in 
the Department of Education, the use of long term contracts 
rather than tenure for superintendents, and the more adequate 
staffing of regional service centers to assist local school - 
officials.

I urge your favorable consideration of these measures 
to improve the efficiency and the economy with which we manage 
our primary and secondary schools in the Commonwealth.

^^Jjespectfully submitted.

GO'
Coi

rnor
lonwealth of Massachusetts
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APPENDIX A

& tje  Commontoealtf) of M a i i a c i f u e t U i

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

An A c t  t o  m a k e  s c h o o l  c o m m i t t e e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i n 
s u r a n c e  COVERAGE ON SCHOOL BUILDINGS AND CONTENTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f  Representatives in 
General Court assembled, and by the authority o f  the same, as 
follows:

1 Paragraph (1) of section 5 of chapter 40 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 382 of the acts of 1970, is
3 hereby further amended by inserting after the word “coramon-
4 wealth,” where first appearing, the words: — subject, however, to
5 the approval of the school committee with respect to the nature
6 and extent of such insurance of buildings and personal property
7 under the control of said committee.
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APPENDIX B

tEfre Commontoealtt) of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

A n  A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  p u r c h a s i n g  a g e n t s  t o  d e l e g a t e  the

PURCHASE OF SCHOOL SUPPLIES TO SCHOOL COMMITTEES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f  Representatives in 
General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, as 
follows:

1 Chapter 41 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 104 the following new section: —
3 Section 104A. A purchasing agent appointed under the
4 provisions of section one hundred and three or any other general
5 or special law shall, at the request of the school committee and
6 with the approval of the selectmen, in the case of a town, and of
7 the city manager, if any, or otherwise the mayor, in the case of a
8 city, delegate to the school committee full authority to purchase
9 any or all supplies for instructional uses or otherwise unique to 

10 the needs of school committees.
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APPENDIX C

C l j c  C o m m o n to e a ltf) o f JH a g g a d ju g e tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

An Ac t  providing for state regulation of school budget
PROCEDURES AND FORMS.

pl Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives in 
General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, as 
follows:

1 Section 1G of chapter 15 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after the sixth paragraph the following new
3 paragraph: —
4 Section 34E. The board of education shall establish stan-
5 dards and guidelines relative to the preparation of school budgets
6 based on programs and objectives and to the form and content of
7 said budgets.

t
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APPENDIX D

®fje Commontoealtf) of M a e i a d f u t e t t i

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

A n  A c t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  s t a t e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  r e c o r d s .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f  Representatives in 
General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, as 
follows:

1 Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 34D the following section: —
3 Section 34E. The board of education shall adopt regulations
4 relative to the retention, duplication and storage of records under
5 the control of school committees, and except as otherwise
6 required by law may authorize or require the periodic destruc-
7 tion of any such records at reasonable times.

y
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APPENDIX E

®fje Commontoealtf) of Jflafitfarijusfettsf

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

A n A c t  r e l a t i v e  t o  m u n i c i p a l  a c c o u n t i n g  s y s t e m s  a n d

CLASSIFICATIONS FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f  Representatives in 
General Court assembled, and by the authority o f  the same, as 
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 38 of chapter 44 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the following new
3 sentence: — Such accounting systems and classifications, so far as
4 they pertain to school committees, shall be subject to the advice
5 and approval of the board of education.

1 SECTION 2. Section 57 of chapter 41 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting
3 in place thereof the following: — The town accountant shall keep
4 a complete set of books wherein shall be entered the amount of
5 each specific appropriation, the amounts and purposes of
6 expenditures made therefrom, the receipts from each source of
7 income, the amount of each assessment levied, and the abate-
8 ments made; and he shall keep his accounts, so far as practicable,
9 in conformity with the classifications and forms prescribed by

10 the director of accounts in accordance with section forty-three of
11 chapter forty-four and in conformity with any systems, classifica-
12 tions, forms and designations prescribed pursuant to regulations
13 of the board of education for use by school committees.
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APPENDIX F

®f)e Commontoealti) of fHasteacIjugetto

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

A n  A c t  t o  e x p e d i t e  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  s c h o o l  c o m m i t t e e  pay
r o l l s  AND OTHER CHARGES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f  Representatives in 
General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, as 
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 52 of chapter 41 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the fourth sentence and inserting
3 in place thereof the following: — The auditor or officer having
4 similar duties in cities, and the selectmen in towns, shall, except
5 as provided in section fifty-six, approve the payment of all bills
6 or payrolls of all departments before they are paid by the
7 treasurer, and may disallow and refuse to approve for payment,
8 in whole or in part, any claim as fraudulent, unlawful or
9 excessive; and in that case the auditor or officer having similar

10 duties, or the selectmen, shall file with the city or town treasurer
11 a written statement of the reasons for the refusal; and the
12 treasurer shall not pay any claim or bill so disallowed.

