
HOUSE . No. 6576
r/jwgEggegggggg

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

July 12, 1974
SARGENT

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

X am returning, herewith, without my approval.
House Bill No. 4769 entitled "AN ACT REQUIRING PHARMACISTS TO
MAINTAIN A PATIENT PROFILE RECORD SYSTEM."

To the extent that the records required to be maintained
under this bill would protect citizens from harmful reactions
if different drugs, prescribed by different physicians,
were used concurrently, this legislation is worthwhile. It
is also potentially valuable as a means of reducing the
dangers and expense which result from cumulative drug usage
and interaction that may occur as a result of an individual's
receiving a number of prescriptions from several physicians
who are unaware of the others' prescription.

Nevertheless, it does not contain adequate safeguards
of the patient's right of privacy. If we are to mandate
the creation and maintenance of records regarding the med-
ical status of our fellow citizens, we should exercise the
utmost care to assure, to the maximum extend possible, the
security and privacy of those records.

On June 14 I returned this bill to you with recom-
mendations that it be amended to narrow the scope of the
information placed on the records and to restrict access
to them. Some of those recommendations were adopted.
However, my suggestion that the records be maintained in
a secure place and in a confidential manner and that they
be available only to the pharmacist, his authorized
employees, the patient and the prescribing physician was
not adopted. The recommendation that a oenalty be added
for violation of the provisions governina the records
was also not adopted.

Without these protections of individual privacy, I
do not believe the advantages of the bill in its present
form outweight the disadvantages.
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For this reason, I cannot in good conscience approve
the measure and I return the bill without my approval.

Respectfully submitted

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
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