1 SECTION 2. Section 56 of said chapter 41 is hereby
2 amended by striking out the third sentence and inserting in place
3 thereof the following: — The town accountant shall examine all
4 such bills, drafts, orders and payrolls, and, if found correct and
5 approved as herein provided, shall draw a warrant upon the
6 treasury for the payment of the same, and the treasurer shall pay
7 no money from the treasury except upon such warrant approved
8 by the selectmen, except that the authority to approve warrants
9 for the payment of bills, drafts, orders and payrolls chargeable to 

10 appropriations for the use of the school committee may be 
1 1 delegated to the school committee by the selectmen.
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APPENDIX G

®fje Commontoealtf) of jfflasteacfjugettsf

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

A n Ac t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  s t a t e  p a y m e n t  o f  m u n i c i p a l  d e b t

OBLIGATIONS IN EVENT OF DEFAULT AND FOR STATE FINANCIAL 
SUPERVISION OF INSOLVENT MUNICIPALITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f  Representatives in 
General Court assembled, and by the authority o f  the same, as 
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 44 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 19 the following new
3 section: —
4 Section 19A. If it shall appear to the treasurer of any city or
5 town that as a result of its inability to collect taxes already
6 assessed or for any other reason such city or town is unable to
7 meet the payment of principal or interest on any bonds, notes or
8 certificates of indebtedness issued in accordance with this
9 chapter or under the provisions of any special law at the time

10 when such payment is due, he shall forthwith notify the
11 manager, if any, or otherwise the mayor in a city or the
12 selectmen in a town of such inability, and if the manager, mayor
13 or selectmen, as the case may be, find, upon investigation, that
14 such payment cannot be made when due, they shall certify such
15 inability to the director of the bureau of accounts. Upon receipt
16 of such certificate or, if no such certificate is received, acting
17 upon any other information in his possession, said director shall
18 immediately investigate the circumstances thereof and if he finds
19 that such city or town has been or will be unable to make such
20 payment when due, by temporary borrowing under any provision
21 of general or special law or otherwise, he shall forthwith certify
22 such inability, and the amount of such due or overdue payment,
23 to the state treasurer. Within three days after receipt of such
24 certification from the director, the state treasurer shall pay to
25 such city or town, from any amounts in the treasury, the amount
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26 of the due or overdue payment so certified to him, and on
27 receipt thereof the city or town shall apply such amount to the
28 payment of such unpaid principal or interest on its indebtedness
29 and for no other purpose. Any amounts paid by the state
30 treasurer to any city or town under the provisions of this section
31 shall be charged against the Local Aid Fund established under
32 section eighteen C of chapter fifty-eight, and the amount
33 thereafter distributable to such city or town from said fund shall
34 be reduced by the amounts so paid.

1 SECTION 2. Said chapter 44 of the General Laws is hereby
2 further amended by inserting after section 66 the following new
3 sections: —

4 EMERGENCY FINANCE BOARD

5 Section 67. There shall be in the department of the state
6 treasurer, subject to his control only to the extent of his
7 membership therein, an emergency finance board, hereinafter
8 called the board, consisting of the state treasurer and the director
9 of the bureau of accounts, ex officiis, and three citizens of the

10 commonwealth to be appointed by the governor, with the advice
11 and consent of the council, who shall be designated in their
12 initial appointments to serve respectively for one, two and three
13 years. The governor, with like advice and consent, shall, from
14 time to time, designate one of the members as chairman, may
15 remove any appointive member, and shall fill any vacancy in the
16 appointive membership of the board for the unexpired term.
17 Upon the expiration of the term of office of an appointive
18 member, his successor shall be appointed in the manner aforesaid
19 for three years. If the state treasurer or said director is unable by
20 reason of absence or disability to perform his duties as such
21 member, said state treasurer, or the commissioner of corpora-
22 tions and taxation, in the case of said director, may, by a writing
23 filed with the board, designate an officer or employee in his
24 department who shall, without additional compensation therefor,
25 perform such duties during such absence or disability. The action
26 of a majority of the members shall constitute action of the
27 board; and whenever any action by the board is required to be in 
"28 writing, such writing shall be sufficient when signed by a
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29 majority of the members. Each appointive member shall receive
30 from the commonwealth as compensation the sum of ten dollars
31 for each day’s attendance at board meetings: provided, that the
32 total amount paid to any member for compensation as aforesaid
33 shall not exceed five hundred dollars in any one year. The
34 commissioner of corporations and taxation shall, upon request of
35 the board, assign to it such clerical assistance as it may need from
36 the personnel of the department of corporations and taxation,
37 and any expense incurred by said department by reason of such 

P 38 assignment shall be deemed an expense of the board.

39 SUPERVISION OF INSOLVENT MUNICIPALITIES

40 Section 68. Any city or town which is unable to finance the
41 ordinary needs of government, or to meet outstanding or
42 maturing obligations, owing to its inability to collect taxes, or to
43 borrow money through ordinary banking channels or through the
44 issuance and sale of bonds sufficient to meet such governmental
45 needs, or otherwise to maintain its financial solvency, may, by
46 vote of its city council or town meeting, petition the director of
47 the bureau of accounts for state supervision of its financial
48 affairs.
49 Section 69. On receipt of a petition under the preceding
50 section or, if no such petition is received, on the basis of any
51 information in his possession indicating that a city or town has
52 become or is about to become insolvent, within the meaning of
53 the preceding section, said director shall immediately make an
54 audit and investigation of the financial condition of such city or
55 town. An accumulated revenue deficit, as defined by the director
56 in accordance with the standard system of municipal accounts,
57 whether funded or not, on January first of any year exceeding
58 twenty-five per cent of the tax levy of the preceding year, or
59 payment by the commonwealth of any principal or interest of
60 any municipal obligation under section nineteen A, shall in either
61 case be prima facie evidence of insolvency. If the director finds,
62 as a result of his audit and investigation, that such city or town is
63 in fact insolvent and unable to continue to meet the ordinary
64 needs of government and that an emergency exists in such city or
65 town, he shall forthwith transmit a copy of his findings to the
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66 governor, together with a recommendation that the emergency
67 finance board, or a special board of finance, be designated by
68 him to supervise the financial affairs of such city or town. Within
69 ten days after receipt of such findings and recommendation the
70 governor, with the advice and consent of the council shall, if he
71 finds that an emergency exists as to such city or town, declare
72 such emergency and forthwith designate the emergency finance
73 board, or a special board of finance, as his agent to supervise and
74 direct the financial affairs of such city or town for the duration
75 of such emergency.
76 Section 70. A board of finance designated by the governor
77 under the preceding section shall consist of not less than three
78 nor more than five members to be appointed by the governor and
79 to serve at his pleasure, one of whom shall be the director of the
80 bureau of accounts, or a person designated by him, and at least
81 one of whom shall be a resident of the city or town for which
82 such board is established. The governor shall designate a
83 chairman. Any vacancy in such board shall be filled in like
84 manner by the governor.
85 Section 71. A board of finance appointed under the preced-
86 ing section, or the emergency finance board acting under section
87 sixty-nine, may employ experts, counsel, and other assistants,
88 and incur such other expenses as it may deem necessary, at the
89 expense of the commonwealth which expense shall be assessed
90 against the city or town. It shall be furnished with any necessary
91 quarters by and at the expense of the city or town. Such board
92 shall have access to all records and books of account of the city
93 or town and may require the attendance of witnesses and the
94 production of books, papers, contracts and other documents 

"95 relating to any matter within its scope. It shall have full power to
96 investigate the financial affairs of the city or town, to approve or
97 disapprove any appropriation, contract, expenditure or loan, the
98 creation of any new position, or the filling of any vacancy in a
99 permanent position by any appointing authority of the city or

100 town. Any payroll, bill or other claim against the city or town
101 shall, on request in writing of the board filed with the city
102 auditor, town accountant or town treasurer, be referred to the
103 board before being presented for payment. Members of a board,
104 while acting under this section, shall be paid for each day’s
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105 attendance a sum of thirty dollars; provided, that the total
106 compensation paid to any member hereunder in any period of
107 twelve months shall not exceed two thousand dollars.
108 Section 72. Whenever a board acting under the preceding
109 section finds that the city or town as to which it is acting is
110 unable to borrow money in anticipation of its taxes or
111 reimbursements, it may notify the state treasurer of such
112 inability and the state treasurer, with the approval of the
113 governor and council, may borrow from time to time on the
114 credit of the commonwealth, such sums as may be necessary for
115 a loan or loans to such city or town, and may issue and renew
116 notes of the commonwealth therefor, bearing interest payable at
117 such times and at such rate as shall be fixed by .the state treasurer
118 with like approval. If a city or town fails to make any repayment
119 of such loan from the commonwealth, or of any interest thereon,
120 when due, the state treasurer shall have authority to issue his
121 warrant requiring the assessors of such city or town to include in
122 the next annual tax levy the amount necessary to make such
123 payment in full or to pay any installment thereof as determined
124 and certified to him by such board.
125 Section 73. Whenever the governor, on recommendation of
126 the emergency finance board or board of finance designated
127 under section sixty-nine to act with respect to any city or town,
128 and with the advice of the director of the bureau of accounts,
129 finds that an emergency no longer exists therein, he may, with
130 the advice and consent of the council, terminate such emergency
131 and abolish such board of finance, and thereafter the control of
132 its financial affairs shall revert to such city or town in accordance
133 with all applicable laws.

1 SECTION 3. Section 1 of chapter forty-nine of the acts of
2 nineteen hundred and thirty-three, as amended, is hereby
3 repealed, and the emergency finance board as constituted under
4 said section shall continue to serve under the provisions of
5 section sixty-seven of chapter forty-four of the General Laws, as
6 inserted by this act. without interruption of any of its duties,
7 responsibilities or obligations or of the terms of its members. All
8 references to the emergency finance board established under the
9 provisions of chapter forty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred
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10 and thirty-three, wherever they appear in any general or special
11 laws, shall be deemed to refer to the emergency finance board
12 established under said section sixty-seven of chapter forty-four of
13 the General Laws.
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APPENDIX H

Wbt Commontoealtf) of Jflastfadjugettg 

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

An A c t  a m e n d i n g  t h e  l a w  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  a  b a s e  b id

AND ALTERNATE SPECIFICATIONS.

9  Re ^  enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives in 
General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, as 
follows:

1 Paragraph (b) of section 39M of chapter 30 of the General
2 Laws, as amended by section 5 of chapter 535 of the acts of
3 1967, is hereby further amended so as to read as follows: —
4 (b) Specifications for such contracts, and specifications for
5 contracts awarded pursuant to the provisions of said sections
6 forty-four A to forty-four L of said chapter one hundred and
7 forty-nine, shall be written to provide for full competition for
8 each item of material to be furnished under the contract; except,
9 however, that said specifications may be otherwise written for

10 sound reasons in the public interest stated in writing in the public
11 records of the awarding authority or promptly given in writing
12 by the awarding authority to anyone making a written request
13 therefor, in either instance such writing to be prepared after
14 reasonable investigation. Every such contract shall provide that
15 an item equal to that named or described in the said specifica-
16 tions may be furnished; and an item shall be considered equal to
17 the item so named or described if (1) it is at least equal in
18 quality, durability, appearance, strength and design, (2) it will
19 perform at least equally the function imposed by the general
20 design for the public work being contracted for or the material 

f t  21 being purchased, and (3) it conforms substantially, even with
22 deviations, to the detailed requirements for the item in the said
23 specification. [For each item of material the specifications shall
24 provide for either a minimum of three named brands of material
25 or a description of material which can be met by a minimum of
26 three manufacturers or producers, and for the equal of any one
27 of said named or described materials].
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APPENDIX I

C f j e  C o m m o n to e a ltfj  o f iH a fig a c lju O e ttO  

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

A n  A c t  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  p e r m i s s i b l e  d u r a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  bus

CONTRACTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f  Representatives in 
General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, as 
follows:

1 Section 4 of chapter 40 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the word “three” in the third line, as
3 amended by chapter 307 of the acts of 1961, and inserting in
4 place thereof the word: — five.
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APPENDIX J

tC ftc  C o m m o n to e a lr tj  o f

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

An  A c t  to  p r o v i d e  f o r  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  c o m m i t t e e

POWERS TO SUPERINTENDENT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives in 
General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, as 
follows:

1 Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 59A the following new section: —
3 Section 59B. The school committee may delegate to the
4 superintendent specific authority to act for it in the exercise of
5 any of its powers. Such delegation shall be duly recorded in the
6 minutes and shall set forth the specific power so delegated and
7 such terms and conditions and exercise thereof as the school
8 committee may determine. Any such delegation may be amended
9 or rescinded at any time, however, without affecting the vailidity 

10 of any action taken by the superintendent.
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APPENDIX K

e Commontoealtt) o! JttaftSadjugette

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

A n  A c t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  i n c l u s i v e  a n n u a l  l i s t i n g  o f  the

RESIDENTS OF EACH CITY AND TOWN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives in 4} 
General Court assembled, and by the authority o f  the same, as ^ 
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 4 of chapter 51 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by paragraph 4 of chapter 160 of the acts
3 of 1963 is hereby further amended so as to read as follows: -
4 Except as otherwise provided by law, the registrars, assistant
5 registrars or one or more of them, shall annually in January or
6 February, visit every building in their respective cities and towns,
7 and, after diligent inquiry, shall make true lists containing, as
8 nearly as they can ascertain, the name, age or date of birth, sex,
9 occupation, nationality if not a citizen of the United States, and

10 residence on January first in the preceding year and in the
11 current year, of every person [twenty years of age or older,]
12 residing in the respective cities and towns.
13 For each person under eighteen years of age they shall also
14 ascertain the school or college at which he is enrolled, and such
15 additional information as may be required by section two of
16 chapter seventy-two or any other provision of law. In lieu of such
17 a list of persons under eighteen years of age a card may be
18 prepared for such persons in conformity with the provisions of
19 said section two, which shall contain all the information
20 prescribed in this section. Such lists or cards shall annually not
21 later than April first be transmitted to the school committee and ^
22 shall be open to public inspection at reasonable times. Such %
23 proportion of any expenses incurred by the registrars under this
24 section as the number of persons under eighteen years of age
25 bears to the total number of persons listed hereunder shall be
26 paid by the school committee.
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27 Any veterans in the Soldier’s Home in Chelsea shall have the
28 same right as any other resident of that city to vote therein.

1 SECTION 2. Section 14A of said chapter 51 is hereby
2 amended so as to read as follows: —
3 Section 14A. _ In the making of lists under sections four to
4 fourteen, inclusive, the registrars may, with the approval of the
5 mayor or selectmen of the school committee, as the case may be,
6 have the assistance of the police department, assessors, super- 

op 7 visors of school attendance, or other suitable officers or
8 employees of the city- or town or other qualified persons
9 employed by them for the purpose, in visiting buildings and

10 residences and performing the duties of assistant registrars in
11 securing the information required by said sections.

1 SECTION 3. Section 2A of chapter 72 of the General Laws,
2 as inserted by section 63 of chapter 14 of the acts of 1966, is
3 hereby further amended so as to read as follows: — The
4 superintendent of schools of each town shall file annually on or
5 before [December] May first with the commissioner of educa-
6 tion, on forms provided by the department of education, a sworn
7 statement reporting the number of minor children whose parents
8 or guardians were residents of the town and who were enrolled
9 on the preceding [October] January first for full-time attendance 

10 in the following schools and classes, respectively, including
i 11 kindergarten and grades one through twelve.
* 12 First. Pupils in schools and classes in the town under the 

13 control of the school committee, excluding pupils in schools and 
i 14 classes of regional school districts.

15 Second. Pupils in schools and classes of a regional school 
i 16 district which includes the town.
t 17 Third. Pupils in schools and classes elsewhere in the common- 

18 wealth under the control of school committees.
^ 9  Fourth. Pupils in vocational schools and classes in the town 
^ 0  under the control of the local trustees of vocational education,
: 21 excluding pupils in vocational schools and classes under the 
i 22 control of district trustees for vocational education.

23 Fifth. Pupils in vocational schools and classes under the
24 control of district trustees for vocational education in a district
25 which includes the town.
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26 Sixth. Pupils in vocational or other schools and classes
27 elsewhere in the commonwealth which are supported by public
28 funds.
29 Seventh. Pupils in non-public schools anywhere. Such informa-
30 tion shall be collected during the [first two weeks of October]
31 months of January or February.
32 Before filing said statement, the superintendent shall submit it
33 to the chairman of the school committee, who shall countersign
34 it on oath, if, after examination, he finds it correct.


